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It is better to do one’s best in a contest, than merely 
to do the best that is done in that contest. “One may 


* do his best and come out next best in a competition, 


while he who came out best may have done less than 
his best. But in the view of the great Judge, only he 
has done best who has done his best. 

What a man is known to be, ought to have more 
weight than what a man is understood to say, in any 
fair estimate of his meaning. In other words, a 
man’s character ought to count. for something in the 
measure of his purpose and intention in all his utter- 
ances: You ought not to believe your own ears 
against your knowledge of a friend’s true spirit. 
You ought not to accept as correct the surface mean- 
ing of any remark by your pastor, or your next-door 
neighbor, if that meaning is irreconcilable with his 
established reputation in the sphere of his comments 
at that time. Words mean a great deal in the line 
of a man’s well-known life purpose. They ought to 
have little value as weighed against his real personal 
character. 


Very little ability is required to attract public 
attention. Very large ability is required to hold 
public attention. A man can attract public attention 
whether he deserves it or not; but a man cannot hold 


public attention unless he deserves it. Public atten- 
tion is attracted by a great crime, a great folly, a 
great noise. Almost anybody is capable of one or 
another of these exploits. Public attention is held 
only by words or deeds that are of commanding 
interest or importance. Few men are capable of thus 
expressing and impressing themselves. If a man 
really deserves public attention, he is likely to have 
it, whether he wants it or not. If a man does not 
have the attention of the public, let him be glad that 
he has not attracted it unwisely. 


A fresh thought is likely to have more power than 
a trite one; but a special timeliness can make a trite 
thought fresh again. Union soldiers who were in the 
trenches on Morris Island, during the siege of Charles- 
ton, will remember how the lookout’s ery came over 
and over again, “Cover for Wagner!” “Cover for 
Sumter!” “Cover for Moultrie!” as the distant flash 
showed that one or another of those forts had sent a 
shot after the besiegers. As week after week went 
by, that cry became a trite one, but its every repeti- 
tion hdd a certain freshness to the hearers, who knew 
that, unless they dodged the now-coming shot, it would 
do them no good to have dodged a hundred shots 
before. And so it is in all counsels and warnings. 
Their timeliness is more important than their fresh- 
ness. It is the truth that is needed just now that 
ought to be spoken just now by the teacher, or by 
any other moral lookout, whether that truth is the 
tritest or the freshest in the whole range of his 
knowledge. 


The results of a life just closed are always beyond 
the power of human computation. The numberless 
impressions, greater and less, made in numberless 
hearts which are still alive, whether those impressions 
be for good or for evil, cannot be counted and measured 
byman. The exact amount of furthering or hindering 
in the working out of the historical plan of the Divine 
mind through this person’s being and “doing is un- 
known here onearth. The potencies and inheritances 
transmitted to posterity, of which material estates and 
securities are the very least, cannot be estimated 
here. The work finished, and the work left unfin- 
ished, no human eye can see. No assessors can be 
appointed to take inventory and assess the value of 
the richest and greatest possessions which a man 
leaves behind him to multitudinous unknown heirs 
and to the world at large. But the verdict of the 
world on the success or failure of any man’s whole 
character and course will doubtless be found here- 
after to have been at striking variance with the 
verdict of the Eternal and Supremest Court which 
has the decision of the case to make in reality and 
finality. 


Most well-disposed persons think that their time 
ought to be fairly divided between duties and pleas- 
ures, and their chief trouble of conscience is as to the 
proper proportion of time to be assigned in the one 
direction or in the other. When a plain duty presses 
them, they are ready to attend to it; but when they 
have the privilege of enjoying themselves, they want 
to leave all thought of duty out of their minds. Yet 
as a matter of simple truth, one’s greatest pleasure 
ought to be found in duty-doing ; and one’s pleasure 





ought never to be sought, or one’s enjoyment to be 


found, outside of the plain path of duty. There is, 
in fact, no truer enjoyment to a true man, than in 
the performance of an unmistakable duty; and there 
is no privilege so high as that of attending at the 
moment to that which ought to be attended to just 
then. Recreation, relaxation, and diversion, may be 
the supreme duty of the hour, and when this is the 
case they ought to be attended to accordingly. And 
again the straining of every nerve in the doing or the 
enduring for some earthly loved one, or for the One 
who is to be loved above all, ought to be a pleasure 
because it is a duty. He who does not enjoy duty- 
doing does not know how to enjoy himself in any way, 
or how to do duty under any circumstances, 





“A DOUBLE LIFE.” 


Some months ago, a young man was summoned to 
stand up in the dock of a criminal court in Philadel- 
phia and receive sentence for “ murder in the second 
degree,” 
precedented, feature of the case, was the weighty 
testimony, offered in mitigation, to his exemplary 
amiableness and kindness of character, which had 
distinguished him, from his childhood, wherever he 
had been known. And yet he wasamurderer. The 
veteran judge, of thirty years’ experience in dealing 
with criminals, began the stern and gentle preface to 
the sentence which was to commit the young felon to 
infamous punishment with the words, “ You seem for 
years to have been living a double life.” 

In any life there may be—in every life there is— 
conflict between opposing passions, motives, impulses. 
But in this conflict the man takes sides, one way or 
the other; and this taking sides determines his char- 
acter. His character before God is a unit, not a pair. 
The “ double life” consists, not of two real lives, but 
of a real life, and a false life—which is not the 
man himself. 

One of the most striking apparent examples of a 
double character that history furnishes is cited by 
Dr. McCosh in his work on “ The Divine Govern- 
ment,” out of the history of Sweden. The famous 
Chancellor Oxenstiern had shown many kindnesses to 
one Lilienhorm, advancing him to a post of honor 
and trust. Lilienhorm perfidiously requited his bene- 
factor’ by entering into a conspiracy against his life; 
but as the set time drew near, touched with some 
relentings, he sat down and wrote, in a disguised 
hand, a letter of warning to’the chancellor, designed 
to dissuade him from attending a certain court festi- 
val, and thus to save his life. The great man despised 
the anonymous letter, and kept his appointment, 
attended by Lilienhorm, who stood by and saw his 
master and friend murdered by assassins, And prob- 
ably there were people in Stockholm who heard the 
story, and remarked, “ Howstrange! How inexplica- 
ble! What a self-contradictory character! He 
must have lived a double life.” We look back from 
our ends of the earth (it is easier to make a clear 
moral judgment from a distance of three thousand 
miles and of seven generations), and find nothing 
inexplicable in the case at all. The man was simply 
a vulgar, commonplace traitor; and nowhere in the 
whole business does the deliberateness of his treachery 
appear so odious as when he is sitting at work at the 





letter which he hopes will save his benefactor’s life 


A very remarkable, though not an un-- 







Hit SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








without compromising his own friendly relations with 
the murderers. The act of trying to save a good 
man’s life was a good act, considered by itself alone; 
but it was not by itself alone.. It was the act of a 
guilty conspirator persisting im his guilt, but trying 
to prevent some of the evil consequences of it. That 
deep-seated purpose to do wrong—that failure of a 
purpose to do wholly, unreservedly right—infected 
his whole character and his every act. His was not 
a double life; it was a perfectly simple one. He was 
infected through and through. He was a dishonor- 
able man; he was not capable of doing an honorable 
thing, except by first giving up his dishonorable 
purpose, ° 

There is nothing original in this view of the case. 
It belongs in the rudiments of moral science. Per- 
haps it has never been more clearly stated than by a 
very ancient writer—of about twenty-five hundred 
years ago. Writing tothe Jewish people, the prophet 
Haggai said: “ Ask now the priests concerning the 
law, saying: If one bear holy flesh in the skirt of his 
garment, and with his skirt dotouch bread, or pottage, 
or wine, or oil, or any meat, slrall it be holy? And the 
priests answered and said, No, Then said Haggai, 
If one that is unclean by a dead body touch any of 
these, shall'it be unclean? And the priests answered 
and said, It shall be unclean, Then answered Haggai, 
and said, So is this people, and so is this nation before 
me, saith the Lord; and so is every work of their 
hands.” This statement has not been improved upon 
in all these five-and-twenty centuries. The persistent 
sin will contaminate and discredit all the good and 
honorable acts; the good deed will not be of any 
avail to sanctify the sin. 
_ The seeming countenance given to the opposite 
notion in the seventh chapter to the Romans is only 
aseeming. The Apostle Paul is deeply conscious of 
an inward conflict between evil thoughts, passions, 
temptations, on the one hand, drawing him to sin, 
and, on the other hand, conscience and right judg- 
ment and the law of God. But in this conflict he is 
neither neutral nor of a divided mind. He knows 
clearly which side he is on, He is not leading a 
double life. His aim is single; his whole body is full 
of light. The fact of struggle and conflict proves 
nothing to the contrary. The poor traitor in the 
historical instance had his inward struggles, doubt- 
less, and in the struggles he took the wrong side. 

The show of good in a bad life is not by any 
means always due to conscious hypocrisy. Some- 
times it is so due; and these cases are the most 
melancholy in the natural history of sin. But often 
it comes of tact and good taste, a sense of the fitness 
of things, an indisposition to affront or distress the 
sensibilities of innocent people. And often, also, it 
comes of a strong, unaffected religious sentimentality, 
which delights in the poetry and pathos of religion, 
in the high walks of theologic argument, and kindles 
into great fervors in the conflicts and triumphs of 
the church, but which stands in no practical govern- 
ing relation with the conscience and the life. As 
gross hypocrisy is the most repulsive form of this so- 
called “double life,” so this sincere sentimentality is 
the most illusive and perilous—the most baffling to 
the diagnosis of spiritual physicians. But let no 
man, in either case, flatter himself that he is living 
at once on both sides of the boundary between a right 
purpose of life and a wrong purpose of life. There is 
no residuum of humanity left when the judgment of 
God’s Word and of men’s honest conscience, divides 
‘“between the righteous and the wicked—between 
him that (in his personal choice) serveth God and 
him that (in his personal choice) serveth him not.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Close Bible study is pretty sure to dissipate many a 
traditional notion of Bible truth. This is as true in our 
day as it was in the days of Jesus, when the Bible text 
had been overlaid, and its truths.concealed, by the tra- 
ditions of men, One of the points at which the truth 
has been obscured ia that of God’s standard of Sabbath 
observance for his children, Many a Bible reader has 





been troubled, just here, by the simple text of the narra- 
tive concerning the taking of Jericho. Thus an Illinois 
correspondent writes to ask: 

Are we to understand, from the lesson of October 28, that the 
children of Israel compassed Jericho seven days in succession, 
regardless of God’s previous command to keep the Sabbath day? 
—or seven days in all, without reference to successive days? 

The record stands that they compassed the city six 
days, and that on the seventh day they compassed it 
seven times. This leaves no room for questipning that 
one of those seven days wasthe Sabbath. The rabbinical 
tradition is that the marching began on the first day of 
the week, and that therefore the last day of the siege was 
the Sabbath. However this may be, there is nothing in 
the record that is inconsistent with the true observance 
of the Sabbath by the Israelites on every one of the 
seven days. Were they doing their own work on those 
days? By no means, They were simply following the 
ark of the Lord; and that is good business for any 
believer on the Sabbath, or on any other day of tlre week. 
The work of destruction in Jericho did not, probably, 
begin until sundown of the seventh day. In fact, the 
siege of Jericho was simply a protracted meeting of 
seven days, with extra services on the last day of the 
week, It corresponded, in a measure, to the Week of 
Prayer in modern times, It is a pity that there was not 
more of such Sabbath-keeping, both Sundays and week- 
days, elsewhere than at Jericho. 


Any attempt to change the generally accepted render- 
ing of a Bible passage is sure to be resisted by conservative 
minds; and it is doubtless well for the cause of truth that 
this is so. If a proposed change finally commends itself 
to the thoughtful judgment of fair-minded scholars, it 
will maintain itself in spite of all opposings. If it can- 
not do this, it ought to fall to the ground. Yet, at the 
best, it will take a long time to overcome all oppositions 
and questionings in such achange. To this hour there 
are eminent Hebrew scholars who insist that the narra- 
tive of creation as given in the Book of Genesis clearly 
affirms the creation of the world in six natural days; 
while others of like eminence insist that the term “day” 
may in this narrative properly be understood as implying 
any indefinite period of time. Similarly it is, in connec- 
tion with the narrative of the sun and moon standing 
still at Joshua’s word. A reference was made by The 
Sunday School Times, in its Lesson Surroundings of the 
lesson for November 11, to the suggestion that the text 
would seem to justify the idea that there was a prolong- 
ing of the night, rather than of the day, involved in that 
miracle. Thereupon a well-known Hebrew professor 
from New England takes exception to this suggestion, 
and he says: : 


I am sorry to differ with you respecting the importance of 
the suggestion made by a writer in The Churchman, to which 
you refer in The Sunday School Times of October 27, page 678, 
under the heading ‘‘ Lesson Surroundings.” He is obviously 
wrong in his rendering of v2 (lebo’), at Joshua 10 : 13, that 
word being uniformly used in the Hebrew Bible for the setting 
of the sun. It is so used at least a dozen times in passages 
coming before this one in the Bible, and in a multitude after it; 
in fact, its use in this way is technical in the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures, just as xx» (yatsa’) and mv (zarach) are for the sun’s 
rising. I am inclined to think, too, that Bishop Warren gives 
@ somewhat original derivation for the name of Caleb when he 
gives its meaning as “ According to the heart;” that is, > (-), 
and 25 (/éb). The common derivation is from 25> (kalab), 
meaning originally “lay hold of,” “grip.” Caleb took hold 
in earnest. 

The question at issue in connection with the miracle 
does not pivot upon the ordinary use of the Hebrew term 
bo’ for the “going down” of the sun; for there is no 
dispute just there. The real question is, Does the Bible 
narrative as it stands seem to indicate Joshua’s need of 
prolonged darkness, rather than of daylight? And if 
darkness were just then Joshua’s need, can the Hebrew 
word concerning the sun be so rendered as to conform to 
the miraculous meeting of.the need of Joshua in this 
particular case? Oriental attacks have from the earliest 
ages been quite, commonly surprises by night; and the 
deliberately attacking party in such a case is naturally 
a gainer through the increased panic of the other party 
because of the darkness, This was the case in Abra- 
ham’s attack on Chedorlaomer, and in Gideon’s on the 
Midianites. Joshua is said to have moved up against 
the confederate kings at Gibeon by night; and when 
they were flying panic-stricken, a fearful hail-storm is 
said to have caused great havoc among them. All this 
would seem to indicate darkness as the ally of Joshua; 
and when we find him crying to the sun and the moon to 
“be silent” or to stay where they are, it certainly seems 
more reasonable to suppose that they were.out of sight, 
than that they were shining out through a dense hail- 
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cloud. The only barrier to this natural conclusion is, 
that the word subsequently employed with reference to 
the sun’s motion is ordinarily applied to the going down 
of the sun, or to his entering his chamber—when used in 
connection with the sun. But when it is seen that this 
word taken by itself is far more frequently rendered 
“come” or “enter” than “go down” or “disappear,” the 
suggestion seems a reasonable one, that, in this instance, 
it may be so rendered as applied to the sun’s coming into, 
or entering, the scene (as would seem, for example, to be 
its use in Isa. 60:1); for with the other rendering the 
narrative itself lacks naturalness and consistency—apart 
from any question of the miracle. In short, as a choice 
between difficulties, many would prefer this. This sug- 
gestion is not a new one, Its recent elaboration in The 
Churchman only called fresh attention to its suggestive- 
ness. It was brought out quite fully, some years ago, 
by George Warrington, in a treatise on the Bible mira- 
cles, as published by the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge. It has commended itself to many; yet by 
many scholars it is not accepted as of any value. Among 
this latter number is the respected Hebrew scholar whose 
letter is given above. As totheorigin of the word “Caleb,” 
the opinion of that scholar would certainly command 
attention. Yet here, also, there have been several mean- 
ings suggested, including the secondary one of “a dog” 
—which naturally finds favor with the advocates of the 
“totem” theory. fy 








A LAW OF LIGHT. 
BY PROFESSOR T. WHITING BANCROFT, 


The air around us but receives 
The sun’s illuminating ray ; 
No particle of light it gives 
To make the glory of the day. 


Were not the light reflected back 
From earth and planet; moon and star, 
Phoebus would leave ao shining track 
To mark his chariot’s course afar, 


No ray of righteousness descends 

With healing on our darkened earth, 
Till from a human heart it bends, 

To waken goodness into birth, 


~ Brown Untoersity: 





ORIENTAL NUMBERS AND BATTLES. 


BY WILLIAM WRIGHT, PH.D., D.D., LL.D., F.R.G.8., D.C.L, 

" -HONOBABY SECRETARY OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 

; A, ae BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The story of Gideon’s deliverance opens with words 
interided to give an idea of the vastness of the enemies’ 
numbers. The Midianites and other Bedawin swarmed 
up out of the Jordan valley like locusts for multitude; 
they and their camels were without number. As we 
read the words, we feel as we have often felt in standing 
on some headland by the sea. When we look out on the 
great ocean, we have only a limited idea of its depth, 
the mighty continents it girds, the wealth it bears and 
embosoms; but we have an idea of vastness that no 
arithmetical heaping up of millions upon miilions of 
cubic feét or gallons could give us. To the Western 
mind the comparison of the Midianites to the swarming 
locusts seems an Oriental exaggeration. To those who 
have seen both the locusts and the Bedawin in the 
greatness of their numbers, the expressions are not only 
true to fact, but they leave an impression of vastness 
which fascinates the imagination and oppresses the intel- 
lect, Let us look at a locust swarm, and then at a 
Bedawin tribe. 

The first time I saw a swarm of locusts, they looked 

like a blinding shower of snow. For about an hour the 
storm swept over us, darkening the air; but they passed 
clean away, leaving scarcely a straggler behind. They 
settled, however, on the sunny slopes of the Anti-Lebanon, 
where they deposited their eggs. 
. A few months later the earth where the eggs were 
deposited seemed to have become instinct with life ; and 
the whole surface began to flow, like a flood of lava, 
with waves of wingless locusts. I met the advancing 
tide as it rolled up a gently sloping plain towards 4 
village with gardens and extensive fig plantations and 
vineyards. The villagers saw the danger, and thousands 
of them bravely resisted the invaders. Trenches were 
dug and filled with burning brush-wood, in front of the 
rolling mass, and the men stood by the trenches and 
beat the locusts back into the flames; but the tide rolled 
on several inches deep, and filled the trenches till the 
roasting mass extinguished the fires. 

While the Arabs were resisting wildly at the fim 
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trench, another fiery trench was being prepared in their 
rear; but the young wingless locusts swept over the first 
and second trenches regardless of their losses, and, with- 
out pausing for an instant, they rolled over all barriers, 
growing in strength as they proceeded, and finally they 
settled down upon the gardens, devouring every green 
thing, and barking every tree and shrub. 

The Hebrew word translated “grasshoppers” here 
(Judg. 6 : 4) occurs about twenty times in the Bible, and 
in all except four instances it is translated “ locusts.” 


The root idea of the word is “to be numerous; ” and 
among all the myriads of animated nature there is noth- 
ing that gives such an overwhelming idea of numbers as 
a swarm of young locusts leaping and tumbling over 
each other. 

Let us now look at a Bedawi tribe. Thirteen years 
ago, I had the inestimable privilege of making a tour 
through Hauran and’ Bashan with that most delightful 
of all Syrian travelers, Dr. Thomson, of “The Land and 
the Book.” Onan April morning we started from Der’a, 
the Edrei of the Bible. It was a sweet, cloudless morn- 
ing, with a miragy atmosphere. We steered our course 
in a south-westerly direction over wavy hills covered with 
splendid crops of wheat, the sides of the way ablaze with 
anemones, 

As we approached Remthey, we saw what in the miragy 
atmosphere seemed a row of trees fifteen or twenty miles 
in extent. I had been over the path before, and I was 
struck with this new feature in the landscape. Soon it 
seemed to us that the line, as far as we could see, was in 
motion ; and as we approached closer to it, we discovered 
that it was composed of camels, We spurred our horses, 
and soon we found ourselves by the side of the great 
living stream of the Wield ’Aly Arabs, moving from the 
Arabian Desert to the pastures of Jaulan. The proces- 
sion marched six or seven abreast, and in families of 
from twenty to a hundred and fifty. The camels had 
curious baskets fixed on their humps, and in these were 
stowed women and children, and kids and dogs, while 
cooking utensils were hung all round the baskets, and 
by their dams trotted little baby camels. The stream 
flowéd past silent and orderly, with here and there a 
spearman riding by the side of his family. At short 
intervals, flocks of sheep and goats marched parallel with 
the living stream. 

A party of Arab horsemen were reclining on a little 
hill, with their spears stuck in the ground, watching their 
people pass. We rode up to them, and their chief received 
us with great courtesy, and urged us to await the arrival 
of the cavalry with the sheikh, to whom I had onge done 
a favor which they remembered. We remained about 
an hour, and still the stream flowed past. The Arabs 
told us they had begun to move at an early hour, and 
would continue on the march for days; and as far as we 
could see, looking north and south, the procession was 
without break or pause. They told us they could bring 
into the field a hundred thousand fighting men, and their 
people, they said, was “like the sand of the sea.” Never 
before or since have I seen such a swarm of human 
beings,—“a multitude that xo man could number.” 

About a week later I returned by the same path, and 
the stream of human beings still continued to flow, but 
of diminished volume. 

Such were the hosts of Midian that swarmed across the 
Jordan in the days of Gideon. They were the ancestors 
of these very Bedawin, and they swept down this very 
same road on their way to the fertile valley of Esdraelon. 

As they emerged from the Jordan lowlands, the Israel- 
tes were brushed aside into the mountains, to the dens 
“and caves and strongholds.” Even “Gideon threshed 
wheat by the wine-press” in the depression among the 
hills, “ to hide it from the Midianites.” “For they came 
up with their cattle, and their tents, and they came as 
grasshoppers for multitude; for both they ‘and their 
camels were without number; and they entered into the 
land to destroy it” (Judg. 6:5). The incessant stream 
of Bedawin and camels, etc., that swept past us to the 
pastures of Jaulan, were precisely similar to the Midian- 
itish hordes that filled the valley of Jezreel; and in their 
numbers, in their irresistible march, in their manner of 
devouring the crops, and leaving everything peeled and 

desolate behind them, they were most fitly likened to 
grasshoppers, or locusts. 

I have seen something of Oriental warfare. Battles 
are generally of three kinds: First, between the town or 
settled Arabs and the Bedawin ; second, between Bedawin 
and Bedawin in pitched battle, on equal terms, and in 
Open day; third, night attacks by comparatively small, 
ca eeeeet bodies, against scattered and unprepared 

i 


In the spring of 1874 a small party of us were return- 


ing from Palmyra, and a few miles beyond Tharyetein 
we passed close by a desperate battle in progress between 
the Giath and Amour Arabs on one side, and a powerful 
caravan, proceeding from Baghdad to Damascus, ‘on the 
other. The camels of the caravan were formed into a 
circular rampart, the head of one camel being made fast 
to the next; and from behind this living rampart the 
hardy villagers, who were bringing provisions for their 
families from beyond the Euphrates, defended themselves 
throughout a long summer day. The Bedawin galloped 
round the circle, making a feint here and an attack 
there, until the villagers were worn out and their ammu- 
nition exhausted. Near sunset a wounded camel stag- 
gered and fell, and broke the line. The circle opened 
out and became a crescent. Quick as lightning the 
Bedawin rushed in at the breach, the camels fled in 
panic in all directions, and the wiry Arabs with their 
flashing spears decided the victory in a few minutes. 

This is the ordinary manner of attack and defense 
between the- town and desert Arabs. Generally the 
Bedawin, fearing that their precious mares might be 
killed, do not press their attacks, and, after riding round 
the zereba for a time, ieave the caravan unmolested for 
the rest of the journey. And sometimes the attacking 
Bedawin are bought off by a few bags of dates and rice, 
and a roll of tobacco. In the battle of Tharyetein the 
prize was considered worth fighting for. I had full 
details of the fight afterwards from both victors and 
vanquished. The Bedawin captured one hundred and 
twenty loads of butter and a large amount of tobacco, 
dates, Persian carpets, horses, mules, and camels, valued 
at £4,000. They also stripped the caravan people, the 
living as well as the dead, and left them naked in the 
desert. 

The second kind of battle is the most common in the 
desert. It is the battle of Bedawi romance. The fight- 
ing men of the tribes meet in open day, on the broad 
desert, and settle their differences in pitched battles. 
The leaders and chiefs are mounted on horses, but the 
larger number of the fighting men are mounted on 
camels, each camel carrying two men. These battles 
are seldom decisive, and they are not very destructive. 
There is always a great deal of advancing and retreating, 
a great deal of showy horsemanship, but exceedingly 
little bloodshed. I once crossed the plain where one of 
these battles had been fought a few days before. Rumor 
put the slain at a very high figure. There were the 
skeletons of forty or fifty camels lying about, like the 
hulls of wrecked boats on the seashore. There were 
myriads of vultures feasting lazily, but I could find no 
indication that more than a score of the combatants had 
fallen. The animals are fleet, and when one side has 
had enough of the fight it generally draws off. Except 
when there are very embittered feelings, or blood-feud, 
the retreating Bedawin are seldom pursued or molested. 

The third kind of desert warfare resembles the attack 
of Gideon on the Midianites. The night attack is not 
looked upon as honorable, and it is not very common; but 
it is usually successful, and it is exceedingly destructive. 

In the spring of 1870 we arrived late in the evening 
at Sulkhad, the Salchah of the Bible (Deut. 3:10). We 
pitched our tentin a tempest of rain. Sheikh Muhammed 
E]-Atrash sent for us, and when we entered his great guest- 
chamber, we found it packed full of Bedawi warriors. 
They were the Isai who had made a night onslaught on 
the Ma’ajal, and had been victorious. We had at last 
before us an Arab army flushed with victory. Their 
spears were yet red; and they had the trophies of war 
with them,—thirteen mares of the blood, ninety camels, 
and forty guns. Therain had driven them to seek shelter 
in the sheikh’s house, and he was preparing them a feast. 
A great fire was blazing in the middle of the floor, and 
tongues of flame licked the ceiling. The smoke was 
thick and bitter; but we bore it for the sake of the heat, 
as our clothes were drenched through and through. 

The guest-chamber, where we were seated, was a 
large, low-roofed building, once a Christian church. 
The roof was supported on two sets of heavy arches, and 
was composed of stone rafters laid across from arch to 
arch. The roof was ebon black, and the great chamber 
was sombre in the extreme. The Bedawin sat around 
silently, with flashing eyes and white teeth, watching 
the abundant preparations for dinner. The red light 
from the fire gleamed on the fierce, half-naked savages, 
some of them torn and bleeding. It was a sight never 
to be forgotten. ’ 

The feast having been gone through, with the most 
scrupulous care, as regarded precedence and etiquette, 
the sheikh in a brief speech narrated how the Ma’ajal 
were the enemies of God and man. In the name of 
God, and for his honor, he had led his valiant children 





of dogs” were sleeping, he and his valiant children had 
fallen upon them, and had destroyed them utterly. They 
attacked at a great many points at once, to make the 
enemy think they were very numerous. They had 
driven their camels over the tents in which the women 
and children were sleeping; and finally they had sent 
them headlong among their flying and terrified animals, 
until they were utterly destroyed. Their rout was the 
rout of the Midianites on a small scale, and their victory 
was complete. 


Woolsthorpe, Norwood, England. 





PERSISTENCE. 
,BY ANNIE M, LIBBY, 


Slow fell the pearly drops from out the fountain’s brim- 
ming bowl 
Upon the stone below, 
And none gave heed; but when the years had brought ap 
pointed dole 
To men, of weal or woe, 
And on the churchyard’s mossy slates their carven names 
were dim, 
Lo, in the granite gray, 
A pool where swallows bathed, beneath the laughing foum 
tain’s rim, 
‘The stone was worn away ! 
Boston, Mass. 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY. 
BY HIRAM M, STANLEY. 


That the name “ Sunday-school library ” has become in 
the minds of some most intelligent and estimable people 
a synonym fer a collection of cheap and weak goody- 
goody books, is much to be regretted; and it is still 
more to be regretted that this opinion has some founda- 
tion in fact. While by no means always the case, still it 
is too often true that the Sunday-school library is pur- 
chased on the principle of the greatest number of books 
for the least money; and the selection is too frequently 
left to persons who, although very well-meaning in their 
efforts, have little feeling for literary form, and small 
appreciation of scientific accuracy. 

As to the aim of the Sunday-school library, we note 
that it is a school library as well as a Sunday library, 
The aim of a college library, for instance, is to furnish 
books which shall be of direct assistance to teachers and 
pupils in connection with the courses of study; and if 
the Sunday-school aims at serious instruction in biblical 
study as the chief means of stimulating the moral and 
religious nature, the chief end of its library should be to 
promote the thorough and devout study of the Scrip- 
tures. We believe that this point of view is often over- 
looked and ignored. Indeed, it is too generally taken 
for granted that the main object of the Sunday-school 
library is to provide light religious fiction, suitable for 
passing away the time on Sunday afternoons. This too 
common opinion is certainly not elevating in its ten- 
dency. The Sunday-school is as yet an amateur organi- 
zation, but it need not therefore be superficial in its 
methods and aims. It is the office of the teacher to lead 
the scholar to use books of reference, history, and travel, 
wkich have a bearing on the reguiar lessons. Thescholar 
must be stimulated to solid reading and study, and, if a 
proper selection of books is made, the teacher will have 
little difficulty. No boy or girl will seriously object to 
reading the “ Zigzags in the Levant,” “Family Flight 
over Egypt and Syria,” or “ Boy Travellers in Egypt and 
the Holy Land;” and, with a little effort, young people 
can be interested in Geikie, Farrar, and Conybeare and 
Howson. Several copies of books of reference should be 
kept on hand. As many of the books as possible should 
be illustrated, and all books should be prettily and sub- 
stantially bound. / 

There must be some fiction; but the selection should 
be small, and made with the utmost care, embracing only 
works thoroughly wholesome ir spirit, and having some 
literary value. Most of the works of such authors as 
Miss Yonge, Mrs. Ewing, Susan Coolidge, Agnes Giberne, 
Mrs. Charles, Mrs. Whitney, Miss Alcott, Mrs. Prentiss, 
Mrs, Burnett, and Mrs. Molesworth, will be acceptable. 
In history, biography, travels, missions, natural history, 
and sermons, there are scores of attractive and instruc- 
tive books, many of which are mentioned in the approved 
list furnished by the Connecticut Ladies’ Commission. 
Miss Hewins’s excellent “ Books for the Young” should 
also be consulted. Religious papers and magazines 
should be supplied both in bound form and in current 
numbers. Good Words, The Quiver, Sunday, and other 
standard religious papers, will interest old and young, and 
will afford far more elevating literature than the Sunday 





by a circuitous route of three days, and while “the sons 


daily newspaper provides, A reference library of the 
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best helps should be placed in the library room, and, 

keys being kept by the teachers, it should always be 
accessible for study. Finally, it is essential for continu- 
ous growth and enlarging usefulness that a standing 
library committee should have entire charge, should add 
current books, and should semi-annually issue lists of 


_ references bearing on the Sunday-school lessons for the 


ensuing half-year. 
Lake Forest University, IU. 





EIN’ FESTE BURG IST UNSER GOTT! 


(Rendered closely in Broad Scotch.) 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM WYE SMITH. 


Our God is aye an unco beild! 
Defender ever leevin’! 
He helpit us, an’ was our shield,— 
Wi’ a’ our troubles grievin’! 
Our auld malignant fae 
Wad hae his gruesome way; 
His slee an’ pawkie craft 
His graith an’ cleeding aft,— 
The warl’ ne’er saw his even! 


Wi’ our ain micht is naething dune,— 
We’re near our last undoin’ ! 
But O, the Richt Man helps us sune, 
An’ turns aside our ruin! 
Speir’st thou, “ Wha is that same?” 
Christ Jesus is his name! 
Lord o’ the heavenly host, 
Nae ither God we boast ;— 
A hostile warl’ subduin’! 


An’ though the fiends sud fil) the air 
An’ ettle our devourin’, 
We never wad be dauntit sair, 
Nor fley’t at terror lowerin’! 
This warl’s prince himsel’, 
Though he sud look sae snell, 
Can gie us nae mair fear ; 
For his ain judgment’s near,— 
Ae word can send him cowerin’! 


That word sal ever bide on hie, 
Nor ever fae come near it! 
An’ God sal stan’ beside us aye, 
Wi a’ his gifts an’ spirit! 
Tak they this life awa’, 
Gear, fame, wife, bairns, an’ a’; 
E’en let them gang for aye 
Nae gain hae they that slay! 
Our kingdom we’ll inherit! 


_Newmarket, Ont. 





LESSONS FROM A LITTLE TEACHER, 
BY HA. L 


Helen was almost five years old, and it was her first 
jzeer in Sunday-school, Her teacher, Miss Bell, who 
had never before failed to be present, was obliged to be 
absent from her class for two consecutive Sundays on 


account of illness. When Helen saw her after this, the 
little girl’s first eager question was, “ Are you comin’ to 
Sunday-’cool next Sunday?” And during the entire 


summer, whenever she saw her teacher, the same ques- 
tion was repeated with unfailing interest, sometimes fol- 
lowed by the confidential whisper, “ ’Cause, if you don’t, 
I shan’t go either.” 


fewer absences. 
When Miss Bell was to be out of town one Sunday, 


she asked a friend to teach her class. That Sunday 


afternoon Helen’s mother said to her little girl: 
“Well, how did you like your new teacher? ” 


“Oh! pretty well,” was the reply; “only she talked 
so much I couldn’t ‘understand, My own teacher says 


nice words that I know.” 


Could there be a clearer expression than this simple, 
childish one of the need of using the simplest language 


in teaching little minds? 
One evening there was at Helen’s home a rehearsal, 


and she heard, among other things, the exclamation, 
“O heavens!” Thenext morning she asked her mother: 
“Was it the heaven where God lives that they were 


talking about last night?” 


“ Yes,” was the answer. ’ 


“Why,” said she, “I shouldn’t think they’d say it 


like that.” 


“Oh!” said the mother, in telling this to a friend, 
“T am so sorry she heard that.” 


Is it not too often the case that the sweet natural 
reverence of children is shocked by the thoughtless 
words of older people, perhaps even of Christian parents? 
One day Helen was looking at a picture of children and 
angels. Aer naming all the little girls, saying, “This 
is Mary, this is Alice, this is Nellie,” and so on, she 


Surely if teachers watched over 
_ their scholars with such diligent interest, there would be 


pointed to one of the angels, and said, “This is— Oh, 
no!” quickly checking herself, “I don’t know any angel 
names!” Many older lips do not hesitate to speak 
lightly of angels, and of their Creator himself. 

Truly “a little child shall lead them” in the path of 
earnest zeal, simplicity, and reverence. 

South Manchester, Conn, 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME, 
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TED’S THANKSGIVING. 
BY THE REV, EDWARD A. RAND. 





“Here’s yer Times, Press, and Her-ruld!” sang out 
a sharp, shrill boy voice in the streets of the great city 
very late one sultry November night, ‘“La-tust news 
from—You-r-r-rup |” 
More than one passer-by said, ‘Seems to me that little 
feller will have a late supper, if he don’t start for home 
quick,” 
But Ted Thompson had a purpose in these protracted 
sales, In his pocket was a folded slip of paper. Pen- 
manship and figures were on it,—not elegant penman- 
ship, and the figures were uneyen. Ted laughed when 
he looked at them. And whenever le sold a paper, he 
took out this scrap of paper, unfolded it, and set down a 
mark, saying: 
“One more for Bob’s thanksgiving!” 
When he had sold his last paper, and made the last 
mark in the account, then he said: 
“Now for home and some supper!” 
Not a very nice home was Ted’s; for he lived in a tall 
tenement-house squeezed among other tenement-houses 
tall and grim, and all had a thin look, as if much crowd- 
ing had pressed them together and flattened them. Up 
the dirty stairways, through long, lean entries with an 
unwholesome atmosphere, Ted made his way, reaching 
a door which he eagerly opened, and in a half-suppressed 
tone he asked: 
“ Bobby up, mother? ” 
A voice issued from the dimly lighted room: 
“ Well, Ted, I’m sorry; but the little feller couldn’t 
keep awake no ways. You come and see him.” 

Ted followed his mother, who had a worn, anxious 
face, into a little bedroom. She held up the’ lamp, 
while Ted looked down on his brother Bobby,—a child 


crutches by the side of the bed indicated that Bobby 
was a cripple, 


easy, you know.” 
“T guess not, Ted.” 


news from Europe gave a “ jest-easy-you-know” kiss. 


Ted lifted his deep blue eyes toward his mother, and said; 
“Don’t you's’pose he thought it was one of them 


and gals sleepin’? ” 
“T shouldn’t wonder, Ted.” 


God. Ted’s father was there too. 


which was Ted’s scant supper. 
“Yes, Ted.” 


verse, suggesting many blessings? 


tears from their eyes.” 
Ted must take out his news as promptly as possible, 


I go,” said Ted, 


Ted went off. 


cracker for ye this mornin’,” 
him into the entry. 
“That is all right, mother. 





how they grow!” 


with a sweet face, now placid in sleep. A little pair of 
“ Do—do you s’pose he’d wake—if—I kiss him? Jest 


The peaceful face stirred a bit when the retailer of 


angels I told him about when I came home from Sun- 
day-school the last time,—them as takes care of boys 


There were tear-marks on her face; for she thought 
of her children who were with the beautiful angels of 


“ Did he say his verse, mother, ’fore he went to bed?” 
asked Ted, as they passed out to the kitchen table, on 


That verse! Is it any wonder that a half-starved boy 
like Ted should pick it out of the Bible as a typical 


This was it: “They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, 
nor any heat, For the Lamb which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of waters, and God shall wipe away all 


The next morning this family of three arose early, for 
“Come up in my lap, Bobby, and give us a kiss ’fore 


Bobby’s crutches clattered over the floor prompily, 
and he nestled for a moment in his brother's arms. Then 


“Sorry, Ted, I didn’t have more breakfast than that 
said his mother, following 


Say, do you s’pose he 
knows ’bout Thanksgivin’,—what I’m a-doin’? Every 
penny I can make by sellin’ beyond t’other boys’ hours, 
I set it down here and save for Bob’s Thanksgivin’, See 





Ted took out the paper that had the record of his 
extra sales, 

“T tell ye, mother, Bob shall have a good Thanksgivin’, 
We'll live high. Now Tinkham Davis he says he’s got 
his eye on a fine chicken Stubbs the butcher has at the 
door of his shop. He hopes Stubbs won’t take it in, for 
the longer it’s out the cheaper it is, But, mother, 
’tain’t a chicken at all; it’s an old crow-biddy. We are 
goin’ to have a gen-ny-wine chicken for Bob’s Thanks. 
givin’, Yes,sir! Now, mother, you hear Bob’s verse, 
won’t ye? I tell him it isa Thanksgivin’ verse, I did 
well when I picked it out; didn’t I?” 

When: Ted’s mother went back into the kitchen, she 


‘| saw a lonely cracker on the table. 


“There, if that Ted didn’t leave his cracker! Jest 
like him. He left it for Bobbie, I know. Well, I will 
hear Bobby say his verse,” thought the mother. 

Bobby showed that he was making good progress in 
learning his Thanksgiving verse. It was certainly very 
comforting to a hungry little fellow to know there was a 
place where food would be abundant, The days turning 
like golden wheels toward Thanksgiving revolved slowly 
but surely, and at last there came the day before Thanks- 
giving. 

“Here’s your Times, Press, and Her-ruld!” Ted was 
shrieking. He chuckled now and then over the thought 
that this very night, on his way home, he would be able 
to stop at the shop of one Stubbs and buy a “ ven-ny- 
wine” chicken for Bob’s Thanksgiving. He was so 
much absorbed in happy thoughts that he did not pay 
attention to a horse and carriage turning a corner near 
him, just as he was starting to cross the street. There 
was such a commotion, too, on every hand,—the horse- 
cars rumbling, the heavy drays thumping, grocers’ wagons 
rattling, the drivers shouting merrily just before Thanks- 
giving. And suddenly, in the midst of all the confusion, 
Ted slipped out there in the street, and the team turning 
the corner rushed upon him. Oh, oh! how everybody 
looking wished they could look away just then, and yet 
could not seem to do it! 

“Take him into this’pothecary’s store here!” bawled 
a policeman, as poor little Ted was lifted up out of the 
pitifal turmoil, 

“Do you. know who he is?” inquired the elegant 
Mrs. Stately, all her silks rustling as she beamed upon 
the apothecary: °--- - : 

“Qh, yes!” said Dr. Drugs. “They call him Ted. 
Smart little feller. Sells early and late, especially late. 
I s’pose they are poor folks, and he has to. O marm! 
there are lots of em—lots of poor! They’ll havea mean 
Thanksgivin’ if somebody don’t favor’em. That's s0, 
marm! Piceman just broke down, marm, fairly cried, 
saying he found in this poor little chap’s pocket some 
pennies in a paper, and it said ‘For Bob’s Thankagivin’,’ 
He knows the family. I tell ye that takes hold of ye.” 
Here the apothecary wiped his eyes. 

Do you know where he lives, sir?” 

“Down in Back Alley, I think.” 

** Ah! I believe I have some houses there. My agent 
has told me so,” 

“ Better go down and take a look at’em,” said Dr. 
Drugs bluntly. 

“J—I—I will,” said Mrs. Stately, who did not per- 
sonally know how poorly some people lived in this 
world. She had never seen her grimy, dirty old tene- 
ment. houses, 

She kept her word, went, resolved she would: “do 
lots” for the folks there, and especially for Bobby and 
his mother. That, though, could not save Ted. It was 
soon evident that if Bobby had found in Mrs. Stately a 
good friend on the earth, he would soon have a little 
friend in heaven. This, though, was the seventh; for 
six little Thompsons had all found a home of plenty in 
the skies. 

Thanksgiving morning came, new, bright, golden. 

“Oh!” sobbed Bobby, pointing at Ted, lying on his 
bed, “ he—he’s openin’—his—eyes—mother! Ishe goin 
to git well?” 

Yes, opening them and coming back to this world § a 
moment! And going also'to get well! 

“Say—your—verse— Bobby—your Thanks—” came 
the words—oh, so slowly and feebly ! 

Ted stopped, and began again: “ They—shall—hunger 
—no—more.” - 

Then he stopped, and—forever. His eyes shut again. 
A smile seemed to flutter on his face, like the motion of 
a bright wing trying to rise. 

“He’s — gone—to—to spend — Thanksgivin’ — in 
heaven,” said his poor mother, covering her face with 
her hands. Then Bobby dropped his head on the bed, 





and sobbed bitterly. 
| Watertown, Masa, - 
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LESSON 


a 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1888.] 


1. October 7.—The Commission of Joshua 


HELPS. 


Josh, 1: 1-9 








2. October 14.—Crossing the Jordan 


8. October 21.—The Stones of Memorial 


4. October 28.—The Fail of Jericho 


Josh, 4 : 10-24 
Josh, 6 : 1-16 








5. November 4.—Defeat at Ai......... 


Josh. 7 : 1-12 





6. November 11.—Caleb’s Inheritance 


Josh, 14 : 5-15 





7. November 18.—Helping One Anothe?P............s0000 Josh, 21 : 43-45; 22 :1-9 
25.—The Covenant Renewed...........s0cesesssesseee Josh, 24 : 19-28 


8. November 


9. December 2.—Israel Under Judges 
10. December 9.—Gideon’s AWMRyY............c00.cceseees Judg. 7 : 1-8 


11. December 16.—Death of Samson 


Tudg. 2 : 11-23 





Judg. 16 : 21-31 





12. December 23.—Ruth’s Choice. 


Ruth 1 : 16-22 





13. December 30.—Review; or, Temperance Lesson, Num. 6 : 1-4; or, 
Missiouary Lesson, Psa. 67 : 1-7. 





LESSON X., SUNDAY, 


TITLE: GIDEON’S ARMY. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Judg. 7: 1-8. Memory verses, 2, 3.) 


COMMON VERSION. 

1 Then Je-rib’ba-al, who is Gid’- 
e-on, and all the people that were 
with him, rose up early, and 
pitched beside the well of Ha’rod : 
so that the host of the Mid’i-an-ites 
were on the north side of them, 
by the hill of M6’reh, in the valley. 

2 And the Lorp said unto Gid’e- 
on, The people that are with thee 
are too many for me to give the 
Mid‘i-an-ites into their hands, lest 
Is‘ra-el vaunt themselves against 
me, saying, Mine own hand hath 
saved me. 

8 Now therefore go to, proclaim 
in the ears of the people, saying, 
Whosoever is fearful and afraid, 
let him return and depart early 
from mount Gil’e-ad. And there 
returned of the people twenty and 
two thousand; and there remain- 
ed ten thousand. 

4 And the Lorn said unto Gid’e- 
on, The people are yet too many; 
bring them down unto the water, 
and I will try them for thee there: 
and it shall be, that of whom I say 
unto thee, This shall go with thee, 
the same shall go with thee; and 
of whomsoever I say unto thee, 
This shall not go with thee, the 
same shall not go. 

5 So he brought down the people 
unto the water: and the LorD 
said unto Gid’e-on, Every one 
pet lappeth of the waier with 

tongue, as a dog lappeth, him 
shalt thou set by himself; like- 
wise every one that boweth down 
upon his knees to drink. 

6 And the number of them that 
lapped, pu/ting their hand to their 
mouth, were three hundred men: 
but all the rest ofthe people bowed 
down upon their knees to drink 
water. 

7 And the Lorp said unto Gid’e- 
on, By the three hundred men 
that lapped will I save you, and 
deliverthe Mid‘i-an-itesinto thine 
hand: and let all the other people 
go every man unto his place. 

8 So the people took victuals in 
their hand, and their trumpets: 
and he sent all the rest of Is’ra-el 
every man unto his tent, and re- 
tained those three hundred men : 
and the host of Mid‘i-an was be- 
neath him in the valley. 


—_— 


hen is, Trembling (see v. 3). 2 5 Or, Srom the hill of Mor: h onwards in 
4 According to some ancient versions, 


alley. % Or, go round about. 
Bo t they took the victuals of the people, 


The American Committee would substitute “ encamped”’ for “ pitched” 
in verse 1, “thy” for “thine” in verse 7, and “ Jehovah” for“ the Lonp” 
throughout, and would omit marginal note 4, 





DECEMBER 9, 1888. 


REVISED VERSION. 


1 Then Jerubbaal, who is Gide- 
on, and ali the people that were 
with him, rose up early, and 
pitched beside the spring of 
1Harod: and the camp of Midi- 
an was on the north side of 
them, 2by the hill of Moreh, in 
the valley. 

2 And the Lorp said unto Gide- 
on, The people that are with 
thee are too many for me to 
give the Midianites into their 
hand, lest Israel vaunt them- 
selves against me, saying, Mine 

3 own hand hath saved me. Now 
therefore go to, proclaim in the 
ears of the people, saying, Who- 
soever is fearful and trembling, 
let him return and *depart from 
mount Gilead. And there re- 
turned of the people twenty 
and two thousand; and there 
remained ten thousand. 

4 And the Lorp said unto Gide- 
on, The people are yet too many; 
bring them down unto the wa- 
ter, and I will try them for thee 
there: and it shall be, that of 
whom I say unto thee, This shall 
go with thee, the same shall go 
with thee; and of whomsoever 
I say unto thee, This shall not 
go with thee, the same shall 

5 not go. So he brought down 
the people unto the water: and 
the Lorp said unto Gfieon, 
Every one that lappeth of the 
water with his tongue, as a dog 
lappeth, him shalt thou set by 
himself; likewise every one 
that boweth down upon his 

6 knees to drink. And the num- 
ber of them that lapped, putting 
their hand to their mouth, was 
three hundred men: but all the 
rest of the people bowed down 
upon their knees to drink water. 

7 And the LorpDsaid unto Gideon, 
By the three hundred men that 
lapped will I save you, and de- 
liver the Midignites into thine 
hand: and lef ail the peopie go 

8 every man unto his place. *So 
the people took victuals in their 
hand, and their trumpets: and 

he sent all the men of Israel 
every man unto his tent, but 
retained the three hundred 
men: and the camp of Midian 
‘was beneath him in the valley. 





LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER: God’s Promises Fulfilled. 


GotpEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: There failed not aught 
of any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of 
Israel ; all came to pass.—Josh. 21 : 45. 


Lesson Toric: Regaining God's Favor. ° 


1, Pride Forestalled, vs. 1, 2. 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. Numbers Reduced, vs. 3-6. 
3. God Accepted, vs. 7, 8. 


GotpEen Text: Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.—Zech. 4 : 6. 


Datty Home Reaprnos: 
M.—Judg. 7: 


F.—Judg. 8 : 


1-8. Regaining God's favor. 
T.—Judg. 6 : 1-24. Gideon called to the judgeship. 
W.—Judg. 6 : 25-40. Gideon at his work. 

T.—Judg. 7: 9-25. Gideon's great victory. 

1-23. Gideon’s conquests, 

$.—Psa. 51: 1-19. God’s favor sought, 

$.—1 John 5:1-21. The way to victory. 


Josh, 3° 5-17 f 


LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, PRIDE FORESTALLED. 

1. Ready for Battle : 

Gideon, and all the people, .. . rose up early, and pitched—(1), 

They set the battle in array against them (Gen. 14 : 8). 

The Philistines put themselves in array against Israel (1 Sam, 4 : 2). 

In the seventh day the battle was joined (1 Kings 20 : 29), 

Our wrestling is not against flesh and blood (Eph. 6:12). 

i. Confident in Numbers : 

The people that are with thee are too many (2). 

= bay ws ov as locusts for multitude :... they came... to destroy 
udg. 6 

With the multitude of my chariots am I come (2 oe 19 ; 23). 

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses (Psa. 20 : 7), 

There is no king saved by the multitude of an a4 (Psa. 83 : 16). 


Il. Liable to Pride : 
Lest Israel vaunt themselves against me (2). 


Pride goeth before destruction (Proy. 16 : 18). 
~ him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall (1 Cor. 10: 


12). 
Lest being puffed up he fall a ty the condemnation (1 Tim. 8 : 6), 
God resisteth the proud (Jas, 4 : 6). 
1. “Gideon, and all the eae Pp 
beside thes ring.”’ (1) Jnanimity ; (2) Alertness ; (3) Readiness, 
2. “The people... are too many for me to give. . into their 
hand.”’ (i) The gift peppeees; (2) The recipients "waiting ; (3) 
The hindrance disclosed. 
8. ‘Lest Israel vaunt themselves against me.” (1) The offense 
pr ecard (2) The inducement operating; (3) Tne precaution 
opted, 


. Tose up early, and pitched 





II, NUMBERS REDUCED. 

|. The Fearful Dismissed : 

Whosoever is fearful and trembling, let him return (3). 
— him go,... lest his brethren’s heart melt as his heart (Deut. 


There wove they in great fear, where no fear was (Psa. 53 : 5). 
He that ee? is not made perfect in love (1 John 4: 18). 
The fearful, ... tneir part shall be in the lake (Rev. 241: 8). 


ll. The Many Rejected : 
The people are yet too many (4). 


The Lord saveth not with sword and spear (1 Sam. 17 : 47) 

—— thou didst rely on the Lord, he delivered chase (2 Chron. 
8 

There is a greater with us than with him (2 Chron. 82: 7), 

= a that... trust in chariots, because they are many (Isa. 


lil. The Few Retained: 

The number of them that lapped ... was three hundred (6). 

There is no restraint... to save by Freed or by few (1 Sam. 14 : 6). 

We are left but a few of. many (Jer. 4 

Many are called, but few chosen (Matt, . ¥ 

Not many mighty , hot many noble, are called ‘a Coe. 1: 26). 

1. ‘Whosoever is fearful,...let him return.” (1) Qualities de- 
manded tor God’s service ; (2) Qualities Kehoe from God's 
service. 

2. ‘‘The people are yet too many,.”’ (1) The work at hand; (2) The 
troops “| line ; (3) The excess in numbers; (4) The reduction in 
prospec 

8. “‘I will try them for thee there.’ (1) The persons present ; (2) 
The trial introduced; (3) The end sought, 


III. GOD ACCEPTED, 
1. Encouragement : 
By the three hundred . . . will I save you (7). 
The Lord your God . . . goeth with you, .. . to save you (Deut. 20 : 4), 
Who is like unto thee, ‘a people saved by the jor! ! (Deut. 33 ; 29. ) 
Go in this thy might, and save — (Judg. 6 : 
Fear not, little flock (Luke 12 : 32), 


ll. Direction : 
Let all the people go every man unto his place (7). 
The meek will he teach his way (Psa. 25 : 9). 
I will... teach thee in the way which thou per ago (Psa. 32 ; 8). 


He will be our guide even unto death sine. 48: 
He shall guide you into all the truth (John 16 : 13) 
Hl. Submission : 
So the people took victuals,...and their trumpets (8). 
The people hasted and passed over (Josh. 4 : 10). 
So he caused the ark of the Lord to compass the city (Josh. 6 : 11). 
They then that received his word were ba rae (Acts 2 : 41). 
We must obey God rather than men (Acts 5: 29 
1. ‘‘And the Lord said unto Gideon.” ms “The Lord guiding 
Gideon ; (2) Gideon guided by the Lord 
2. “Let all the people go every aan unto his place.” (1) Every 
man has his place: (2) Every man should seek his place ; (3) 
Every man should fill his place. 
8. ‘‘So the Lome took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets.” 
(1) The people’s obedience ; (2) The people’s equipment ; (3) The 
people’s conquest. 





LESSON BIBLE READING, 
MIRACULOUS VICTORIES, 


At the Red Sea (Exod. 14 : 26-31), 

Over Amalek (Exod. 17 : 8-13). 

At Jericho (Josh. 6 : 12-16, 20). 

Over the Amorites (Josh. 10 : 6-14). 

Over Baal’s prophets (1 Kings 18 : 36-40), 
By Elisha’s prayer (2 Kings 6 : 15-23). 

At Samaria (2 Kings 7 : 1-7, 18-20). 

Over Sennacherib’s army (2 Kings 19 ; 85), 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


The general statement of the condition of Israel during the 
period of the judges is followed by a brief description of the 
nations that remained in the land (Judg. 3: 1-6). The first 
of th® “judges” was Othniel, the kinsman of Caleb, and the 
deliverance wrought by him was followed by forty years of 
peace (Judg. 3: 7-11). The second deliverance was from 
Eglon, the king of Moab, wrought by Ehud, and this was 
followed by eighty years of peace (Judg. 3: 12-30). The 
conflict of Shamgar with the Rhilistines seems to have been 
merely an episode (Judg. 3:31). A third enslavement and 
deliverance are narrated with some detail (Judg. 4,5). The 
oppressor was Jabin, king of Canaan, and the deliverers were 
Deborah the prophetess, and Barak, whom she called to the 
task. The victory was complete, and the song of triumph 
occupies one chapter of the record. The fourth captivity 
was under the Midianites, and the chosen deliverer was 
Gideon. Chapter 6 tells of the mode by which he was assured 
that the Lord had chosen him to rescue the people. Verses 
1-6 describe the abject condition of Israel; verses 7-10, the 
promise of a deliverer; verses 11 and 12, the first appearance of 





~L 


verses 25-32 tell of Gideon’s breaking down the altar of Baal, 
The preparations for war are narrated in verses 33-35; then 
follows a description of the two supernatural signs vouchsafed 
to establish the confidence of the chosen deliverer (vs. 36-40), 


The place of the lesson was probably on the north side of 


Mount Gilboa, in the tribe of Issachar. 


The time is uncertain, since the periods named in this book — 


evidently overlap each other; the various wars sometimes 


affecting only a part of the nation. It is probable, however, 
that this war occurred about midway between the death of 
Joshua and the beginning of Samuel’s judgeship. Those who 
follow the statement of 1 Kings 6: 1 allow about three hun- 
dred years for this period, making the date about one hun- 
dred and seventy-five years after the death of Moses. But 
those who assign a later date to the exodus allot a much 
shorter term to this period. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


As the occasion was one which severely tried the faith of 
Gideon and those that were with him, the Lord granted him 
(Judg. 6 : 36-40) two successive signs to give him assurance 
that he would save Israel by his instrumentality. And after 
his faith had been thus confirmed, it was tested before the 
promised blessing was granted. He could rely upon God’s 
assistance at the head of a povrerful army ; but could he still 
trust in God with no visible support? This is the lesson that 
was to be taught him and taught the people. Faith in God 
is the condition of divine help; and the reason why earthly 
props and human grounds of dependence are so often removed, 
when it would seem as if they were most indispensable, and 
could least be spared, is that his people may learn to trust in 
him alone. 

Verse 1.—Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon: This name, signi- 
fying, “ Let Baal contend,” was given to him (Judg. 6: 32) 
in consequence of his throwing down the altar of Baal and 
the idolatrous symbols connected with it. He thus bade defi- 
ance to Baal by coming forth as the champion of the worship 
of Jehovah and the declared antagonist of Baal. He thus 
struck at the true source of Israel’s weakness and the cause of 
their subjection to Midian, which lay in their forsaking the 
service of the Lord and addicting themselves to that of idols 
(Judg. 6: 1-10).—And all the people that were with him: Whom 
he had gathered by zealous efforts among his own kindred 
and from contiguous tribes (Judg. 6 : 34, 35; see v. 11).— 
Rose up early: On the morrow alter the sign was granted him 
(Judg. 6:40). ‘The case’was urgent, and no time was to be 
lost.—And pitched beside the spring of Harod: ‘Iwo of David’s 
mighty men are called Harodites (2 Sam. 23 : 25), and were 
probably from this region; but the name does not occur else- 
where. It has been conjectured—and, perhaps, with good 
reason—that this spring is the same which in 1 Samuel 
29 : 1 is called the fountain which is in the valley of Jezreel, 
and which lay at the foot of Mount Gilboa, the scene of Saul’s 
last battle. It isdescribed by Robinson (“ Biblical Researches,” 
IL, p. 323) as “a very large fountain, flowing out from under 
a sort of cavern in the wall of conglomerate rock, which here 
forms the base of Gilboa. The water is excellent, and, issuing 
from crevices in the rocks, it spreads out at once into a fine 
limpid pool, forty or fifty feet in diameter, in which great 
numbers of small fish were sporting. From the reservoir a 
stream suflicient to turn a mill flows off eastwards down the 
valley.” The name Harod signifies “trembling,” and may 
have been given to the place in consequence of the event 
here recorded with allusion to the great number of “trem- 
blmg” people (v. 3) who left Gideon’s army. Its modern 
name is Jalad, which Robinson supposes to be a corruption 
of Goliath (in Arabic, Jalat), an early legend having erro- 
neously made this the scene of the combat between David 
and the Philistine giant. Gideon and his army encamped 
beside, or rather on, the hill above this spring, which they 
had to descend in order to reach the water (vs. 4, 5).— And 
the camp of Midian was on the north side of them: Israel was 
clustered on the eminence which bordered the valley on the 
south, so that the Midianites occupying the valley lay to the 
north of them.—By the hill of Moreh, or, rather, as it is in 
the margin, “from the hill of Moreh onwards:” We read of 
the oaks of Moreh (Gen. 12: 6; Deut. 11: 30) in the neigh- 
borhood of Shechem, which is at least twenty-five miles south 
of the place here referred to. The hill of Moreh is probably 
the same as the ridge now known as Little Hermon, which is 
nowhere else spoken of in Scripture. It-+lies opposite to 
Mount Gilboa at the distance cf two or three miles.—Jn the 
valley: That is, of Jezreel (Judg. 6: 33). In'this broad val- 
ley the vast multitude of the Midianites and Amalekites lay 
encamped (v. 12), numbering a hundred and thirty-five thou- 
sand men (Judg. 8: 19). 

Verse 2.—The people that are with thee are too many: No 
doubt, Gideon’s anxiety was lest his army was too small to 
contend successfully with a host of four times their number. 
But the victory was not to be gained by human prowess. It 
was to be made apparent that it was not the strength of Israel, 
but Jehovah’s arm alone, that subdued their foes.—For me to 
give the Midianites into their hand: They were not enough to 





the angel of the Lord, followed by the sign accorded to Gideon; 





overpower the Midianites by their own strength, but there 
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‘ were enough to obscure the fact that it was God who wrought 
‘their deliverance. In order to prevent this, it was necessary 
so to reduce the number of men under the command of 
Gideon, that they could by no possibility imagine that they 
had gained the victory for themselves) The Lord could save 
by few as well as by many (1 Sam, 14: 6),—Lest Israel vaunt 
themselves against me: No ground must be left for self-depend- 
ence or self-gratulation. He that glorieth should glory not 
in his own wisdom, might, or riches, but in the Lord (Jer. 
9: 23, 24; 1Cor.1: 31). Boastfully to attribute that to him- 
self which is due to the grace and power of God is to vaunt 
himself against God.—JMMine own hand hath saved me: The 
people of God were trained in every period of their history 
to recognize their absolute dependence upon him, These 
lessons in outward material things were especially designed 
to teach the spiritual truth that our salvation is not on the 
ground of our own merits or our own works, but that it is all 
of the grace and mercy of God (Tit. 3: 5). 

Verse 3.—Go to represents a Hebrew particle which is 
designed to excite or lead toaction. Occurring in an address 
to God or to any superior, it makes an entreaty more urgent, 
and is rendered, “I pray thee;” in language addressed to 
an’ equal it indicates a courteous request, like “pray,” or 
“please.” In the words of God to men, it may be rendered 
“come,” or “ go to.”—Proclaim in the ears of the people: This 
was in accordance with the direction given in the law (Deut. 
20 : 8), of the observance of which there is a record as late as 
the time of Judas Maccabeus (1 Macc. 3: 56). The purpose 
of the law was to rid the ranks of cowards, lest their timidity 
might infect their comrades, and so demoralize the army. 
The Lord’s design in the present instance was in this manner 
to reduce the host, on which Gideon and Israel were in dan- 
ger of reposing their confidence, instead of placing it in God 
alone.— Depart from Mount Gilead: The difficulty here arises 
that the people were not in Mount Gilead, and how could 
they depart from it? They were on the west of the Jordan, 
and Mount Gilead was east of the river, and it was not even 
on the way to their homes; for the great majority of them 
were from tribes whose territory lay west of Jordan (Judg. 
6: 35); only the tribe of Manasseh had possessions on both 
sides of the river. Some critics have hence confidently 
affirmed that the text is in error, and that Mount Gilboa, 
where Israel was encamped, should be substituted for Mount 
Gilead. If, however, the marginal rendering be adopted, 
which better represents the exact meaning of the Hebrew 
verb, and if the situation of the two armies is considered, the 
force of the injunction becomes apparent. Israel’s camp was 
on a declivity south of the valley of Jezreel, This valley, 
which those of the tribes of Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali 
must traverse, if they took the direct route homeward, was 
in possession of the Midianites. He consequently bids them, 
‘ Gf they wished to leave, to take a circuitous route, to cross 
the river to Mount Gilead, and disperse from it to their 
several places of abode.—Go round about from Mount Gilead : 
The proclamation had an effect which the Lord designed, but 
which Gideon could not have anticipated. More than two- 
thirds of the army forsook their camp, and gave up the con- 
test. The army was reduced from thirty-two thousand to 
‘ten thousand. It must have required strong faith in Gideon 
to see with composure and without dismay such a melting 
away of the army which he had been at pains to gather, and 
which seemed so necessary at this crisis, 

Verse 4.—But his faith was to be put to a yet severer test, 
This small remnant of ten thousand, insignificant as it seemed 
beside the host of their adversaries, is declared to be still too 
many. And a fresh process is to be instituted to reduce their 
number. The Lord was to indicate who should and who 
should not take the field with Gideon, and Gideon was simply 
to obey the divine injunctions without asking the reason or 
making objection, 

Verse 5.—The people were accordingly led down the moun- 
tain side to the broad fountain and the clear and copious 
stream which issued from it. Josephus supposes that those 
who drank their fill in the most comfortable way were the 
courageous men, who did not allow themselves to be dis- 
turbed by apprehensions of the enemy, while those who 
declined to do this were restrained by timidity and alarm. 
Obviously, however, the discrimination effected by this 
simple test was of a different sort. Those who were most 
under the control of their physical appetites would bow down 
upon their knees to drink. Those who, in their eagerness 
for the assault, disregarded for the time physical refreshment, 
and thought little of privation, would content themselves 
with a few sips of water. It was not the weaker and more 
timid that were selected, but those who had the greatest 
power of endurance and the most self-control, 

Verses 6 and 7.—The test resulted in a much more serious 
reduction than before. Out of the entire number, but three 
hundred were left to accompany Gideon. But these three 
hundred have the promise of God that they shall save Israel, 
and that he will deliver the Midianites into their hand, 
Thus it is that God chooses to stain the pride of human 
glory. He chooses the weak things of the world, and things 
which are despised, and things which are not, to bring to 
naught things that are. Thus he selected the stripling 
David to overcome Goliath, and to work a great deliverance 





for Israel. Jonathan and his armor-bearer discomfited the 
garrison of the Philistines (1 Sam. 14 :°6, etc.) Twelve 
Galilean fishermen were sent forth to revolutionize the world. 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4 : 6). 

Verse 8.—So the people took vietuals in their hand, and their 
trumpets: If by the people here we are at liberty to under- 
stand that band of three hundred men who were to stand as 
the champions of Israel, and to constitute Gideon’s sole 
army, the statement is intelligible enough. This small but 
intrepid body took their trumpets, which they were to use 
afterwards as directed (Judg.7:18). They also took victuals, 
The further course of the narrative makes it probable that 
this statement is made not merely to show that they were 
supplied with needful provisions, but to explain how they 
came to be in possession of pitchers (7: 16). The term here 
rendered “pitcher,” and which, perhaps, corresponds more 
nearly with our word “jar,” was the ordinary vessel for hold- 
ing meal or other articles of food. See 1 Kings 17 : 12, 
where the same word is rendered in the Authorized Version 
and Revised Version, “barrel,” but in the Appendix, “jar.” 
The jars containing their provisions were emptied to receive 
the torches which Gideon distributed among them (v. 16), 
If it be thought that the term “people” cannot here be re- 
stricted to the men who remained with Gideon, but that it 
must denote the larger proportion of the ten thousand who 
now departed for their homes, there seems to be little signifi- 
cance in the statement that they took their victuals and their 
trumpets away with them. In this case a better sense seems 
to be yielded by the ancient versions, which render “So they 
took the victuals of the people and their trumpets in their 
hand.” Those who departed left their victuals, with their 
jars and their trumpets, behind them; and thus each of the 
three hundred was supplied with a jar and a trumpet.—He 
sent all the men of Israel: That is, all except the three 
hundred.—Every man unto his tent: That is, to his home 
(comp. Josh. 22: 4).—And the camp of Midian was beneath 
him in the valley (see v. 1). On the one side was overwhelm- 
ing numbers, an armed host, confident in their superior 
strength, On the other was a small but fearless band of 
unarmed men, trusting in the arm of the almighty God, who 
was with them, and who granted them a signal victory. 


Princeton Theological Seminary. 





SUGGESTIVE JOTTINGS. 
BY.THE REY, ALFRED EDERSHEIM,. PH.D., D.D.. 


1. With Gideon commences the second period in the his- 
tory of the judges, which may be said to extend over less 
than acentury. Generally speaking, the book itself consists 
of three well-marked parts,—an introduction (Judg. 1 to 3:6); 
the narrative portion (3:7 to 16:31), arranged into six groups; 
and a twofold appendix (17-21). As a whole, the period has 
not inaptly been described as the iron age of Israel. And 
yet we would be greatly mistaken if, on account of its 
political and religious decay and barbarism, we overlooked 
its importance in the formation of the future of the people. 
Left to themselves, Israel sank into even lower depths of con- 
formity to idolatry, political disintegration, and subjection to 
their foes, Yet they were Israel; and the history is marked 
by successive, even though partial and temporary, rallying 
to their God around a common standard, and to victory 
against the enemy. Most marked of all, a history such as 
that of the judges ends not in defeat or extinction, but opens 
up into that with which the names and activity of Eli 
and Samuel are connected. Clearer evidence could not be 
imagined that this history is divine and God-directed. 

2. From the point of view of the present lesson, it is rather 
the divine aspect of Israel’s deliverance under Gideon than 
the teaching of his own history, that are presented to us. 
Yet the two are closely connected. On the one hand, we 
perceive here perhaps more clearly than in any other part of 
this book, how entirely all, from first to last, was due to the 
agency of God, how constantly and closely he is present, the 
continuous relation of the actors in it towards God, and 
the need and place of faith, The moral and spiritual ele- 
ments are indeed equally emphasized. It is altogether a 
unique narrative, which has at all times been full of spiritual 
lessons to the church of God. Take the first, the objective, 
or divine, aspect of it. The history opens as might have 
been expected. The victory of Deborah and Barak over the 
northern enemies of Israel did not lead to permanent repent- 
ance. Presently judgment came from another quarter,—the 
Midianites, with whom the Amalekites and other “children 
of the East” were combined. The mention of these races 
indicates the character of the oppression under which for 
seven years the land groaned. It was not permanent pos- 
session of the land, but sudden, predatory inroads on the 
part of these nomads, who, bent on plunder, swept every- 
thing before them, and returned leaving the country desolate 
and its inhabitants under a constant feeling of insecurity. 
The plague, for such we may well call it, was, perhaps, more 
bitter than actual foreign tyranny. it led to “acry unto 
the Lord” on the part of Israel in the anguish of their 





national distress, The deliverance sent was ushered in by 





the mission of the prophet, and its first act was one between 
the Lord and him whom he had raised up for help. 

3. It seems quite in accordance with the prominence given 
to the divine agency in this history that Gideon belonged to 
apparently the smallest clan in Manasseh (Judg. 6 : 15), and 
that his home was the little township of Ophrah, far away 
in the south-western border of Manasseh, close by the terri- 
tory of Ephraim. Equally are all the outward circumstances 
intended to impress us, When we read (Judg. 6: 11) that 
Gideon was threshing out wheat (as the original implies, 
beating it out with a stick) in the wine-press of his father 
Joash, alike the unusual place and the strange manner of this 
operation indicate what is expressed in the text, that it was 
from fear of the Midianites. As if to complete the contrast, 
we might point to the great oak, or rather terebinth, close 
by, under which the angel of Jahveh was about to appear, 
and the strange words of almost jubilant triumph with which 
he was about to address Gideon: “Jahveh with thee, mighty 
hero!” Thus there is on the side of Israel absolute weak- 
ness, on that of Jahyeh absolute strength. These two are to 
be brought into spiritual relationship by the agency of faith, 

There is a primitive simplicity about Gideon, a directness 
and honesty, a freshness and vigor, which remind us of other 
and better days in Israel, If the family of the chieftain of 


this small clan apparently share in the popular idolatry, the 


very name of Gideon’s father—Joash, “Jahveh strength,” or 
“ firmness ””—shows how the old Israelitish tradition lingered 
in the family of the chief of Ophrah. And as soon as the 
true worship is restored, we see how they rally round it, with 
what contempt Baal-idolatry is treated, and how Gideon's 
abolition of it procures for him, almost by way of challenge, 
the name Jerubbaal,—“ Let Baal plead,” or else “The enemy 
of Baal.” Indeed, it may be of interest briefly to put together 
the characteristics of Gideon, as set forth in the sacred nar- 
rative,. With deep feeling for his people’s low condition, 
with patriotism, enthusiasm, and dignity, he combines a faith 
which is ready and waiting for tokens of the divine presence 
(Judg. 6 : 13, etc.). Having recognized the will of God, he 
is ready implicitly to obey. And yet withal there is a 
modesty and humility about him (Judg. 6 : 15) which deserts 
him not. in view of the jealousy of others (Judg. 8 : 1-3). 
Nay, when. he has reached the height of success, he declines 
the crown, and prefers the dignity of a free citizen (Judg. 8: 
22, 23), Of hig deeds of valor, and the almost self-unconscious 
simplicity with which they were performed, it is not neces- 
sary to speak, 

45, We briefly. indicate the points which lead up-to the 
present lesson, First, there is the interview with the angel 
of the Lord, which is the turning-point in the history of 
Gideon. Once convinced by the miraculous sign that he is 
the ambassador of Jahveh, the advance is rapid, till Gideon 
builds the altar to which he attaches the name Jahveh 
Shalom,—“ Jehovah peace.” The next point is the destruc 


,tion of the altar of Baal, which seems to follow as an almost 


necessary sequence, and the sacrifice of the “second bullock 


of. seven years old ”—symbolic of the time of Midian’s oppres- 


sion—on an altar built to Jahveh. The interlude of the 
opposition of: the clan to the reformetion of Gideon, and. of 
the manner: in which Joash turned the popular feeling, are 
in accordance with the whole primitive simplicity of the 
narrative. 

Thus fer for the preparation. The next scene opens-with 
the incursion of the Midianites, and the call to Gideon to 
meet them. The twofold divine sign of the fleece wet with 
dew and then'dry has been regarded as symbolical, not only 
of the divine help to Israel, but of the twofold relation of God 
towards Israel before and after the coming of Christ: First, 
Israel ful! of dew, while the field of the nations is dry; then 
Israel a dry fleece, while the field of the nations all around 
is blessed with divine dew. 


Assured of the divine help, Gideon, whose messengers had 
summoned after him Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, is pre- 
pared for the battle. Yet against the 135,000 of Midian 
there are only 22,000 that follow the standard of the Lord. 
But'in this divine deliverance even these were too many. 
In accordance with Deuteronomy 20: 8, all that are faint of 
heart are made to retire, when ‘only 10,000 are left, And 
yet they were too many. The seemingly strange test of lap- 
ping the water with the hand, and not kneeling down to 
drink from the brook, seems intended to designate those who 
were most in earnest and readiness to meet the enemy, and 
not, as Jésephus and others have supposed, to mark them 23 
cowards, who were afraid to throw themselves down to slake 
their thirst, The explanation is unquestionably artificial, 
intended to magnify the victory by representing those who 
gained it as the weakest among the people. It was by the 
three hundred men who had thus lapped the water that 
Jahveh declared he would save Israel, and into their hand 
would he deliver the mighty host of Midian. When Gideon 
and his followers believed this, and in absolute confidence 
went forward to give battle to so disproportionate a foe 
assuredly the victory was already won. And the lesson of 
this, alike for the individual Christian and the Church a 4 
whole, is one for all time. 


University of Oxford, England, 
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“FIT, THOUGH FEW.” 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


Gideon is the noblest of the judges. Courage, constancy, 
and caution are strongly marked in his character. The 
youngest son of an obscure family in a small tribe, he humbly 
shrinks from the task imposed on him,—not from cowardice 
or indolence, but from conscious weakness. Men who are 
worthy to do such work as his are never forward to begin it, 
nor backward when they are sure of God’s will. He began 
his war against Midian by warring against Baal, whose wor- 
ship had brought the oppressor. If any thorough deliverance 
from the misery which departure from God has wrought is 
to be effected, we must destroy the idols before we attack the 
spoilers. Cast out sin, and you cast out sorrow. So he first 
earns his new name of Jerubbaal (Let Baal plead), and is 
known as Baal’s antagonist, before he blows the trumpet of 
revolt. The name is an omen of victory. The hand that 
had smitten the idol, and had not been withered, would smite 
Midian. Therefore that new name is used in this chapter, 
which tells of the preparations for the fight and its triumph- 
ant issue, From his home among the hills, he had sent the 
fiery cross to the three northern tribes, who had been the 
mainstay of Deborah’s victory, and who now rallied around 
Gideon to the number of thirty-two thousand. Our lesson 
shows us the two armies confronting each other on the oppo- 
site slopes of the valley of Jezreel, where it begins to dip 
steeply towards the Jordan. Gideon and his men are on the 
south side of the valley, above the fountain of Harod, or 
“Trembling,” apparently so called from the confessed terror 
which thinned his army. The word “is afraid,” in verse 3, 
comes from the same root. On the other side of the glen, 
not far from the site of the Philistine camp, in Saul’s last 
defeat, lay the far-stretching camp of the invaders, outnum- 
bering Israel by four toone. For seven years these Midianite 
marauders had paralyzed Israel, and year by year had swarmed 
up this valley from the eastern desert, and thence by the 
great plain had penetrated into every corner of the land, 
as far south as Gaza, devouring like locusts, It is the same 
easy route by which, to this day, the Bedouin find their way 
into Palestine, whenever the weak Turkish Government is a 
little weaker or more corrupt than usual. Apparently, the 
Midianites were on their homeward march, laden with spoil, 
and very contemptuous of the small force across the valley, 
who, on their part, had not shaken off their terror of the fierce 
nomads who had used them as they pleased for seven years. 

1. Note, as the first lesson taught here, the divinely ap- 
pointed disproportion between means and end, and its purpose. 
Many an Israelite would look across to the long lines of black 
tents, and think, “ We are too few for our task;” but to God’s 
eye they are too many, and the first necessity is to weed them 
out. The numbers must be so reduced that the victory ghall 
be unmistakably God’s, not theirs. Thesame sort of procedure, 
and for the same reason, runs through all God’s dealings, 
It is illustrated in a hundred Scripture instances, and is 
stated most plainly by Paul in his triumphant eloquence. 
He revels in telling how foolish, weak, base things, that are 
no things in the world’s estimate, have been chosen to cover 
with shame wise, strong, honored things, which seem to be 
somewhat; and he gives the same reason as our lesson does, 
“that no flesh should glory in his presence.” Twelve poor 
men on one side, and all the world on the other, made fearful 
odds, The more unevenly matched are the respective sides, 
the more plainly does the victory of the weaker demand for 
its explanation the intervention of God. The old sneer, that 
Providence is always on the side of the strongest battalions, 
is an audacious misreading of history, and is the very oppo- 
site of the truth. It is the weak battalions which win in the 
long run, for the history of every good cause is the same. 
First, it kindles a fire in the hearts of two or three nobodies, 
who are burned in earlier times, and laughed at as fools, 
fanatics, impracticable dreamers, in later ages, but whose 
convictions grow till, one day, the world wakes up to find 
that everybody believes them, and then it builds the tombs 
of the prophets. 

Why should God desire that there shall be no mistake as 
to who wins the battle? The answer may very easily be 
60 given as to make what is really a token of his love become 
an unlovely and repellent trait in his character. It is not 
eagerness for praise that moves him, but longing that men 
may have the blessedness of recognizing his hand fighting for 
them. It is for Israel’s sake that he is so solicitous to deliver 

them from the delusion of their having won the victory. 
It is bécause he loves us, and would fain have us made rest- 
ful, confident, and strong, in the assurance of his fighting for 
us, that he takes pains so to order the history of his church 
in the world, that it is one long attestation of the omnipotence 
of weakness, when his power flows through it. To say, “Mine 
own hand hath saved me,” is to lose unspeakable peace and 
blessing; to say, “ Not I, but the grace of God in me,” is to 
be serene and of good cheer in the face of outnumbering foes, 
and sure of victory in all conflicts: therefore God is careful to 
save us from self-gratulation and self-confidence. 

One lesson we may learn from this thinning of the ranks; 
namely, that we need not be anxious to count heads, when 
We are.sure that we are doing his work, nor even be afraid of 








being in a minority. Minorities are generally right when 
they are the apostles of new truth, though the minorities 
which cleave to some old fossil are ordinarily wrong. The 
prophet and his man were alone and ringed around with 
enemies, when he said, “They that be with us are more than 
they that be with them;” and yet he was right, for the moun- 
tain was full of horses and chariots of fire. Let us be sure 
that we are on God’s side, and then let us not mind how few 
are in the ranks with us, nor be afraid, though the far-extended 
front of the enemy threatens to curl around our flanks and 
enclose us. The three hundred heroes had God with them 
and that was enough. 

2. Note the self-applied test of courage which swept away so 
much chaff. According to Deuteronomy 20: 8, the standing 
enactment was that such a proclamation as that in verse 3 
should precede every battle. Much difficulty has been raised 
about the mention of Mount Gilead here, as the only Mount 
Gilead otherwise mentioned in Scripture lay to the east of 
Jordan. But perhaps the simplest solution is the true one,— 
that there was another hilly region so named on the western 
side. The recently published map of the English Palestine 
Exploration Fund attaches the name to the northern slopes 
of the western end of Gilboa, where Gideon was now encamped, 
and is probably right. Be that as it may, the effect of the 
proclamation was startling. Two-thirds of the army melted 
away. No doudt, many who had flocked to Gideon’s standard 
felt their valor oozing out at their finger ends, when they 
came close to the enemy, and saw their long array across the 
valley. It must have required some courage to confess being 
afraid, but the cowards were numerous enough to keep each 
other in countenance. Two out of three were panic-struck. 
I wonder if the proportion would be less in Christ’s army 
to-day, if professing Christians were as frank as Gideon’s men. 

Why were the fearful dismissed? Because fear is con- 
tagious; and, in undisciplined armies like Gideon’s, panic, 
once started, spreads swiftly, and becomes frenzied confusion. 
The same thing is true in the work of the Church to-day. 
Who that has had much to do with guiding its operations 
has not groaned over the dead weight of the timid and slug- 
gish souls, who always see difficulties and never the way to 
get over them? And who that has had to lead a company of 
Christian men has not often been ready to wish that he could 
sound out Gideon’s proclamation, and bid the fearful and 
afraid take away the chilling encumbrance of their presence, 
and leave him with thinned ranks of trusty men? Cowardice, 
dressed up as cautious prudence, weakens the efficiency of 
every regiment in Christ’s army. 

Another reason for getting rid of the fearful is that fear is 


the opposite of faith, and that therefore, where it is upper- 


most, the door by which God’s power can enter to strengthen 
is closed. Not that faith must be free of all admixture of 
fear, but that it must subdue fear, if a man is to be God’s 
warrior, fighting in his strength. Many a tremor would rock 
the hearts of the ten thousand who remained, but they so 
controlled their terror that it did not overcome their faith. 
We do not need, for our efficiency in Christ’s service, complete 
exemption from fear, but we do need to make the psalmist’s 
resolve ours: “I will trust, and not be afraid.” Terror shuts 
the door against the entrance of the grace which makes us 
conquerors, and so fulfils its own forebodings; faith opens the 
door, and so fulfils its own confidences. 

3. Note the final test. God required but few men, but he 
required that these should be fit. The first test had sifted 
out the brave and willing. The liquor was none the less, 
though so much froth had been blown off. As Thomas Fuller 
says, there were “fewer persons, but not fewer men,” after 
the poltroons had disappeared. The second test, “a purga- 
tory of water,” as the same wise and witty author calls it, 
was still more stringent. The dwindled ranks were led down 
from their camp on the slopes to the fountain and brook 
which lay in the valley near the Midianites’ camp. Gideon 
alone seems to have known that a test was to be applied there ; 
but he did not know what it was to be till they reached the 
spring, and the soldiers did not know that they were deter- 
mining their fate when they drank. The two ways of drink- 
ing clearly indicated a difference in the men. Those who 
glued their lips to the stream and swilled till they were full, 
were plainly more self-indulgent, less engrossed with their 
work, less patient of fatigue and thirst, than those who caught 
up enough in their curved palms to moisten their lips with- 
out stopping in their stride or breaking rank. The former 
test was self-applied, and consciously so. This is no less self- 
applied, though unconsciously. God shuts out no man from 
his army, but men shut themselves out ; sometimes knowingly, 
by avowed disinclination for the warfare, sometimes unknow- 
ingly, by self-indulgent habits, which proclaim their unfitness. 

The great lesson taught here is that self-restraint in the 
use of the world’s goods is essential to all true Christian war- 
fare. There are two ways of looking at and partaking of 
these. We may either “drink for strength ” or “ for drunk- 
enness.” Life is to some men first a place for strenuous 
endeavor, and only secondly a place of refreshment. Such 
think of duty first and of water afterwards, To them, all the 
innocent joys and pleasures of the natural life are as brooks 
by the way, of which Christ’s soldier should drink, mainly 
that he may be re-invigorated for conflict, ‘There are others 


whose conception of life is a scene of enjoyment, for which 
work is unfortunately a necessary but disagreeable prelimi- 
nary. One does not often se¢é such acharacter in its pure per- 
fection of sensualism; but plenty of approximations to it are 
visible, and ugly sights they are. The roots of it are in us 
all; and it cannot be too strongly insisted on that, unless it 
be subdued, we cannot enlist in Christ’s army, and shall never 
be counted worthy to be his instruments. Such self-restraint 
is especially needful to be earnestly inculcated on young men 
and women, to whom life is opening as if it were a garden of 
delight, whose passions are strong, whose sense is keen, whose 
experience is slender, and to whom all earth’s joys appeal 
more strongly. than they do to those who have drunk of the 
cup, and know how bitter is its sediment. It is especially 
needful to be pealed into the ears of a generation like ours, 
in which senseless luxury, the result of wealth which has 
increased faster than the power of rightly using it, has attained 
such enormous proportions, and is threatening, in commercial 
communities especially, to drown all noble aspirations, and 
Spartan simplicity, and Christian self-devotion, in its muddy 
flood. Surely never was Gideon’s test more wanted for the 
army of the Lord of hosts than it is to-day. 

Such self-restraint gives double sweetness to enjoyments, 
which, when partaken of more freely, pall on the jaded palate, 
“The full soul loatheth a honeycomb; but to the hungry 
soul every bitter thing is sweet.” The senses are kept fine- 
edged, and the rare holidays are sweeter because they are 
rare. The most refined prudence of the mere sensualist 
would prescribe the same regimen as the Christian moralist 
does. But from how different a motive! Christ calls for 
self-restraint that we may be fit organs for his power, and 
bids us endure hardness that we may be good soldiers of his, 
If we know anything of the true sweetness of his fellowship 
and service, it will not be hard to drink sparingly of earthly 
fountains, when we have the river of his pleasures to drink 
from ; nor will it be painful sacrifice to cast away imitation 
jewels, in order to clasp in our hands the true riches of his 
love and imparted life, 

Manchester, England. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Then Jerubaal, who is Gideon, and all the people... with him, 
rose up early, and pitched beside the spring of Harod (vy. 1). A 
man who has a great work to do, needs to get up early in the 
morning; and every man who is going to help another do a 
great work has the same necessity of taking an early start for 
it. Getting up early in the morning is not merely getting 
out of bed before daylight. A man may get up early in the 
morning, in the sense in which the old Hebrews used that 
term, by sitting up late at night for a wise purpose, or by 
hurrying to his work in dead earnest and with a clear head 
at noonday or in the evening, or by resting on his bed when 
rest is the chief thing that he needs. Getting up early in 
the morning is a state of mind and heart, rather than a 
specific action; it is being full of a subject which is entitled 
to one’s absorbed interest for the hour, and giving one’s best 
and undivided energies to preparation for the work that is 
to be done in its behalf. That is what we mean when we say, 
nowadays, “The man who'll get ahead of that fellow has got 
to get up early in the morning.” And that is what the 
Hebrews meant when they said of one of their heroes, “He 
rose up early in the morning.” The Lord wants workers, for 
every department of his cause, who will get up early in 
the morning. 

The Lord said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are 
too many for me to give the Midianitcs into their hand, lest Israel 
vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved 
me (v. 2). The Lord can save “by many or by few,” but he 
commonly chooses to save by the few. In the long run it is 
minorities which rule; or, rathez, as has been said, it is God 
and one man, or God and a few men, who make the winning 
majority. It is the little company of disciples in an upper 
chamber who are set to bring the whole opposing world to 
Christ. It is the handful of reformers who array themselves 
against any great iniquity who have surest chances of success, 
The last thing in the world to think of is the numbers which 
may happen to be on “our side” of a new movement for the 
right. “God chose the weak things of the world, that he 
might put to shame the things that are strong;” for his 
strength is made perfect—is brought out in its completeness 
—in weakness. To those who recognize this truth, there is 
certain comfort of hope in finding one’s self on the unpopular 
side in any moral or political struggle for the mastery. What 
if everybody does seem to take the wrong side of those ques- 
tions which involve honesty in trade, or finance; fairness of 
dealing with the different races who have come among us, or 
among whom we came? What if the conflict with rum-rule 
and ring-rule, and official corruption, and social lawlessness, 
seems to be against an always-sure majority? The fact that 
the right side has the few rather than the many, is a sign for 
encouragement instead of dismay. “Fear not, liitle flock ; 
for itis your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

Whosoever is fearful and trembling, let him return and depart 











(v. 3). The man who doesn’t expect to succeed, not only is 
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unlikely to succeed himself, but he is liable to keep others 
from succeeding. The sooner he gets out from the lead and 
goes to the rear, the better for all concerned. One man of 
faith is worth a thousand men of doubt, and two are worth 
teh thousand, when it comés to the chasing and putting-to- 
flight business. One ruddy-faced stripling with a sling and 
stones and a faith-filled heart, is a stronger force against the 
average army of Philistines, than that youth’s three big 
brothers, and “the captain of their thousand,” and all the 
other captains, and all the other thousands, with their coats 
of mail, and their helmets of brass, and their swords and 
shields, and their banners and trumpets, and their chatter- 
ing teeth, and their knocking knees, and their sore dismay, 
and their great fear, in the presence of one burly and brag- 
ging giant of Gath. And if David’s brothers are fearful and 
afraid, themselves, about the issue of a fight with Goliath, it 
is better for them to go back from the front, and eat their 
parched corn and cheeses, instead of keeping on the battle 
line with their sneers at their little brother, who—as they 
look at it—doesn’t know enough to have any doubts and 
fears, This is a truth for the teachers and preachers to have 
in mind. If they know so much that they must be full of 
their fears and doubtings, they ought to know enough to 
stand back from the front, and let those who believe some- 
thing go ahead and show their faith by their works. 

Bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee 
there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, ‘This shall go 
with thee, the same shall go with thee (v. 4). Every man is 
brought to a test in one way or another, before he is used in 
God’s service. God tested Abraham, when he asked him 
if he would surrender his loved son Isaac. God tested Job, 
when he permitted him to be stripped of everything that had 
made life enjoyable until then. God tested Joseph in slavery, 
in favor, and in imprisonment. And men are commonly 
tested without knowing that now is their testing time. 
Gideon’s men were not told beforehand how the choice of 
good men was to be made for that campaign. They were 
simply watched in their ordinary way of doing a simple 
every-day performance, That, after all, is the best testing- 
measure for almost everybody. What we drink, and how we 
drink, go a good way toward showing what sort of men we 
are, and how much we would be worth in God’s service. 
The way in which children play, and in which older people 
trade, and talk, and work, and worship, tests them each and 
all, in the plan of God. Often their life course is settled by 
assimple a testing as the drinking-test of Gideon. And there 
is a reason for this, A single specimen of the fruit of a tree 
is'as good as a bushel-basketful, to show what is the nature 
of the tree. “By their fruits ye shall know them.” “Cana 
fig-tree, my brethren, yield olives, or a vine figs?” It is the 
little things that are the surest test of character; and it is 
character that God looks for. “He that is faithful in a very 
little is faithful also in much: and he that is unrighteous in 
a very little is unrighteous also in much.” 

He sent all the men of Israel every man unto his tent, but 
retained the three hundred men (v.8). Not all of us can be 
leaders, Not all of us can have a share in the great conflicts 
of our day. The trouble may be with ourselves, in our lack 
of courage or of faith. Or, again, it may be that the Lord 
chooses to do his work at the front without us, in order that 
it can be apparent to us all that, while we are always depend- 
ent on God, God is never dependent on us, But whatever is 
the cause of our having a place at the rear, or in inaction, 
we are to recognize the fact that we still have duties, privi- 
leges, and responsibilities—every man in his own tent, or 
place, or station in life; and it behooves us all to be grateful 
that God’s cause is making progress by those who are more 
competent, or who are more highly honored, than we are, 
while we are the sharers in the blessing of that progress, 

Philadelphia, 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D., LL.D, 
MIRACLES OF BRAVERY. 


What one miracle is more astounding than another it is 
impossible to say. Whether they pertain to man or nature, 
they alike testify to a power infinitely above either. The 
mountains are weighed in scales, the sea stands in heaps, and 
men’s hearts are strong as Daniel’s or weak as water. 

This Midian oppression was among the worst. For seven 
years the nation was in caves, and the foe rioted in their rich 
corn-fields, 

As usual, they asked God for help in trouble, and forgot 
him in the prosperity he gave. 

God sent a prophet to tell Israel the exact occasion of this 
trouble (Judg. 6: 8-10). He then looked for some man who 
would have faith. It mattered not that he was poor, and had 
few troops, but he must have faith. He tests him first by offer- 
ings out of his own poverty, and then by asking him to throw 
down his own father’s altar, of Baal, the male, and the wooden 
statue of Asherah, the female divinity, and, with the same 
wood of the idol, offer a burnt offering to the true Jehovah. 
No severer test of bravery and devotion could be found. All 
the people of the city said, “Let him die” God does not 





work with men that have not been tried anddeveloped. How 
else could the people trust in them and co-operate? 

As Neander took his new name (new man) after conversion, 
so Gideon has a new name, significant of the utter impotence 
of the Baal he had overturned. To the believing people it 
meant a kind of “Old Hickory” that should scourge those 
Midianites out of the land. 

Cowards are more hindrance by their liability to panic, 
and more disgrace by their certainty of boastfulness after- 
wards, than they are help by their numbers (v. 3). It wasa 
general law that they should be weeded out of every army of 
Israel (Deut. 20:8). No one but God knows how many 
would be left of his church armies, if the test against idol 
and mammon worship should be made to-day. 

Never fear fewness of numbers, God and one are always 
a majority. 

God never claims all the credit. He suggests the war-cry, 
“The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon,” to Gideon by the 
dream of the Midian soldier. 

There is no such soul-stirring reading in the tales of Hora- 
tius, Regulus, Arnold of Winkelried, and Henry of Navarre, 
as in the Bible. Fire the children with it. Reading of 
heroes makes heroes. 

God is on the side of the strongest piety and faith, not 
battalions. 


Denver, Cole, 





TEACHING HINTS, 
BY A. F, SCHAUFFLER, D.D, 


The text of the lesson contains only a part of the story of 
the victory of Gideon. The teacher will therefore have to 
study the whole of the context so as to lead the scholar to the 
consummation of the conflict. Besides this, some sort of 
introduction is needed to make the average scholar under- 
stand the condition of affairs in Israel at the time with which 
our lesson deals, The teacher should therefore come to the 
class peculiarly well prepared. 

Two hundred years is a long time; yet from the death of 
Joshua to the events of this lesson two centuries had stretched 
their length. During that time God had more than once 
called the nation back to their allegiance to himself, and 
delivered them from their enemies. But they had repeatedly 
lapsed into idolatry, and in consequence had been sorely 
oppressed by the Midianites and Amalekites from the east of 
the Jordan. Then (Judg. 6: 6) they cried unto the Lord, 
and he graciously raised up Gideon to be their deliverer. 
The teacher, having made this clear to the class, may now 
go on to the story of the lesson. After his call by God, Gideon 
gathered his army of thirty-two thousand men. Draw out by 
questions the way in which God reduced the host at two 
different times, until there was left only the beggarly array 
of three hundred men. Now go on to show how God encour- 
aged his servant by sending him down by night to the host 
of the Midianites, where he heard one of the Midianites 
rehearsing the dream that he had had that night. Call atten- 
tion to Gideon’s devout spirit of gratitude, asshownin Judges 
7:15. Encouraged by his experience, Gideon returned to 
his small army ready for the fray. Go on to the stratagem 
of the division of this force into three detachments, the mid- 
night assault, and the grand victory which Israel gained over 
their enemies, 

Having made the interesting narrative clear to the class, 
the teacher may go on to draw out the spiritual applications 
of the lesson. These may be divided into two heads: 

1. Israel’s Danger.—At first sight this would seem to have 
arisen from the smallness of their army. For what was a 
band of three hundred men when compared to the hosts of 
Midian that lay in the valley like grasshoppers for multi- 
tude? But that was not the direction from which their 
danger came. It lay rather in the direction of self-confidence. 
That was the reason why God had so wonderfully reduced 
their numbers; for there was great danger that with a great 
host they would have taken the credit of the victory to them- 
selves, and not have given the glory toGod. All through 
the history of the chosen people this is apparent; for they 
were continually prone to say, “By mine own arm have I 
gotten the victory;” and then they grew proud and self- 
sufficient, and wandered away from God. That was why God 
had so frequently said to Joshua that he was to be careful to 
take heed to all the commandments that had been given to 
Moses. It was in obedience, and in that alone, that the 
safety of Israel lay. While they looked to God all was well; 
but as soon as they took their eyes off from him, they were 
sure to come to grief. I well remember, as an illustration of 
this, the words of Mr. D. L. Moody when he began the series 
of meetings in the Hippodrome in New York. At the first 
meeting there was a vast choir, and on the platform a great 
gathering of ministers, and in the auditorium a tremendous 
concourse of people. There was much to attract the eye; and 
at the very opening of the meeting Mr. Moody said, “ We 
do not expect any great blessing in these meetings until you 
get your eyes off from all these external things; for while 
you are saying, ‘ What a big choir!’ or‘ What a vast number 
of ministers!’ or ‘What a tremendous audjence!’ we shall 
get no blessing, It is not until we lose sight of all these 





things that we shall be able to fix our eyes on God, who alone 
can give us that which we need.” So if Israel had had a 
hundred thousand men, they would have been tempted to 
say, “See! with such an army not all the hosts of the Midian. 
ites will be able to stand before us.” They would then have 
grown very proud, and have taken all the credit of the vic- 
tory to themselves. 

2. Israel’s Safety.—This lay exactly in the epposite direc- 
tion from where the carnal mind would have placed it, 
Humanly speaking, their best plan would have been to stir 
around and gather a great many more volunteers, so that 
they could place an army of a hundred thousand men in 
the field. Not so, said God; and he knew that people 
better than they knew themselves. God knew that when 
they felt their own weakness they would all the more utterly 
trust him for their deliverance. That was the reason why 
he so reduced their forces, Israel must prove the truth of 
the saying, “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but 
we will remember the name of the Lord our God.” So long 
as Israel did this, they were safe; but as soon as they ceased 
to do this, they were in great peril. All this proves to us 
again what we have often learned before, namely, the power 
of faith in God: It is all a commentary on the words, “This 
is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” 
It was a lesson learned by Israel with great difficulty, and 
easily forgotten; and the same has been true of the Church 
from that day to this, We have still to learn that that 
church which relies on numbers, or that says that in mere 
numbers strength is found, is at fault. It isnot by any means 
the largest churches that are the most useful, but rather 
the contrary; for big churches often spend more time in 
thinking of their numbef&, and congratulating themselves on 
their size, than they do in battling for the Lord. A very 
small but believing church does more for the cause of the 
Master than a large church which sits still and takes pride 
in its size or its wealth. So, too, with the individual be- 
liever who learns to rely on anything but the arm of the 
Lord. He who trusts in God and goes ahead will obtain many 
more victories than he who waits for the full complement of 
thirty-two thousand men before he will stir from his tracks, 
What we need to-day is not so much more believers as more 
men like Gideon, who are willing to face all the armies of 
the Midianites, even though the army that they command is 
a handful compared to the enemy whom they are called upon to 
face. Where are the Gideons? Well, wherever they are, 
there you will find the victories for the Lord, and nowhere else, 

New York City. 





A LAYMAN’S HINTS. 


BY GEORGE W. CABLE. 


The story of Gideon offers us an embarrassment of riches, 
Its beautiful lessons might easily detain us for many Sundays 
of study; but the lesson committee has chosen not to let us 
tarry long among them, but out of the cluster has picked one 
which teaches the very core-truth of which Gideon was the 
patriot-apostle, It is this: God pours his blessings upon the 
multitude; but he entrusts the great tasks, and especially 
the great deliverances, of his kingdom, always to the few, not 
to the many. For all spiritual operations God chooses his 
servants by quality, not by quantity; and the greater the 
task, the smaller the number. 

A bright boy in class, possibly not a little tired of hearing 
his teacher draw spiritual theories from concrete facts, and 
put splendid material achievements, which set his own hands 
a-tingling for a sword and a trumpet, to no better use than to 
hang cheap moralizing on them, may say, or wish he dared 
say, that the lesson is not about spiritual achievements, but 
about a great, bloody battle. Ah! thanks to the wisdom of 
the lesson committee, that bids us stop at verse 8, the lesson 
is not about the battle, but about the sort of men, the sort of 
force, power, to choose for the winning of a certain sort 
of battle, 

For even if we give the boy large latitude, and consider 
the battle itself, it was on the victors’ side a great spiritual— 
using the word in its most general sense—spiritual achievement, 
with only a very secondary and quite subsequent employment 
of material forces. The whole history, from the first calling 
of Gideon ct his hidden threshing-floor to the flight of the 
torn remnant of the Midianite host, was, even merely on its 
human and unsupernatural side, a triumph of mental and 
moral powers employed for good, over material forces em- 
ployed for evil. But especially is this the teaching of the 
lesson assigned us. Let us gather a few main points: 

1. God, for his saving work in this human world, choosing 
his agents by quality, not quantity, is, nevertheless, so gra- 
cious as to choose mere men. He appoints his poor, weak, 
sinful, and sinning human children for the great deliverances 
of themselves, their kindred, their nation, their race. We 
are the children, not the paupers, of God’s bounty. 

2. He chooses them for qualities that lie mostly in the 
affections and determine the actions. Not for what they did 
were Gideon’s three hundred chosen, but for qualities indi- 
cated by what they did. And note what those qualities were: 
not greatness of intellect, nor mental attainments, nor station, 


nor fame, nor influence, nor physical strength; but « zeal @ 
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courage, and an endurance, that waited neither for self’s com- 
fort, nor friend’s support, nor enemy’s attack; qualities of 
heart—of spirit. 

8. Hence, whosoever will may reasonably hope, if only he, 
or she, will also strive, to qualify for a place in the ranks of 
some Gideon’s band, nay, even among the Gideons, of God’s 
and mankind’s service. 

Now let us make it plain to our pupils that these truths 
are not merely analogous to the facts of Gideon’s campaign, 
and there symbolized, merely; they were in that campaign 
actually and vividly realized. To do this we shall need to 
show not so much that Gideon’s victory proves certain great 
facts and features of God’s government of men, as that our 
knowledge of what they are makes entirely credible the story 
of that victory, and makes it a brilliant illustration of them. 

But we cannot show. these things at their clearest until we 
bring out the other thing so strongly illustrated in the same 
picture,—that mental and moral powers employed for good 
always have an incalculably superior potency over material 
forces employed for evil. Not always at once; but always 
sooner or later. Those who wield them may have to await, 
as Gideon and his band did, the hour of opportunity ; but it 
comes,—it alwayscomes! In short, Gideon’s band illustrates 
this one thing more,—that whenever we encounter a fact or 
feature of God’s government of men, we encounter not merely 
an arbitrary decree, but a truth and principle as eternal as 
God himself. And here the principle is that, from all eternity, 
spirit, working righteousness, is natural master of matter, and 
in you or in me, in your family or in mine, in your town, 
your country, or mine, in Gideon’s age or in ours, spiritual 
forces, so working, are sure of final victory over material, 
over the powers of compulsions and violence. The longer 
we live, and the better we get to know men in general, the 
more we see or read of armies, camps, and campaigns, of 
popular movements, and of all manner of works and enter- 
prises, the more credible does Gideon’s campaign become. 

Note two more truths: First, that evil can use spiritual 
powers, but not powerfully. Gideon and his band, dead 
three thousand years ago, wield a power of example over us 
to-day. Had they used their bold stratagem upon a patriot 
army, and wrought a righteous nation’s betrayal and enslave- 
ment, their infamy might have lasted until now, but their 
power of example would hardly have outlasted their own 
poor lives, The powers of evil do multiply upon each other; 
but also, and in enormous numbers, they are ever rising, like 
the Midianite host, and destroying one another. But, second, 
no man, woman, or child that God has made, has any right 
to count himself out of Gideon’s band because God gives such 
victories to the few. After all, God makes the choice, man 
man makes the scarcity. God gives the victory; but the 
more there are to give it to, the more he will give, and the 
sooner the world shall be conquered for Christ, 

Northampton, Mass. 
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HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


This is one of the Old Testament lessons so valuable in 
cultivating a love for Scripture biography, and therefore it 
will be best to give a more complete history of Gideon than 
is contained in the few selected verses. 

Gideon.—Who was he? A lowly man, a farmer, a soldier, 
a judge, a hero, brave but humble; a man of prayer, timid 
in his own strength, but strong in God. His home was not 
very far from Shechem, and he lived two hundred years 
after Joshua died. He was a Hebrew; but those were hard 
times for all the Hebrews,—years of fear and trouble, Across 
the river Jordan were great wild tribes of men who wandered 
over deserts and mountains, and often came to Canaan to rob 
and kill the people. They were called Midianites, because 
they came from the land of Midian. For seven years they 
had been coming with camels and tents, settling down like a 
swarm of locusts on the land. They drove their cattle and 
camels into the fields, let them feed on the Israelites’ corn 
and grain, and trample down all their crops and pasture 
lands, They stole and killed the cattle they found; and if 
the Israelites tried to defend themselves, the Midianites were 
to fierce and strong that they won in every fight. Gideon’s 
own brothers were killed by them; and so many years of 
famine and distress had come that the Israelites, instead of 
living in peace in the beautiful land God had given, were so 
afraid that many of them lived in caves, or hid away in dens 
or narrow places in the steep mountains. What had brought 
all this trouble on God’s own chosen people? What had 
they done? (Review last lesson.) 

Gideon Called.—Gideon had somehow managed to raise or 
get a little wheat. One day he was alone behind his father’s 
Wine-press, trying to thresh out the wheat secretly, lest some 
prowling Midianites might hear, and come and steal it from 
him. He thought no one saw him, but, unknown to him, he 
was watched. Suddenly an angel spoke: “The Lord is with 
thee.” Gideon did not seem to notice that he added, 
“Thou mighty man of valor.” He answered, sadly, “If the 
Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us?” It 
seemed an angel who answered, but we read, “The Lord 


shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not 
I sent thee?” Gideon had often prayed God to have mercy 
on his people, and many cries for help had gone up from 
dark dens and hidden caves, God heard; but when the 
answer came Gideon was surprised, and said, “O my Lord, 
wherewith shall I save Israel?” He said that his family 
were poor, and he the least of his father’s house. The answer 
was the same little sentence that strengthened Moses and 
Joshua, that will strengthen every heart that will hear and 
trust: “Surely I will be with thee.” 


Gideon's Offering.—He said to the angel,“ If now I have found 

grace in thy sight, ,. . depart not hence, I pray thee, until I 

come unto thee, and bring forth my present.” Gideon went 

to his scanty house. In all his want he got some flour, made 

cakes or bread, took a kid, and prepared it fora meal. The 

angel sat under an oak-tree when Gideon brought the food. 

He told Gideon to lay the meat and the bread on the rock, 

and pour the broth over it. He took the staff in his hand 

and touched the spread food. Fire came out of the rock and 

burned it all. Gideon knew it was an angel from the Lord, 

and that his offering was accepted; for when he was afraid, 

the Lord said, “ Peace be unto thee: fear not.” 

Gideon's Altar —He built an altar to God, to mark the 
spot where the Lord had promised to give him peace. That 
night the Lord spoke to him. His father had built an altar 
to Baal on a high place, and by it a pillar of wood for 
another heathen god. Gideon was to break the image of 
Baal, to cut down the wood, to take a bullock which was 
ready for Baal and offer it as a sacrifice on the altar he built 
for God, burning the wood of the pillar.. He obeyed. That 
night he took ten men, with axes, destroyed Baal’s altar, and 
offered sacrifice to God. In the morning the men of the city 
looked,—Baal and the wooden pillar gone, a new altar, 
ashes, and the remains of sacrifice! They went to Joash, 
Gideon’s father: “Bring out thy son, that he may die!” 
Could they stone him with stones, when God had more work 
for Gideon? His father gave a sensible answer: “If Baalbe 
a god, let him plead for himself.” “The Spirit of the Lord 
came upon Gideon;” he blew a trumpet, men of war came; 
he sent messengers, and from other tribes they came to join 
his army. 

Gideon’s Sign.—“ Who am I, what am I, that I can save 
Israel?” Gideon often thought in his heart, He was not 
afraid to trust God’s power, but he prayed to know that he 
was truly called to be the savior of his people. He asked for 
a sign; and the great God used the sign his servant asked, to 
let Gideon see that he was right in answering the call. Gideon 
said he would lay down on the threshing-floor a fleece or skin 
with wool on it, and if he found it again all wet with dew, 
and the ground all dry, he would know that he was the one 
chosen. Think how eagerly he went in the morning to look. 
He took hold of the wool and wrung out of it “a bowlful of 
water.” How patient God is with our fearful thoughts! 
Once more Gideon asked for asign: “ Let it now be dry only 
upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew.” 
So it was; the morning light shone on dewdrops everywhere 
on the ground, dewdrops as plentiful as God’s daily mercies 
to his children; but the fleece was dry. 


Gideon’s Army.—Gideon and his soldiers pitched their 
tents near a well, or spring, at the foot of a mountain. Not 
far away were the hosts of the Midianites, men and camels, 
tents and baggage,—four times as many fighting men as were 
with Gideon. But One whom the enemy did not count was 
showing Gideon what to do. He told Gideon he had two 
many men; for when they won the battle they might forget 
God’s help, and say they had saved themselves. The Lord 
told Gideon to call out in the ears of all, “Whosoever is 
fearful and afraid, let him return,” ‘Does a coward dare to 
own that he is a coward? Twenty-two thousand men were 
bold enough to own that they were afraid. They knew the 
numbers of the fierce enemy; perhaps they remembered that 
they had forsaken God. Ten thousand men were left. The 
Lord spoke again: “Yet too many.” And he told Gideon 
how to test them as soldiers, Gideon marched them down 
to the water and told them to drink. Some knelt on their 
knees and bowed their heads to the water; some quickly 
stooped, snatched a handful of water, and flung it in the 
mouth, swallowing as they snatched a handful more, all the 
time watching to see if they were safe. Three hundred 
drank like men on guard. Had the thousands who kneeled 
learned it as they bowed the knee to Baal? 


The Victory—“ By the three hundred ... will I save you,” 
said the Lord. Instead of a trumpet for each company, as 
usual, there was a trumpet for each man, and a lighted 
torch, which they each carried in an earthen pitcher or jar. 
Where were their swords? At midnight; in three companies, 
they went silently to different places round the enemy’s camp. 
Gideon gave the signal; every man blew the trumpet in his 
right hand, and shouted, ‘‘The sword of the Lord, and of 
Gideon!” A crash of breaking pitchers, and each man in 
his left hand held a blazing torch, The Midianites in a 
panic of fright used their swords against each other as they 
fled, and never troubled Israel again. Not might, nor power, 
but faith and obedience te the word of God, won the victory 


said, “The Lord shall rule over you.” Gideon was their 
judge for forty years, “and the land had rest.” 


Louisville, Ky. 
BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
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HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS, 


“ Onward, Christian soldiers,” 

“ Arise, my soul, arise,” 

“Soldiers of Christ, arise.” 

“Only an armor-bearer.” 

“Oh, speed thee, Christian, on thy way.” 
“ Awake, our souls; away, our fears.” 
“Stand up, my soul, shake off thy fears,” 
“ Oft in danger, oft in woe,” 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS, 
BY SELAH MERRILL, D.D., LL.D, 


“Prociatm.”—Official orders in the East are most com- 
monly promulgated in this way. For those of minor impor- 
tance a public crier goes about the streets, and stops here and 
there to deliver his message “in the ears of the people” (v. 8). 
Those, however, that are of the greatest importance, are sent 
by special messengers throughout the empire. In the large 
cities a day is appointed for the proclamation of such an 
order, business ceases for the time, the great men assemble, 
and with befitting solemnity the document is read to the 
assembled multitudes. I was once invited to attend the 
reading of such a royal order, and the dignity and serious- 


pressed me greatly. Sometimes these “ proclamations” bring 
grief and terror to the inhabitants, to whom “ruler” and 
“robber” are nearly synonymous terms, I know of one such 
that caused great distress throughout the country, since 
by it a piece of money that had been worth twenty-four 
cents was in a moment reduced in value to one-half that 
amount. For this no reason was given, and there was no 
redress. It was “by royal command.” For such publie 
purposes the printing press is being used only to a small 
extent, the voice of the crier being still heard in the 
streets and public places of Eastern cities, just as it was in 
ancient time. 

“LAapPETH OF THE WATER.’—It is very seldom that a 
party of natives on a journey are unprovided with an earthen 
water-bottle, which one of their number fills, and from which 
all drink. In an Arab encampment the water is always 
brought to the tents, sometimes from a considerable distance, 
and hence it is rare that one sees them drinking at a spring 
or well. Wild Arabs, and any other natives, if traveling on 
foot, would not be likely to burden themselves with a water- 
bottle; and when they come to a spring, they improvise some 
way of getting the water to their parched lips, I have seen 
them take a shoe, dip up the water, and drink from it as 
readily as though it were a goblet of silver or gold. Some- 
times they lie down flat, and thus bring their lips to the water; 
and, again, they will use the hollowed hand to raise the water 
to their mouths. 

“Tux Hosr or Mipran.”—In verse 12 it is said, “The 
children of the East lay along in the valley like grasshoppers 
for multitude.” The reader will be interested to know that 
these inroads of the great desert tribes of Arabs into Pales- 
tine have been continued down almost to our time, Only 
twenty-five or thirty years ago, the locality of our lesson, 
and, indeed, all the Esdraelon plain, was overrun yearly by 
some wild tribe from the East, which plundered the poor 
peasants of everything they had not had time to secrete in 
the neighboring hills, Recently the government has been 
able to hold these marauding parties or armies'in check, so 
that now that part of the country is comparatively safe. 
Many people now living remember vividly the excitement 
and alarm caused by the yearly visits of these hordes of 
modern Midianites or desert robbers, 


Andover, Mass. 


BY JACOB MAYER, PH.D. 


Tux Few Acainst THE Many.—That portion of the his- 
tory of Gideon which gives us an account of the manner in 
which his warriors were selected from the thousands who 
upon his call had flocked round his banner, can be satisfac- 
torily explained by consulting the mode of living of the 
Arabs, especially the Bedouins, of to-day. The fork and 
spoon are unknown to them; in eating, they thrust their 
thumb and two first fingers into the dish, and carry the mor- 
sel, thus taken, to their mouths; and as totheir milk, which is 





for Gideon, The people asked him to rule overthem, He 
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hands into it, and so sup it out of the palms of their hands. 
But water, after their meals, they drink out of a pitcher, or, 
for want of that, out of a leather bottle; in their wanderings, 
however, they will either kneel down at the side of a brook 
and drink the water, or catch it in the hollow of their hands, 
and then lap or lick it like dogs. Be it understood that those 
that “kneel down to drink” merely sit down in the Oriental 
fashion upon their heels and knees, or with their knees placed 
upright before them, either of which might be called “ bow- 
ing the knees to drink,” and hand slowly the drinking-vessels 
from one to another, thus consuming considerable time 
in this deliberate way of quenching their thirst, while it 
takes the others, who “lap or lick the water out of their 
hands,” a few moments only to satisfy their cravings. This 
applied to the men of the tribes of Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, 
and Naphtali, who had answered Gideon’s call (Judg. 6 : 35). 
The episode rélated in our lesson needs no further illustration. 
Philadelphia, 





_ QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


Who was the first judge in Israel? For how many years 
had the nation been suffering the penalty of their idolatry 
when this deliverer was raised up? (Judg. 3: 8.) How long 
aterm of prosperity did they enjoy after this deliverance? 
By whom did the Lord deliver them from their second term 
of servitude? How many years of rest followed? What 
place does Shamguar occupy in the history of the judges? 


Why did the Lord allow Jabin to oppress his people for, 


twenty years? (Judg.4: 1-3.) What New Testament text 
was illustrated in this deliverance? (1 Cor.1: 27.) Why 
should personal infirmity never be offered as an excuse for 
non-service? (Exod, 4: 10-12; 2 Cor. 12:9.) How long a 
rest did Israel enjoy after Deborah’s exploit? 

Describe the condition of the nation preceding the exploits 
of Gideon (Judg. 6: 1-6). What must every transgressor 
realize before he can get into right relation with God? 
(Judg. 6: 7-10.) Why was Gideon called Jerubbaal? Relate 
the circumstances of his call. How did he convince himself 
that he was making no mistake concerning his call to the 
salvation of Israel? Is it, or is it not, possible for a child of 
God to mistake the Lord’s leadings, when he is earnest in 
prayer and watchful of circumstances? Point out the place 
of Gideon’s conquest (v. 1). Why does the Lord often 
deprive us of human helps in his work? (v. 2.) What was 
the Lord’s great purpose in delivering Israel with a mere 
handful of men? (1 Kings 18: 21; 2 Chron. 32:7,8.) Why 
are we held responsible for our measure of courage? (Heb. 
11:6, 82, 33.) What characteristic besides a courage born of 
faith is essential in a Christian soldier? (Matt. 16:24.) By 
what test was Gideon’s army reduced to three hundred? (vs. 
4-8.) Complete the story of the conquest. Why were so 
many assurances given to Gideon? When God promises 
victory, is it, or is it not, necessary to use human wisdom and 
mechanical appliances? (v. 16.) 

Philadelphia. 
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[In view of the fact that the reception of a complimentary 
copy of a book is supposed to lay upon the editor or publisher 
receiving it an obligation to give it a notice in the pages of his 
periodical, the proprietors of The Sunday School Times have 
decided to decline to receive a copy of any book, from its author 
or publisher, with a view to its notice in these pages. From 
among the many new books issuing from the press, such, and 
such only, are selected, for notice in this department, as are, in 
the opinion of the Editor, worthy of the special attention of the 
readers of The Sunday School Times. Books that are desired 
for such notice are purchased through the ordinary trade chan- 
nels, Announcements of new books, either by circular or by 
personal letter, are, however, always welcomed by the Editor.] 





CHEAP LIBRARY SERIES. 


There can be no doubt that the numerous pamphlet 
“libraries” of the past dozen years have raised the 
literary tastes of readers accustomed to spend little 
money for mental food. Whatever the bearing of these 
libraries upon the international copyright question, they 
have helped to drive out the old “dime novels” by 
tenth-rate writers, and have reissued, not only Miss 
Braddon and “ Quida,” but also Dickens, Thackeray, 
the Brontés, George Eliot, and Scott. Other collections 
of pamphlets such as Cassell’s National Library, or 
Harper’s Half-Hour Series, have included modern, mis- 
cellaneous, or standard prose outside the field of fiction. 
The former has introduced to the ten-cent public Bacon, 
Izaak Walton, Sheridan, Goldsmith, Macaulay, Scott, 
Byron, Horace Walpole, Luther, andeven Plutarch and 
Herodotus, This library, like the World, Standard, and 
Pocket libraries of George Routledge and Sons, may 
also be had cheaply but neatly bound in cloth. The 
advantage of such issues is obvious, both in bettering 
the public taste and im spreading good literature among 


persons possessing more intellect than money. They 
likewise perform a good work in reminding railway 
readers that fiction is not the sole element in the litera- 
ture of the world. 

Two similar series, of this character, including both 
standard and contemporary books, are now in course of 
publication by Walter Scott, of London, at the very low 
price of a shilling a volume; they are sold in this coun- 
try by Thomas Whittaker, New York, for forty cents 
each. Both series are neatly printed on good paper, in 
sufficiently large type, and are well boundincloth, The 
Canterbury Poets, edited by William Sharp, are 5}<44 
inches, each volume containing some three hundred 
pages. Some authors are given in a complete form, 
others are represented by selections; and each volume 
contains an introductory sketch, critical and biographi- 
cal, by a special editor. Fifty-four volumes have thus 
far appeared, including twelve books of selected verse. 
The American authors included are Longfellow, Whit- 
tier, Poe, Emerson, and Whitman; these volumes, of 
course, are not salable in the United States. Whitman 
is presented, fortunately, in an expurgated edition, pref- 
aced by an extravagantly eulogistic sketch by Ernest 
Rhys, who lately visited this country on a lecturing tour. 
Mr. Rhys is the general editor of the Camelot Series, 
issued, like the Canterbury Poets, in monthly shilling 
volumes, and devoted to ancient and modern prose, The 
volumes are larger (7}5} inches) than the Canterbury 
books, and are more modestly bound, in smooth blue 
cloth, paper labels. Among the thirty issues, to date, 
are Browne’s Religio Medici, Burns’s Letters, Byron’s 
Letters, Shelley’s Letters, Defoe’s Captain Singleton, 
White’s Selborne, Carlyle’s Sartor Resartus, De Quin- 
cey’s Opium-Eater, some essays by Leigh Hunt, Plu- 
tarch’s Lives, Marcus Aurelius’s Thoughts, Mazzini’s 
essays, Heine’s prose writings, and Seneca’s Morals. 
Some of these, of course, are represented in selections. 
The American writers included are Thoreau (Walden), 
Longfellow, Lowell (My Study Windows), Emerson 
(extracts), and Whitman again (Specimen Days and 
Democratic Vistas). Mr. Scott, the publisher of these 
two libraries, also issues the Great Writers series 
(monthly, one shilling), previously noticed in these 
columns. 


Mr. Gladstone, now nearly seventy-nine years of age, 
continues to give constant proof that his mind is not only 
in the maturity of its powers, but also in the plenitude 
of vigor. According to his custom, he frequently turns 
aside from political work to read and review some book 
of timely interest ; and thus, recently, he has commented 
upon Mrs. Ward’s Robert Elsmere, and Mr. T. Wemyss 
Reid’s Lifeof the Right Honorable William Edward Forster. 
In the latter book, of course, he had great personal 
interest, as Mr. Forster was long his friend and some- 
times his right-hand man in statecraft; so that Mr. 
Gladstone, in speaking of the biography, could also dis- 
cuss matters of importance in his own political career, 
explaining one thing or defending another. In prepar- 
ing this extended life of one who was a notable and 
influential force in recent British history, Mr. Reid has 
approved himself as a man of sense and a skilful writer. 
Heartily admiring his subject, he still makes tolerably 
plain Forster’s limitations of view and achievement, 
especially in his natural failure to settle the everlasting 
Eastern and Irish questions. Forster’s unfortunate and 
inveterate habit of quarreling with his political associates 
might, however, have been more frankly portrayed. His 
life, as well as his character, was, on the whole, deficient 
in saliency or picturesqueness; and as far as the por- 
trayal of a personality is concerned, the present biogra- 
phy cannot be said to be specially brilliant or interesting, 
which fact is not Mr. Reid’s fault. But Forster’s strong 
ethical sease, inherited from his honored father, a famous 
minister of the Society of Friends; his successful labors 
in behalf of popular education; his triumphs in the 
extension of the suffrage; and his services in promoting 
peace between England and the United States,—must 
long entitle him to an honorable place in the history of 
the Liberal legislation of Great Britain in the latter half 
of the nineteenth century. (2 vols.,9}><6} inches, cloth, 
illustrated, pp. iv, 574; iv, 587. London: Chapman 
and Hall; Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company. 
Price, $8.00.) 


One could hardly name two poets more dissimilar than 
Shelley and Whittier; but the catholicity of the true 
song-lover is such that buyers of standard verse may well 
rejoice that the past autumn has given them well-printed 
and well-edited new editions of both of these eminent 
lyrists. The Shelley, in five volumes, has been prepared 





“literary resurrectionist,” but who, in this instance, hag 
done a sound service in reproducing, from the first edi- 
tions, the complete verse and prose of a man whose high 
genius is as manifest as his many errors in thought, 
word, and act. Shepherd’s Shelley is at once the most 
serviceable and the cheapest in the market. The new 
Whittier is to be in seven volumes, uniform with ite 
publishers’ “ Riverside edition” of Longfellow; four 
volumes will contain Whittier’s poetry, and three his 
prose. The reissue of the latter is of doubtful wisdom, 
but of the desirability, at some time, of a handsome 
library set of the poetic product of a noble soul and a 
true singer there can be no question, though “ complete 
editions” that soon need a supplement are a vexation 
to the conservative book-buyer. Two volumes of the 
poems have thus far been issued. (Shelley’s Works, 
5 vols., 75 inches, cloth. London: Chatto and Windus; 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company. Price, $6.25, 
—Whittier’s Works, 7 vols., 854 inches, cloth, Boston: 
Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, $10.50.) 


There are three ways of making money while making 
books, aside from the production of psychological or 
sensational fiction: first, by issuing a successful text- 
book; second, by getting up a-“ favorite” cook-book; 
and, third, by putting together a subscription-book with 
a popular title. The Library of Universal Adventure, 
which Messrs. W. D. Howells and T. S. Perry have 
manufactured for the subscription-book market, is bulky 
in size, varied and well arranged in its voluminous con- 
tents, clearly printed, and made more valuable by the 
copious selection it proffers from its publishers’ unsur- 
passed stock of electrotype cuts, in the department of 
travel and exploration. (6X9 inches, cloth, illustrated, 
pp. 1044. New York: Harper and Brothers, Sold by 
subscription.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


One of the more valuable articles for the Bible student 
that has appeared of late in the periodicals of the day is 
a discussion of the fruit-trees of Syria, and especially of 
Palestine, by Dr. Leo Anderlied, in the second heft for 
the current year of the Zeitschrift des Deutschen Palaes- 
tina- Vereins, edited by Professor Guthe of Leipzig. The 
author is a specialist, and has been traveling during the 
past few years in the Holy Land, studying its fruit-trees, 
His article accordingly consists of data gathered by a 
student. He does not treat the subject in its application 
to Scripture, but as a botanist supplies the Bible student 
with a vast amount of new materials in regard to the 
character, kinds, growth, and cultivation of the olive, the 
fig, the apficot, the pomegranate, and other trees so 
familiar in name to the reader of Scriptures. In all, the 
paper, which consists of thirty-five pages of solid informa- 
tion, treats exhaustively of nineteen different kinds of 
fruit-trees found in Syria and Palestine 


It will probably be admitted that the French surpass 
the English and the Americans in painting, and in some, 
though not all, of the minor arts of design. Their books 
and newspapers, for instance, have utilized color-prints, 
both woodcuts and lithographs, to great advantage, 
within the past few years; while the photogravure has 
hitherto been distinctly a French triumph. English 
and American interest in these branches of French illus- 
trative art has been so great as to give a considerable 
circulation to the costlier French periodicals, in Great 
Britain and the United States; and this year has seen 
the beginning of editions of Les Lettres et Les Arts and 
Paris illustré with English text (sold in this country, 
respectively, by Charles Scribner’s Sons and the Inter- 
national News Company). Both of these periodicals are 
chiefly valuable from the pictorial side; their text is 
distinctly inferior to that of corresponding London or 
New York publications, such as The Portfolio or Harper's 
Weekly. It may here be said that Americans, who have 
so surpassed Englishmen and Frenchmen as designers 
and engravers on wood, are now producing photogravures 
every whit as good as thoge coming from Paris, The 
illustrations in The Art Review (New York) are nowise 
inferior to those in L’ Art-or Les Lettres et Les Arts, The 
Photogravure Company, of New York, which produces 
the illustrations for The Art Review, has now begun to 
issue a cheaper monthly called Sun and Shade, designed 
to give significant samples of various methods of pho- 
tography. It consists of plates only, without any accom- 
panying text. The two numbers thus far issued (July 
and October) remind us afresh of the great beauty of the 
photogravure, the considerable effectiveness of heliotypy 
for portraits and views, and the general shabbiness of 





by Mr. Richard Herne Shepherd, an industrious collec- 
ter and editor who has sometimes been sneered at as a 


photographic process-work as a substitute for woot 
engraving or the higher grades of lithography. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times ts given each week, The 
reguiar edition this week is 128,000 copies, 
exclusive of copies used either as samples or 
for the filling of short trial subscriptions. 
Advertisers are free to examine ihe sub- 

scription list at any time, The advertising 
vate ts $1.00 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per cent, on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
oj svace (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a year, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the whole te amount 
te oe less than one thousand dollars, may have 
such @ position in the paper, r regularly, a2 he 
may choose, so far as dt will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nab ah 
the- Publisher’s idea of the general make-up of 
the advertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditioned on an appearanee upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates, 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate recommended 
by physicians of all schools, for the brain, 
nerves, and stomach. 





Deserving of Confidence,—There is no 
article which so richly deserves the entire 
confidence of the community as Brown’s 
Bronchial Troches. Those suffering from 
asthmatic and bronchial diseases, coughs, and 
colds, should try them, They are universally 
considered superior to all other articles used 
for similar purposes. The late Rev. Henry 
Ward Beecher said of them: “I have never 
changed my mind respecting them from the 
first, except I think yet better of that which 
I began by thinking well of. I have also 
commended them to friends, and they have 
proved extremely serviceable.” 








EDUCATIONAL. 


LLMUTH COLLEGE) London,Can. Cata Pg ew 
FOR YOUNG LaDIEs. | Rev. E. 'N. English 


BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


Ve poetics culars, address 
THE REV. DR. WORDEN, 
1834 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


EVERY ONE STUDYING MUSIC 


will get valuable information free in the new Lilue 
trated Calendar. Address E, TOURJER, Boston. 


WESLEYAN ACADEMY. 


One of the half-dozen best A and Gaastons 
&choeols in New England. Tne ony ie payment 0 of $68 in ad- 
yance will cover ordinary tuition, with board for 


i , 
Sin Ru ota thshone aae 


“STAMMERING” | 


And All Defects of 

Mr. E. M, Peck, Carbondale Pa., cele sad hee 
treatment of my son was entirely successiul, and pow 
after three months’ trial we consider bis cured, He 
had received instruction from a perty 5 n New York 
without any benefit, Ican rae pscomnmeené 
your treatment, and beli will effect a cure 
every case,” Can refer to Ge ma be was 
Philadelphia Public Ledger, § r™ § 3S 
publisher The Low 4s hool Times, Sen 
Pamphies to to E. 8. JOHNSTON, Bd ot page 
ith and ‘Spring Garden Streets, Pailadelphia. 


Does Any Book Here 
: Suit You? 


OUR DARLINGS. By Dr. Barnardo. $1.25. Large, 
mines quarto volume, bound in most attractive 
ithographed colored covers. 

he best and the cheapest juvenile volume issued 
this ear. Over 1,000 pictures, beautifully printed. 
Nearly zo pages of excellent stories, poems, puzzles. 
and sketches of the most interesting and helpful | e 
character. Nothing trashy. 


Books by Mrs. Jennie ¥F. Willing. 
yRom FIFTEEN TO TWENTY-FIVE. For 
ys. 75 cents, gilt; 50 cents, plain. 
ps wits ap ten special sense to the auoape inch than any 


























book written s ay for xy gouns men that we have 
ever read, the roverbs excepted,”’--Dr, 
Daniel Steéle. 


4 DOZEN BE’S. For Boys. 40 ce 
his book shows what it is to be ri rot, ithful, true, 
brave, shopene: gentle, polite, industrious, pure, happy, 


and som 
THE POTENTIAL WOMAN. For Girla 7 
cents, gilt; 50 cents, plain. 

This is Vey book-of decorum for young ladies ere 
ai idactic biography of an impossible woman. It con- 
tains wholesome Counsel, sympathy, and encourage- 
ment, for young women, especial y¥ those in seem- 


hiche fi Sorel Lneiepen pw goo ae — ty = 
velopmen body, min s for 
the sake of Ch Fist.” — 


4 BUNCH OF FLOWERS. For Girls. 40 cents. 
The author abundantly proves her knowledge of 
Bature bot among the flowers and the Cu 
of the different flowers. 
Books by Mrs. Hannah Whitall Smith. 
THE OPEN SECRET. $1.00. 
A series of practical Bible readings and studies of 
eminently practical worth 
THE CHBISTIAN’S SECRET OFA NAPPY 
.. MLPFE,. $1.00, gilt; 7icente, plain; s0cents, paper. 
This book reaches to the very core of Chrishan 
experience, end ., (mineatiy jo cnperimentsl in its 
teachings,"?— Weekly. e@ book ¥ so truly 
and reverential ay devout in its apirie that it disarms 
criticigm,””—~, 





Do you want in your church 0 or school soul-stirrin 
music? Youdo? Then @LAD HALLELUJAH 
$ SONGS Or THIOMEPs are the books to buy! 

ice of each, by mail, 35 cents. a express (not pre- 
i. $3.00 per dozen’; 5 80 per 1 NO. , Be Simpie copy, 25 


Books sent, eee on receipt of price. 


T. T. TASKER, Sr., Publisher, 
821 ARCH ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 











visitor in your home. 


THACKERAY’S LETTERS, 

WaSHBURBNE’S REMINISCENCES, 

THE MENDELSSOHN LETTERS, 

LESTER WALLACK'S “ Memortrs,” 

THE RAILROAD ARTICLES, 
ributions by 


JOEL CHANDLER HARRI, 

Bret HaRTE, 

Hon. HuGH McCULLOCH, 

SARAH ORNE JEWETT, 

GEN. A. W. GREELY, 

AND MANY OF THE GREATEST AUTHORS, 





highest standard, popular and interesting. 
a magazine of acknowledged success. 


ELINU veo 

WILL H. Low, 

EK. H. BLASHFIELD, 

BRUCE CRANE, 

WILLIAM HAMILTON GIBSON, 


ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON, Fr 
THOMAS BAILEY ALDRICH, Harry FENN, a 
Gey. P. H. SHERIDAN, R. F, ZocBaum, 


J. ALDEN WEIR, 
ROBERT BLvuM, 

J. FRANCIS MURPHY, 
HowarpbD 
J. W. ALEXANDER, 


We invite your attention 


to Scribner's Magazine as a publication worthy of becoming a regular and welcomed 
It is the purpose of the publishers to keep it always of the 
It is now entering upon its third year as 
What Aas been done is the best guarantee of 
what wi// be done; and the arrangements already completed make it certain that 


Scribner's Magazine in 1889 will be better than ever, 


In its pages have appeared, ‘besides much of — importance which there is not space to mention: 

ings by ‘“‘SCRIBNER’S has many novelties and su 

readers in its short and memorable history, but the chief “° them 
aps isthe admirable skill and intelli 

Big level has not 4 gals te been m 


PYLE, verumes of § 





AND MANY OTHERS, peri 


We invite your subscription. 


Remittances should be made by bank check, express or postal order, or note to 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 743 Broadway, New York. 


Its price is low, $3.00 a year. 


“Tt is a matter of for failing that Scribner’s can keepuptoso high 
standard. Instead 

“A gratifying proof of American enterprise—of push, 
end deserved success—may be seen by glancing through the boun 


stead rovement in all the praiseworthy features of a popular 
ae —Public Opinion, Washington, D. C, 


We have spoken of quality; as to quantity: a year’s subscription means 1,500 pages 
of the best literature and about 700 illustrations—a veritable library—and for $3.00. 


rises to offer its 


ages with which its 
ntained, 
ANTLY ADVANCE ED.” 
NV. Y. Times, Oct. 25, 1888. 


off it seems rather to improve.’ 
rgus, Albany, N. ¥. 


rogress, 
’s Magazine. Each monthly issue has shown a 
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elpful, Interesting, and 


Instructive New Books, 





HOW TOM AND DOROTHY MADE AND 
KEPT A CHRISTIAN HOME. By Man- 
GARET SIDNEY. 75 cents. 

A bright and charming story. For young poopie: 


just beginning married red on small means, i 
prove of incalculable service. 


SOME SUCCESSFUL WOMEN. By Sanaz KE, 
BoLTon, §1,25. 

A dozen biographies of American women who have 
made a noble place for themselves by cen effort, 
and whose example might well infuse hope and enerey 
inte the bes heart ef the most forlern or discouraged girl 
e la! 


A YOUNG PRINCE OF COMMERCE. By 
SELDEN R. HorKINs. $1.25. 


foronghs a Ty of business experiences, ir 
what to do ina of variety of situations, and how to 
set ut, it, chapters explanatory of barking 
and roading ore 
IN WAR TIMES AT LA ROSE BLANCHE, 
By M.E. M. Davis. $1.25. Life on a Southern Plan- 
tation du#ing the Rebellion. 


“The most charming description of child-life in the 
South that bes yet been publ ished,”~—Golden Bule, 


“ Not the least delightful feature of the py is pie 
absolute faithfulness and realiam.”—New Or 
Picayune 





THE STORY OF THE AMERICAN SAILOR. 
By ELBEIDGR & Brooks. 6yo, fully illustrated, 
$2.50. 


A strong,exhlilarating, and picturesque presentation 
of the development and the doings of the American 
seaman on merchant vessel and man-of-war. Uniform 
with the same author’s popular “ Story of the Ameri- 
can Indian.” 


A STBANGE COMPANY. By ©. F, Hotprs. 
$1.25. Natural History popularized. 


“A delightful little volume, packed full ef quaint, 
out-of-the-way knowledge, and made exceedingly in- 
teresting by thesimple, but very vivid, style of deacrip- 
tion.” —Chicage Times, 


STORIED HOLIDAYS, <A story foreach month. 
’ By EcserperS. Beooxs, Illustrated by Howarp 
PYLe. $1.50. 


“There is no eee aaa who succeeds as 
well as Mr. B in i in history.” 
—Albany Argus. 





NEW EVERY MORNING. A Year-Book 
for Girls. By ANNIE& H. RYDER. $1.00, 


Choice selections from such authors as young girls 
should know. Bright, apt, wise, tender,andtrue. A 
book that might well be dear to every girl heart. 





At the bookstores, or mailed by the Publishers on receipt ef price, 
Lothrop’s beautifully illustrated list of recent books, and Wide Awake Calendar fer 1889, 


mailed free to any address on application te 


D. LOTHROP COMPANY, Boston. 





JUST ISSUED. 





THE GARMENT OF PRAISE. Fie P. 
Strong, author of “ His Abiding Presence, 
tint booklet. Cover in ‘coon 


Daintily illustrated. 
and gold. Oblong 4to. 8% pp. §1 
An elegant gift and devotional volume, full of 

uisite designs in harmony with the inspired words 
wits which the church in all ages praises 


THE SEA IS WIS; or, Words of Comfort 
for Sea aud Shore, Susan A. Brown. Ano. 
48 pp. 40c. 

In ten colors and gold. Elegant sea 
views and sea mosses, on alternate es 
®ems from God’s Word and our poeta. 


TORIES TOLD BY A DOLK. Miss KE A. 
moth ty 4to. 6% by sinches, 89 pp. 50c. Numer- 
ous illustrations. ndsome chromo cover. 


PICTORIAL WALEL-BOLM 13X20 inches. 
32 pp. On walnutroller. 75c. A choice Taunt pic- 
ture on each e, with a few lines of suggestive a 
planation, tures tell a whole story withont ita word. 


APPLES OF GOLD. Four colored pictures, 


id shore 
th 


2®0other cuts. 28pp, 4to, Cloth back, limp cover, d0c, » 


DAILY LIGHT. New edition, 


McBRNING Hover or EVENING Hoor, 32mo, each, 
Cloth, 40c, ; gilt, 50c, ; moreceo, $1; kid-lined, $2, 


MorwNINGe and Evenine we Mow combined. Cloth, 

ees Silt, Tee. ; 5 Penk, Hassia. mn H peorsagee, rey 
old, $1,60 ; extra and go 

2: kiddined, ‘A vel old, 


MORNING or EVENING Hook, large print edition, 
square léme, each, cloth gilt, 75c. ; morocco, $1. 


MornIne and EVENING Hour, combined. Morocco, 
2; Levant, $3; kid-lined, $3. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 Nassau St., New York; Boston, Philadel- 
phia, Rochester, Chicago, San Francisco, 


‘actsthat 
NOBODY KNOWS i: sotflotionsts tke the 
iis of an unknown. orously written and quaintly 


papers, ra, infused with a somewhat rough but 
ont ay humer that serves to emphas 





n thought. loftiest sentiments are bore eel 
with Fe hg satize, pfadvomare.| in a style bot 
pal é pic 
on Price OS. Send ai hccodien ar. BY A NOBODY 
K & WAGNALLS, 18 and 2 Asto Place, N. ¥. 








ILGRIM LESSON HELPS. 


yaaa ART ERLING. 
Lite De iLL MUON e 
LITT PicTuR RES, 


ILGRIM SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPERS. 


WELL-SPRING, weekly, 50c. 
mt monthly, 24c. ; monthly, 120. 
FLOWER, weekly, 


ILGRIM REQUISITES. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL RECORD, 
+ RSH +” 


ILGRIM MUSIC. 


ie Sr ry a 
rly a rv year. 
LORIM Bx SONGS. Ber 100 copies, $30 and $44, 


= Send for oven Mh and samples, "@& 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES supplied 
iin BOC Everythi needed by past 
— ing n py astors, su 
intendents, and Sunday-schoo! teac! rh ed 


PILGRIM ALMANAC. Fer, r Bible , Senreh- 


Unique and helpful. For y ror youn ct old. 
Price, 3 cents; Wecel m covers, Se. 
Congregational 8. S. ‘and Pub. Society, 


BOSTON AND CHICAGO, 


GRAND CHAISTMAS. “DOUBLE HUMBER 
The YOUNG LADIES’ JOURNAL 


NWTovV’ READY !: 
Comprises a magnificent picture in colors, entitled 
“THE LINE OF FATE,” 


and an unrivaled variety of Fashions, New and 
Complete Stories, ete, The whole forming 


2 Parts and 6 Supplements, for 60 eents. 


tot splendid double sumber is of especial interest 
ladies and families. 


The International News Company, 
29 and 21 Beekman Street, New York. 
ap” plasie subscriptions received for any foreign 
periodical, 


ANY BOOK! SAMPLES FREE! 
Send for 
Ftd ADJUSTABLE x OVER for 1 and 


= woe a a ten go ey enter 


CL#S5 BOOK. 











NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
HER ONLY BROTHER, 


Translated from the German of Heimburg 
(BERTHA BEHRENS). One vol.,12mo, $1,25. 


An interesting story of German country life. Those 
who like the pure, healthy fiction of the German 
school, where dramatic effect is attained by working 
on simple lines, will be enthusiastic over this book, 
which has attained immense popularity in Germany. 


WHAT TO DO. 
An Unabridged Translation from the Russian 
of Count Lyor N. Toxsto1. In paper cov- 
ers, 50 cents. 


A friend and disciple of Count Tolsto!, having had 
access to the original manuscript of this extraor- 
dinary work, made a new and complete translation 
ofit. Inits present inexpensive form, the Americal 
people have an opportunity to learn the views of the 
great Russian humanitarian in regard to abolishing 
beggary, class distinctions, and the abuses of society, 
and ameliorating the condition of his fellow-men. 
The views are presented with thrilling eloquence and 
honesty, and will interest all who think. 


SCOTCH CAPS. 


By J A K, author of THE RIVERSIDE Mu- 
SEUM, BIRCHWOOD, FitcH CLUB, GIANT 
DwakF, ete. 12mo. $1.25, 


The increasing popularity of this author, whese 
books for young people have been warmly recognized 
for their freshness, originality, and good sense, and 
have wet with unqualified success with the young, 
insures @ good demand for this, her latest story, which 
will be found of the same standard quality and merit 
as the six already published, 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


VicroR Huaco’s Works. Illustrated editilo 
Cloth, gilt top, 15 vols., 12mo, $22.50; half calf, 
#45. Popular edition, 6 vols:, cloth, $9; half 





calf. $18 00 
CounT ToLsTor’s WoRKS. 13 vols., 12mo, cloth, 
$15; half calf extra 36 00 





WASHINGTON IRVING'S WORKS. 8 yois., 12mo, 
cloth, $10; aye otitton cloth, gilt top. $12; 
half caif, $20; edition, 10 vols,, cloth; 











gilt top, $15; halt’ calf, slisteocdnhgnibtagihdencsdecneninbeniice wo 
Fawous AMERICAN STATESMEN. Fully ilus 
ated. 18 
TER Live or Laraverrz. “The Knight of 
Liberty.” LIllustreted... 18% 
Conner, Wouse FoR DaILy CouNSEL, Cloth, 
$i; OdBe....,..... 13 


THE cana FOR THESTAR. 12mo, illustrated, 1.25 
THE Caprarn’s Doa. 18 illustrations, 12mo...... 1 00 





























WRECKED ow LABRADOR 150 
SEVASTOPOL. 12mo 100 
THE Cossacks. 12mo 100 
FaMILY HapPinkss. 12mo vi] 
MAXIMINA, 12mo. 150 
TAXATION IN AMEBICA™ STATES AND CITIES, 
12mo. 1% 
PRoBLEMS OF To-Day, 12mo 1% 
SuMMER LEGENDS. 12mc. 1% 
AT HOME AND IN WAB. 120. nnececseecsereeemey 1 75 
THE Lone EXILE, me. 1% 
THE VAGRANT. 12mo. 1% 





THOMAS Y. CROWELL & CO., 


183 Astor Piace, New York. 


DOf eS ey! PUBLISHING CO., 189 
LaSalle M., Chicago. Truth ina Nutshell, 
By Haroid F¥. Sayles, Being Rerigsuse Bry ge 
briefly explained and iiaatentes. lic. per 
doz. ; $1.00 per oe » Postpaid. sed by ‘Teatine? ae 
everywhere, : “TI have never 
found noe An like ood. (x use with inguirers. nf 


OLDEN TEXT DESIGNS FOR THE 
SUNDAY-SCHICOL, Prices reduced. In- 











teresting and instructive, For full particulars, send 
stamped envelope with your address to the publisher, 
Wa. H. HART, Jr., 242 Chestnut Street, Phila., Pa. 





All Books at Wholesale Book Buyers Bureau, 


ts wanted to solicit mem- 
- eee oes up 


for catalo, 
tion to RB. H. WOODWARD & CO., 
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Poetic Gem Series. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








E. P. DUTTON & CO0.’S 


MONOTINT BOOKS, 
To take the Place of Christmas Cards. 


Walking with 
God Series. 


4vols, 4to, 16 pages, 

color and mouotint 

illustrations, 

15 cents. 

In Ways of Pleas- 
antness. 

In Paths of Peace. 

In Green Pastures, 

By Still Waters, 


Heavenly Wis- 
dom Series. 


. 6 vols. Oblong 32mo, 
82 paces. he tage ok em Each 15 cents. 














Heavenly Wisd Evening Bells. 
bright Kays. Faith and Hope. 
Sayings of Jesus, Peace in Jesus. 


Small 4to, 12 pages, monotint illustrations. Each 


15 cents, 
Village Blacksmith. 


Lead, Kindly Light, 
Gray's Elegy. I Remember, I Remember. 





Small 4to, 24 pages, all monotint. Each 26 cents. 
Holly and Misletoe. The Better Part. 
Lilies and Heartsease. Before Summer. 
Roses and May. 4 Land and Sea. 
Falling Leaves, Landscape and Song. 


Obiong 32mo, 32 pages, all monotint. Each 26 cents. 
Words of Comfort. Grace and Glory. 
Daily Strength, Refuge and Strength, 





Love and Light, Shield of Salvation. 
Bible Fear-Nots, 
The Posy 
Series. 


Pictures and 
Poems. Small 
4to, 16 pages, 
monotint  il- 
lustrations, 
30 centa, 
Buttercups and 
Daisies, 





Meadows Sweet 
Violets Sweet. 


4to, 32 pages, 
colorand mon- 
otint illustra- 














tions. 

36 cents. 
Spring. Snowflakes, 
Summer. Visit of St. Nicholas, 
Autumn, Untold Mercies, 


nter. 


The Poet’s Garden Series. 


pa vole. tte, each 20 pages, monotint illustrations, 


“hair Flowers, Grice m Leaves. 
Bright Biossoms, inter Jewels, 
4to, 32 pages, monotint Ulustrations, 60 cents each. 
Love L; Morning. 
aS ge Noon, 
Resti ng. Eventide, 
Bweet Pansies, Night. 
Litthe Songs for Little fingers, 


The Bells. 


EpG@aR ALLAN Por’s weird poem, with new and 
beautiful illustrations by a Tarrant. Printed 
in rich brown monotin a Oe 40, 2 pages, monotint 


cover, 75 centa, 


0 Little Town of Bethlehem. 


By the Rev. PHILLIPs apet D.D, Quarto, beau- 
tafully ill illustrated, 75 cen’ _ - 


Floral Friends. 


Familiar Flowers, with ap riate verses b; 

prominent poets. Wita urupratfons ons in pay an 

ae Ball Ato, th backs, 
cen 


Onward. 


A selection of hymnsand Sate texts for a month 
illustrated with many colo: plates, vignettes, and 
monotints. Small 4to, 2 pages, Wluminated board 
covers, 50 cents. 


As Thy Days So Shall Thy Strength Be. 


A daily companion for a month, containing favorite 
hymns and texts. Richly illustrated with exquisite 
pictures, and ymneties in color and monotint. b 

‘red. Hines. Large 4to, 33 pages, illuminated beard 
@overs, $1.50; bevelled, gilt extra, §2.50, 





For sale at the bookstores, or sent by mail, postpal 
en receipt of price, by . -s 


E. P. DUTTON & CO., 


PUBLISHERS, 
3! West Twenty-third St., New York. 


Bushnell" s Portable Letter Copying Book 
jsa Copying Book and Presse »mbined, It makes per- 
fect copies with any copying ink. R tor note size, 
1.00, For letter size, $1.30, Thes ks are sold by 
eading booRsellers and entioners. ‘They are sent, post- 
paid by mail onreceiptof price. ALVAH BUSHNELL, 
General Agent, 47 8. 4th Street, Philadelphia. Pa, 


-Sunday-schoo! Cards. 


Ten packs for $1.00. 











Address, » A. & H. T. HOLMES, 
‘ 190" Thirty -first Street, Chicago, Til. 
W TE WILL § ND FREE to e every patron a of 
of Tuk ILEusTRatTor of the S. 8. Lessons send- 


ing $1 for one annual subscription, a beautiful large 
copy of “ CHRIST REFORE PILatk,” one of the finest 
premiums ever offered. Some consider it alone worth 
$5, aswork ofart. T. J. Morrow, Minneapolis, Minn, 


‘““OXFORD” 


Teachers’ Bibles. 
T. NELSON & SONS, 33 East t7th St., N.Y. 


TEACHERS’ OXFORD BIBLES 


Testaments, yn, Prayer Booka, 








CHRISTMAS CARDS BY MAIL. 


OUR CARD PACKAGES for 1888-89 are ready. The 
assortment is large and fine, embracing the best cards that 
can be obtai These packets will be found wonderful 
bargains. We advise early orders, as many will certainly 
desire to re-order. 

We will send a complete set of the first six packages for 
$3.50, and 40 cents ) J postage and registering, and of the 
compacts TEN sets for $5.50, and 50 cents for postage and 
registering. 

No. 1.—For 50 cents and 4 cents for tage: 17 of 
‘i Prang «& Co. and other fine bristmas _—— 
together with a Double Fringed Card and a handso: 
Birthday Card. 

No. 2.—For 50 cents and 4 cents for postave 2:10 
large and finer cards from the above publishers, also a 
fine Frosted Card and a card cut in form of a leaf. 

: No. 3.—For $1.00 and 6 cents for postage : A choice 

4 selection of 25 Beauti:ul Cards, of L. Prang & Co., 

also a Souvenir Booklet and a fine Satin Card. 

No. 4.—For $1.00 and 8 cents for postage: A 

selection of 10 of our Largest and Finest Cards, inioding 

one of Prang’s Celebrated Prize Cards, together with a 

Beautiful Folding Calendar for 1889. 

No. 5.—For $:.00 and 10 cents for pestene : 10 
Double Fringed Cards (not pomed) 20 in a separate 

envelope, together with a Bookm Card mounted on 

Satin ibbon, and a handsome Foldin Card, 

No. a 25 cents and 2 cents for postage: 10 
Prang’s. Tack’s, Ward’s, and other ——- cards 

No. 7 ‘or $1.00 and 8 cents for postage: 7 Sou- 
venir Books, with appropriate selections from best 

authors; retail price eee con ene 

Lithographic Card of the above cut by L 









CopYyRIGHT, 
No. 8.—For $1.00 and 6 cents for postage: 7 of Prang’s best Prize Cards, Zelabrnted th the varie 
over as the finest cards ever produced. 

No. 50. eeeny, tg or 50 cents, 17 Fine Cards of Prang’s or Tuck’s. 


No. 10, 





acket, tor 50 cents. 20 Cards of Marcus Ward’s, Prang’s Cards, assorted. 
STAMPS OR POSTAL NOTES RECEIVED. 

Hand-Painted Cards, Pearl Cards, and other Novelties, at 10, 15, 25, 50, 75 cents, and $1.00 
each, for a Birthday, or Anniversary, which will be selected with care for different tastes and 
ages as specifiec 

Chromo-Lithegraph Cards by Prang & Co. of the above cut and verse, and companion cards, per 


dozen, postpaid, 75 cents, 
TO TEACHERS ONLY. 
10 Marcus Ward's, Prang’s, and other beautitul cards, no two alike, for $1.00, and 8 cents for postage 
Better assortment, $2.00, and 10 cents for e. Avery choice selection, no two alike, $3.00, and 20 cents 
for postage and reg sterin Every Packet be sent in pasteboard Protectors and heavy em 
pers for safe transmission, e above offers include our Easter Card Packets for 1889, These will 
hous March me OWeetT for mailing, 12 cemts for each packet. 


OQWEST PRICES IN THE UNITED STATES. 
P APER BY THE POUND. ¥ ze are the manufacturers of the Beacon Hill Linen 


me (no better or more —_ paper can be mude), 
Selling direct from mills to the consumer, we are soe always to give lowest possible prices. Sample sheets 
of paper and envelopes, with prices and 1, seeeee of sheets to a pound, sent on receipt of 15 eemts, and 
special prices van “ taking onters ie CARRIC with our card packets. 


H. H. CARTER & ICK, 3° Beacon ‘Street, Boston. 
COPY OF A 


$120,000 PICTURE FOR $1. 


MUNKACSY’S GREAT PAINTING, 


“CHRIST BEFORE PILATE,” 


original of which was sold to Mz Jonn WaNAMAKER the great ne: 
merchant for 8 fet $120,000. 

“Christ Before Pilate” is pronounced by all to be the STRONGEST and MOST 
NOTABLE PICTURE ever brought to By, being a MASTERPIECE, WON. 
DERFUL AS A WORK OF ART YOND THE POWER OF LAN. 
GUAGE TO DESCRIBE, WORTH S THOUSAND SERMONS as a Moral 
Lesson, and which will become one of the most popular PICTORIAL ORNA- 
MENTS of AMERICAN HOUSEHOLDS. 


SINS THE’ ORIGINAL PICTURE Sead om Ses 


DS {Dy arian art 
Api Wy) MG 7 m" NG Ds My = Supreme e e --«\y of his life and art in dealing 
\ (i \ 









@ sacred subject, and is one of the 
most st remarkabl e and greatest pictures ever 
pain 


DENSE CROWDS groeate millions of peo= 


e, Saving rom ¥ imp weedy othin Euro 
rey P ke. 


this count is beyond all o—- 
most won omit impressive 
jubject ever produ =" ad 


on 
wert, akan’ that is sufficiently at- 
tested ty the fact of its sale for $120,000. 


THE INTENSE INTEREST in tits feat paine 


ba bas. prompted us to give every one an opportu- 
* pi oy of of placing ° copy in their homes 
y the -aid ef some of the best artists and en- 
= in the country we have succeeded in pro- 
ucing a pare which is pronounced by all who 
have seen it to be a faithful reproduction in 
every re: 


Exactly Like the Original in 20 Colors, 


It is in jtself a work of h art, and full 
worthy of the great original of nigh it is an exact 
copy. he skill and delicacy with which it has 
been executed is wonderful, and all the color 
values of the artist’s masterpiece have been ad- 
— 4 poneeves while the igh intent and pur- 

the exalted subject have lost nothing in the 
melerenen. The picture is of sufficient size to 
allow ample scope fur the display of the salient 
. features of face and form, while the varied expres- 
; sions of hate, fear, curiosity, compassion, and revey- 
> enceanimatin ~s countenances of those assembled 
y asosbewa startling fidelity that beggars de- 
scription 

Munkacsy, while preserving a thoroughly reveren- 
tial tone, treated Christ and those about him ina 
style of unflinching realism such as the world has 
not been accustomed to see in paintings of a relig- 
ious cast, and this realism has been maintained in 
our reproduction; as the (ene is instinct with life 
and inspiration in the highest pense, so is this re- 

aaa paint- 


PRESSE! 
M. DE MUN heavy, 
roduction, not a jot or tittle S 
having bee 


PAINTER OF THIS GREAT PICTURR. m toned down o: 


The greatest and most impressive religious picture ever painted. 


WHAT THE CLERGY SAY ABOUT IT. 
“Ttis wonderful ns a. werk of art, and is worth a thousand sermons as a moral lesson. "—EEvV. DB 
WITT. TALMAGE, D. D. 
“The face 3 Christ is a stroke of mentee. ry at CHARLES F. DEEms, D. D. 
“It is one of the finest works of modern art.” v. WILLIAM R. HUNTINGTON, D. D. 
x fir, fore Pie is bayooa Wn pore of mnginge fo meta a mae DD. 
throbbing with life.”"—Rz:v. HENRY is Van DYER, D.D. 

This picture is 21x28 inches in size, on heavy plate pa’ paper, and is a eel work of 
art aside from its aes | so celebrated a ne. We — a pe, et paid, to any 
post-office in the Uni States or Canada for on. 5 Sent securely packed in patent mailing 
tubes and guaranteed to reach you in good order and to give perfect ion or money 
will be refunded. 


IT MAKES A BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY PRESENT.---ORDER NOW. 


j oe 
TZ 


= 


<\\ 


EO) : 


in every town and city to sell this ~ 
ture, and offer very liberal terms. 
por ap ee nearly every family 
Baltimore over 300, One <4 @ sinall to in Michi- 
t free on app’ 


Address, mentioning this paper The Phelps Publishing Co., Springfield, Mass. 
ntin Minneapolis has sold over 500; another in 
finine bees es over a6 a5. Hundreds 0 of .et are going s a STEADY aad ¢ eece © AYX- 





@§ about half the usnal 
aD. MATHEWS @ BONS, Brocklya, M. ¥, 


Over 35, 000 Sol ern irra et 
“Now is the Time to Commence for the Holiday Trade, 























FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
regerecint sipaid on 
Also, Martazw, MARK, 

Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D, invaluable, Address, 

6 W. PUBLISHERS. 
PARIS ILLUSTRE, 
SUPERIOR OIL PAINTING. 

ate: TO BE HAD OF ALL NEWSDEALERS. 

New York and London. 

time to send andsomer 
Prospectus FREE by best writ. 
TLE FOLKS illustrated in 
400,000 sass 

The Rural New Yorker is the best farm week- 

4 Park Row, New York. 


EVERYWHER 
Rev. Geo. F. Pentecost, D.D. « aS copy gens pom 
Luxg, Jonn and Acts. 
NEW YORK: 
963 & 265 Wasase AVE. 
Published by GOUPIL & CO., 

Paris Illustré has no rival amon ‘ene weeklies, 
Sole Agents Throughout the World, 
Sunday School Teachers 
for SAMPLE than ever. 
of the LIT- ers. Lessons 

PAPER, ADDRESS: COLORS. 
nal and Pract nl iteasek 
ly in the world, It will be sent on a trial trip 
THE INTERNATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA 
— ¥.~) 


[Vol XXX., No. 47, 
PENTECOST = ont seat 
Lowen ce i 
ABBOT ON ROMANS. Just ont, . 
Abbott's Commentaries are 
m aliswincrie 8. A,S.BARNES & CO. 
No. 45 of the American Edition of 
has an exquisite frontispiece, of merit fully equal to 
either in Europe or America, Price, 25 cents per 
THE INTERNATIONAL NEWS C0., 
Now is the§ SAMPLES Printed in Colors. 
COPIES and Short stories 
LITTLE FOLKS PAPER, Albany, N. Y. 
ple copies free. CURTIS PUB.CO., Onis indeleiia’ Pa. 
ten weeks for 25 cents. Then you can judge 
offers superior advanta for none ae 








out of business will write at once to the 
DODD, MEAD, & CO., New York, N. Y. 


AGENT wanted to take subscriptions for Tus 
AGENT ILLUSTRATED CHRISTIAN WEEKLY. Send 
AGENT for special offer to Sun -schoo: 

AGENT Also, complete works of Dr. Dio Lewis 
AGENT Circulars free. P.O. Box 1083, N. ¥. City. 


10, 000 AGENTS to make $200 a month 

with our CAMPAIGN BIOGRAPHIES, The 
excitement om this campaign will be a harvest for 
agents. Send 50 cents for outfit, and begin at 0 at once 
Exira terms. JAMES H. EARLE, 


LIBEBAL SALARY And expenses of preparing 
we) 











Ss at our Office paid to agents 
to sell books son ro pian. Sal: ek boyoe a on 
sales. From $75 to r mon’ 


pe 
by selling our Holiday Book. ‘Ad dresagion C Ga 
WINSTON & CO., Philadelphia or Chi 


$75.22 t $250. 00 A MONTH can be made 
working for _ gents 
0 = working fe Agents pre 
ferred who can furnish a horse and give their whole 
= to the business. Spare moments may be predtaby 
ploy red also. A few vacancies in townsécities. B. 
NSON & CO., Pubs., 1009 Main St., Richmond. Va. 


AGENTS eure 


foe. fe 
beta fer St. «New alee 


rr FOR ALL AGES. 














VACUUM TIPPED ARROW. 
CHILDREN are delighted with it. 

YOUNG Men and Maidens are captivated with it. 
AND OLD Men and Matrons take pleasure in it, @ 
enjoy it with their children and grand children. 

Itis a perfect Parlor Amusement, as there are no sot wil 
points to break or mar the Furniture. and can ee -e 
safety even at your window. It adhere wherever 
— Sold every where. 
Spring Steel Bow, “Arrow, Butterft , ee = 
Oradresy’ Target, mailed post-paid for 
substituted for Bow, $5 cts. ELASTI c Tip C con 
Bole Mfrs. Cornhill& Wash. 8ts., Boston, Mass. 
Quickest selling thing in the market for AGEwrs!! 





-—3 NEW VOLS,— 
Giants & Goblins, $1. 
Wings & Stings, 75¢.. 
Paws & Claws, $1. 








CENTS WANTED TO SELL 
Trott HTEST Ce yt J JUVEN ILE 
OOK. vull off oddest eecivin a bictures a 
£ the Pr nee of Juvenile weniie artista, eR EAT 






T! Over 10, seld. Critics any of it: 
“It sete my little folks wild with —Hon. Clinton 
B. Fisk. “*Dont 


dren to bed.” — 
pe 6 
—Hon. 8. 


ua. Hos Rowe 


baad, Phidedelplae, 











wre «ae 


_— <2. . 2 


fe 
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XMAS MUSIC 


FOR THIS YEAR! 
THE ROYAL 80N. ; SON. 5," itey, sonees 


Lowry, D.D, Intellige analy ture Selections, 
with new and original e whole exercise 
is one of great force and aeeuty 

$4 per 100; 5 conte. each by mail. 


—Pleasing Carols by 
ANNUAL NO. 19. favorne authors; 
liberal vont gal of songs for any Sunday-sch: ool 
Xmas fo 
3 per 100; 4 4 cents each by mail. 


’ ~The new 

SANTA CLAUS’ PRIZE.-"°2" 

Cantata, by Dr. W. H, Doan, will be issued early 

in November. This is believed to be one of Dr. 

Doane’s best efforts. The songs are very bright, 

the Rags ~ ay plan nee S and entertaining. 
Eas en up by any school, 

¢ £3. eents each ch by mail; $25 per 100, 


WAITING FOR SANTA CLAUS, 


* (30cts.,) by Dr. Doawm, New last year,and very 
popular. 





A of our other ular Cantatas, 
WT i lon. and Xmas aesiey sent On request. . 


BIGLOW & Mt MAIN, 76 B, Ninth St, New York, 


Randolph Street, Chi cago. 
coLo WEATHER MUSIC BOOKS. 


The chill November winds, the —— withered 








re to make winter homesattractive. 
fre.t in @ goodly quantity of our bright 


New Music Books, 


These new books are every day more in favor: 
Classical Pianist, Piane Classics, Song 
Classics, Song Classies for Low Voices, 
Classic Tenor Songs, Classic Baritene and 
Bass Songs. om $1.00, 

Praise in cents, $4.20 per doz.) is the best 
new sacred mus hey for ps rers AF singing. 
Let the children sing from Menard’sSongs for 

Kinde m an Pryesey ey ye * ithe 

conte), on. Og Fonss d nd Games i. 

nes . avem *» Schoo 
conta, $3.60 per doz.). All have yery col songs (S 

ngs. 


Give aid in getting upa rousing good event 
aingitig class to use Song Harmon (60 conte, 
Gos). Full £6 mor tuseress maete, 
an ar. ns Mi anua 
(Go cents, $4.80 per dos.), is ry Ps Be 


in: temperan l@ that no better 
temperance song book then Bells of 
Victery (35 cents, 
Xmas is comi ar for lists of Christmas 
Cuntatas and Caro. Careis, 
ANY BOOK MAILED FOR BETAIL PRICE, 


Oliver Ditson & Co., Boston. 
C. H. DITSON & CO., 867 Broadway, N. Y¥. 
Our New. CANTATA, entitled 


“MERRY CHRISTMAS: 


is Now Ready! 
This is for a week-day en nt. 
Price, l5e.; $1.25 per doz. ; $10 per hundred. 
A ¥ 


uaa 





CHRISTMAS SERVICES. 
THE DAWN OF PEACE. 
HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL. $ The tures’ mailed on 
THE MORNING STAR. J "ece#pt of 19 conta 
ASA HULL, Publisher, 
150 Nassau St., New York City. 





THE NEW SANTA CLAUS Seseses" 


can 
By Butterworth & Murray. hrieties, Wy 


writers, The New Santa Claus is a jolly old soni, 
who, with several other interesting characters, 
makes a delightful evening’s entertainment. One 


of the features of the Cantata is a concert, in welch 

ds introduced a charming Sarcety of son ¢*:,8 

tettes and choruses, with some my ord Reeahcas 

effects, Requires no te by ama yee on ws ordinory cos- 

Ragen Price, 30 cents b d, Specimen 
es and catnones of Ch rita alc fren 


He BPRS ee g4, Coy, Cin'e ths a, 


Emin Pitt’s Xmas Music 


OUR KING EMMANUEL. abate te nhl 
PRINCE OF DAVID. sisting st 

LIGHT OF JUDAH. ‘Quart 

HOPE OF ISRAEL. oe 
“TIDINGS OF JOY.” | c,Anthems for 
“SING HALLELUJAH.” { each: $0 comes 











per do zen. 
Send 80 eents (stam we will send all of the 
above, . ate enw kei . PITT, 631 N, Carey 
Street Baltimore, Md. 





Hood's Carols, 


[his yeas of unusual excellence. 
Pisase do nop fail fo eXamine, 


PRICE, 6 CTS, EACH, BY MAIL; $4.00 PER 100. 
1018 A =) A 
John J FYood, 1218 anc sraser, 


4 
6 Christmas Gems. 9» 127 pages CHorce CHRIST- 


MAS KECITATIONS, 50 ets, 
J08HU A SMITH, 2459 Prairie Avenue, Chicago. 


Qin progrogs of fe pages carols a iband recitations 











oloer Te 
BBO — TS: 


Something which the younger scholars, at least, will appreciate, is the roll of Golan Texts 
for 1889, There are sixteen pages (7X5 inches), and upon page are three golden texts in 
large, clear type. The leaves are turned upon a brass bar, and the whole device is suspended 
by a edlored cord, Printed in red and black, upon light blue paper, 

Single copy, ten cents; five or more, eight cents each; titty or more, seven cents each. 
Mailed to any address upon ‘receipt of price. 


‘Tke-lessor-Koll: 


The Sunday School Lesson Roll for 1889 we ye the mn text of the lesson, and also the 
golden text for each Sunday, All the lessons of the year are thus given in the one lesson-roll 
(size, 60 pages,7X5 inches). It is printed in two colors, and is arranged to hang in the scholar’s 
room, hen a week has passed by, the leaf for that week is turned upon the wire hanger, and 
takes its place back of the other leaves, The lesson roll takes the place of the lesson calendar 





of former years, and will be furnished at the following prices : 
, fifteen cents; five or more copies, twelve cents each; fifty or more copies, ten 
ailed to any address upon receipt of price. 


Single co 
cents each, 








Of the International - apne enna Lessons, with both the Common and the Revised Version, 
given in full on opposite A little book (23x4 newer 2 160 pages) containing all the lessons 
of the year. It is printed on thin, —— paper, and neatly bound in cloth,.with side 9g / in 
color and gold. Only a quarter of an inch thick. Just the thing for those who wish to look 
over the lesson at odd minutes, Choice enough for a gift to teachers or scholars at Christmas. 
Single copy, by mail, twenty-five cents; five or more, twenty cents each. 


Christnas Oervice 


“Tue ComING OF THE K1NG.”’—A song service for Christmas by Leonard Woolsey Bacon. 

It is virtually a Christmas Oratorio, eng B bright and joyful careie for the children, hymns 
and choruses for the entire congregation, and for the choir some of the noblest compositions in 
the whole range of religious music. In the Prepon of this service, Dr. Bacon, himself a 
musical expert, has had the aid of Mr. Gilchrist, the eminent composer, not only in original 
anthems composed expressly for this service, but in the adaptation and arrangement of selec- 
tions from the pn masters of the art, The service brings out vividly: I. The Birth of me 
Prince. LI. The ead of the Kingdom, III. The Triumph of the King. The pro 

has been made ieee but it contains a rich store of material that will engage and rewai the 
study of the best choirs, organists, rT eeneny eoheele, For a full description, see advertise- 

The Sunday School Times of October 

7 of the peleal edition, five cents; $4.00 per hundred. The full Order for the Service, 
including full Organ and Voice Seore of a hen musi¢ for the choir, with suggestions for the 
effective organization and conduet of the festival, is published separately in a e pamphlet. 
Price, twenty-five cents. 








” mage | FOR THE CHRIST.”—This service has been skilfully wrought out, and will 
please those who wish a bright and fresh service, but do not eare to undertake the more difficult 
a mentionéd above, It is suitable, alike, for city and country schools. It consists mainly of 





responsi ed by Dr. Bacon) and beautiful hymns and , the music {* 
which Le nted te an ties wie is tastefully printed in a sixteen-page Price, 
five cents; $2.00 per h 

Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
P, O. Box 1550. 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





TEACHING AND TEACHERS. 


Any subscriber to The Sunday School Times can have a cop, of Dr. Trumbull’s book, 
“Teaching and Teachers,” sent to him for examination, the publisher peying & the postage. 
After looking over the book, the subscriber may either retain it and remit the —_ ($1.00), or 
return it, paying the cost of return postage, which is fourteen cents. In wri nye da you may 
simply say: n accordance with your offer, please send me a of “Teaching a 

for examination. One copy, $1.00; five or more copies to one address, sixty cents — 


From The Oongregationalist, Boston, Mass. From The Zzaminer, New York. 
er books have been written en the other ene If the contents of this volume could be put into the 
with the same intent, but we have seen no o ough poate and heart of the ue onsade Lay Bg sapenee, 
volume of anything like the value of this,. ; wonae revolutionize his work. 
esume that it will be the high-water mark in litere- it ought to be read and digested by every 
Eire of its own sort for some years to come. soendinar ta the the land. 





One copy of the book mailed, . $1.00 
Five or more copies to one address (each), a) 
Express charges prepaid, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


TO S. S. SUPERINTENDENTS 
AND TEACHERS. | 
Among the many new and attr: e Bibbon 
Books, which we Bare poblighed for 
holiday season, are six 


Ae adapted 


for tite 2 | nd tr and 8. SEED PEARL. 
MIST MAS OR TING TO MY GLASS 
ent LOVES CONSECRA 





Address, 
P, O. Box 1550, 





TION. 
al aa TCHRISTAS pec erm ¥ oe 
dente and teddverk, “4 ted. Catalogues tree, | enc 


IBBOTSON B  Rienfheld Springs, N. Y. 


S| SIM 


Christmas Selections ra eal 
—F OR 88. — oid of york . im thle 


yan in- 
structive Aha Exercise tha: may “m4 Led with 
¢ without the Varols Fyiea, Sets. each, or 50cts. a 

lozen by am 1 postpaid; 4 hundred by Ppa 
not prepaid. 





ood WHt to Ben.” By 
Services, Halt; Now a Berth, 6 semble rile 


these consist of choice Res at ending throw 4 
out which are interspersed Bea rols writ 
especially for use in pre Ba ny wi the Reade 
ings Price of each of the Lae Services is same 
as for the Ct Selections.” 


C t t r os ow ¢ Santa 7. Thige Sant 
pee and Murray, ante 

an a AS er lang,” By ‘Burnham nd Hoes tee os 

Waifs’ Ch rinse, a 7 Barn ham an Sante 

Claus’ Mistake,” by urnh cam and Root. to Sebing 

Kriss Kringle,’’ by Butterworth and root, 

the Cantatas, 30cts. each by mail postpaid. 


Catalogue of skintsct Christmas Music wit 


The JOHN CHURCH CO,, Cincinnati, 0. 


And 19 East 16th St., New York City. 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 


THE BABE DIVINE, 
By Gro. RaNDELL. Responses, dialogues, and 
music, 14 pages, 
6 cents per copy, $4.00 yer 100, 


WARD & DRUM"IOND’S 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS No. 10, 
Music by G, W. WaRREN, FRANK NICHOL, N. K, 
Ferris, L. KE. FENNEL. and Guo. RaNDELL. 


& cents per copy, $2.00 per 100. 


EMMANUEL. 


By Miss F. E. Perrrnati1, Responses, dialogues, 
and music, 16 pages. 


& cents per copy, $4.00 per 100. 


CHRISTMAS ANNUAL No. 2, 
16 pages, 5 cents, $2.00 per 100, 


CHRISTMAS ANTHEMS. 
16 pages, 5 cents, $4.00 mer 100. 


Above prices do not include express fey | Rd 
you wish sent by mail, add 10 per cent. to the 


In addition to the above, we kee ep the eantaenithie 

of Hood, Wattles, Hull, Biglow, Church, Shuey, Fill- 

more and Kurzenknabe, out in fact, everything in the 

line, at the publishers’ lowest rate. Send for anything 

ie pay. in the Guudayeaboot line. Prompt atteu 
in to era. 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 
116 Nassau St., New Work batahentel 


te SANTA CLAUS BOYS. 


A Ly Heres CANTATA. 

















ACH RISTMAS ENTERTAINMENT 


is the title of our selections this year. The music 
is new, the recitations are plonti(t and atiractive. 
RB, litle folks ar are ee Bee <i pumbers. 

er ci cen ; aaa, re 
paid ds 41.00 per 100, not snot pre paid, - - 
RUBNOND, 


FILLMORE BRO 
185 Bace St., Cineinastt, 0. | 1 Sana tenet bon York, 
THE PRINCE OF 


THE HOUSE OF DAVID, 


A Scriptural Exercise, with Carols and Offerings 
FOR CHRIST maaAsS. 


Contents.—The Night of Judaism, The Li 
of Prophecy. The Annunciation, The Fafa 
ment. The Witnesses. The Fruits, Our 
Gulia wie, : a ome yh Also 
twelve beautiful Caro ymns, Chania, 
and five pg by the children. 


Single copy, 5 cents; $4,00 per hundred, 
Postpaid by mail. ' 


J. H. KURZENKNABE & SONS, 
HARRISBURG, PA. 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 


EMS, 
aaa OE 2 5 ANNUAL Wo % 
Bit ETHLEHEM’S BTAR. 











paid, be cab” sae and $4.00 
sent only on s receipt of price. a mbe received. 
M. HM. BONER 
No. 1102 Wecantant Streei, Fuieelphia. 


“THE OLD, OLD STORY.” A responsive 
Christmas Service for Sunday-schools. New carols by 
a ny ze ey Aa music oy 3 708 F P, B. em be 5c, 


ud e CO 
Wen B. Wetonse, ¥ Pub., i 1 Bible d House Newfork. 








as tae i oe - 
Qa sue 





“Songs of Harvard.”’ 


lar of 
Yor particulars, see ad. last week, or send to att 6 hire: pa odition Ronee and Glees as 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM Co., lege, mpiled by 
122 Nassau St., N, ¥. HM. D. SLEEPER—Class of °89. 


It will commend itself to all who desire the best 
sample e Songs 
age of ‘xr 


and most recent elortion of Colleg® 
. price, $1. 
“>. . N IVER PUB. CO., Albany, N. Y¥. 


Sent by mail on receipt of . 
CHARLES W, SEVER, Publisher, 
Cambridge, Mass. 
VERY STUDENT OF MUSIC will find an 
invaluable friend and peer. and the bes xr 
Sheree ever made (sample on, te Bosto 


SICAL HERALD, Franklin Square THE XM AS TORY. 
A NEW CHRISTMAS CANTATA. this bea = one. nee Au =, 7 ba = panty for 


for ony 70 you see ad rent sam. a. 
A Shine for s Dime; or, The Bootblack’s Christmas, P 
16 cts. ; $1.50 eden, RICHTER A SAUL, Finagrove, Be, Rg 1 ate gooniso vali & 



























‘ THE ECHO 


Containing Christmas anthems advertisements of 
ogrammes, and Sunday-school song books, semé 
free. THE ECHO MUBIC CO, LaF fayette, Ind. 





SONG A» new, pgins school and convention 
PRIZE wpe. J Atri, withic Brice 





$.00 per doz. Sample copy, 25c. by mail, 
Boards. W, W. WHITNEY, Pu Publisher ‘Toledo rf ‘Toledo, O. 


CHRISTMAS CONCERT FREE! 


Bend me Fay address, and I will send oom oe 
cert Exer and lots of other 

Christine Entertainments, Frex, ‘Address ros. 
LISHER, P. ©. Box 2767, New York. 








as Caro sive Ser- 

Programs, vi ag and oo Renee Valuable 

ton receipt of Scents. Let usknow your 
denominational connection. 3 ry 

227-0 Deck Street, 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is published weekly 
at the following rates, which inclu 


ONE COPY, $2.00 a year. The same price pe 
for any number of copies less than five. To 1 4 new 
subscriber, half price ($1.00). 


TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year. To new subscribers, Lal: price (50 


cents). 
CLUB RATES. 
‘When the teachers of a school unite in eubscribing 


for a number of copies, they can have the paper at the 
following low rates: 


FIVE TO NINE COPIES, one year, $1.50 each for old 
subscribers, and nee alf price | (76 cents) for new. The 


total number of bo and new together to be not 
han five. 


TEN OR MORE COPIES, one year, $1.00 each for 
old subscribers. af, half price (50 cents) for new. The 
total pumber of both old and new toge be not 
less than t 

Ifa school has had a club at a higher rate, and 
wishes, upon renewing, to form a larger oneats lower 
rate, itis of course free to do so. 


FOR SMALL SCHOOLS. By an equitable plan, the 
Smaller schools, which can not well form large clubs, 
have the benefit of the very lowest club rate. It pro- 
vides that when the entire force of teachers in any 
school is less than ten, the club rate to such school 
shail be $1.00 each for old subscribers, and half price 

(50 cents) for new, on condition that the order for the 
pers be accompanied by a statement that the num- 
er of copies ordered in the club is not less than the 

full number of teachers inthe school. This does not 
mean that every teacher must actuaily be asubscriber, 
but that the number of copies ordered must not be 
less than the full number of teachers. Persons who 
are not teachers may be asked to join the club, = or- 
der to secure the required number, y number of 
copies in excess of the required number may be sub- 
scribed for atthe same time. Teachers ee tothe 





same may be counted as ONE tn ng 
@ statement 7 aa number of teachers in a aoheok For 
example: If there are seven teachers in a school, two 


of whom PA to one household, and three to an- 
other, the club subscription need not be for morethan 
four copies, in order to secure the low rate, 


WHO ARE “ NEW” SUBSCRIBERS ? Byanewsub- 
ecriber is meant one who has ni See @ paper at 
any, time during the past two yearn 

he shifting of a subscription from one member of 
# household to another in order to get the reduction 
offered to new subscribers is not allowable, although 
new additional subse: one by or for other members 
ef the household will be taken at the half rate. 


FREE COPIES to CLUB ORGANIZERS, Any person 
forming a -“ < Kom g oF ae ae by ro Ay = or pa 
subscribers, is -. 
excepting in the « ae nef any A he KR 
copies formed on the “Small School” "plan ( 1 

ve). A second free co Sopy, will be allowed w =e a 
club numbers forty; a d copy when it numbers 
pixty, and so on, 


HOW CLUB PAPERS ARE MAILED. The papers for 
a club will be sent either to the individual addresses of 
the members, or in a package to one address, accord- 
ing to the “ppg of subscribers. The papers fora 
club should all go to one post-office, aes h in cases 
where a portion of the teachers of a school get their 
mail matter from one Bn gee Sug € and others in the 
e school get ese another, the papers will 
sent accordingly 
Different schools are not to unite in the forming ofa 
club, but each school should have its own club, at 
whatever price the number of co) comet taken entitles it, 
and oe anes of the school should be mentioned in 


the 

‘Additions may be made at en Aas time 2 a club—such 
additional Se to oxmice ot 

with the club as oe ee eed rs) “yr on subscriber 
paying pro rata he is to receive the 


be » abe pocstnere. sering to have the direction of» a Paper 

be careful to name not fay © © post- 

= oy to whieh t they wish it sent, but also the one to 

which it has Lary sent, All addresses should include 
th county and state. 

If aclub Cabecription is renewed by some other per- 
son than the one who sent the previous subscriptio 
such hag pet. will onlige La —y ry! by stating that 
the club he subscri ace of the one 
formed last year ye 


THE HALF-RATE PLAN has been adop' sea because 
of the Detiet thes no more judicious odvertis Poy the 
could be made than that for securin; tas intr 
os pt . Anew subscriber is entitl 
r one 


“The paper eit not be sent to any caboretoen pave 

the time paid for, unless by sp: — ——_ 
pers for a club will it invariably ‘be disccenaned ri Poe a 
expiration of the subscription. Renewals should 
——— be wae gaat y. Pei te 

ough copies of an Ons Samee © @ paper aA 
able all the teachers o a school to examine it, 
sent free, upon appl 


GREAT “BRITAIN, 


ens, Hodder and Seen. 27 Paternoster Row, 





London, E. C., will snday Behe or haif-yearly sub- 
acriptions for “ithe ane hool Times (the paper to 
be sent, postpaid ives om na Phase to the sub- 
acribers) at the followi 
‘rom lto4 ‘copica, 10s. 
5 to 83.6da, “ 


10 oes Am upwards, 73.6d, “ 
To secure the above rates for five or morecopies. 

papers must be ordered at one time, and they witb be 

oa A either singly to the individual ‘addresses, orina 

goes age to one address, whichever may be preferred 
y the subscribers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 


IBAIBY’S 


\_) SKIN & SCALP 
CLEANSED 
PURIFIED 













AV (iiticura Soap. 


1 her: CLEANSING, PURIFYING, AND BEAUTI- 
fying the skin ‘of children and infants, and 
preventing minor blemishes and inherited skin 
ulseases becoming chronic, CuricuRA MEDICATED 
TOILET Soap is mmeasurably superior to every 
eter skin soap yet prepared. 
urifies and invigorates the pores of the skin, 
and aparts activity to the oil glands and tubes, 
thus turnishing an outlet for unwholesome matter, 
which, if retained, creates pimples, blackheads, 
flushes, and other complexional isfigurations. 

Its gentle and continuous action on these natural 
lubricators of the skin keeps the latter transparent, 
soft, flexible and healthy, and prevents rough, red, 
cracked, and scaly akin. 

Sold everywhere. Price, 25c. Prepared by the 
PoTTER DRUG AND CHEMICAL Co., Boston Musa. 

_ BaP Send for “ How to Beautify the skin.” 


PLES, blackheads, chi a ofly skin 
Pee Se 











ONE OF A SERIES OF PICTURES eS COFFEE CULTURE. WATCH FOR THE NEXT. 





4 ! , 2 : Tf Le or 2 es ¢ 
GOENE OW COFFEE PLANTATION GHASE & SAN BORN. 











OUR COFFEES HAVE A NATIONAL — REPRESENTING 
THE FINEST CROW 


Rompe BRAND, ¢O) 


fee of f America. Always packed 
pa t tin cans. 


FEEE § B34 and M 
u 


st 1 erat og AE others 
hole roasted (ungrotnd) 193 is 


BLE y A 4: skilful blending of strong, fla- 
BURA DE and aromatic high grade 
CR — ot to contain single _ , a ae guaranteed to 


suit your taste as no other coffee 





te price. Always 


wr! ll, 
packed whole roasted Evers fn 1 lb. Girtight parohmens packages. 
We are exclusively an importing house, selling 


TEST FREE only to dealers. But to gi 
o peeung 2 our famous coffee before buying, we will, upon 


resol tof 


ve consumers an 


cents in stamps to cover the cost of can and postage, send 


y mail a 1-4 pound of Seal Brand Coffee, Address 
CHASE & SANBORN, 102 BROAD ST., BOSTON, MASS. 








WHY YOU SHOULD USE 


Scott sEmulsion 


eCod Iuwer Oil ws 
HYPOPHOSPHITES. 


Zt és used and endorsed by Physt- 
cians because tt is the best. 


It is Palatable as Milk. : 

Tt is threo times as efficacious as plain 
Cod Liver Oil. 

Tt is far superior to all other so-called 
Emulsions. 


It is a perfect Emulsion, does not sepa- 
rate or change, 

Tt is wonderful as a flesh producer. . 

It is the best remedy age a 


Sold by ali Druggists. 





Ire MAGEE’S EMULSION as an elegant prepara- 
tion, It contains Pe three recognized remedies for 
the treatanent of d es for which it is intended.— 
Cc. F. Taylor, M.D., Philadelphis. Leading physicians 
all over the country prescribe MAGEE’s EMULSION for 
coughs, colds, and general debility. 


HOPE FOk THE CONSUMPTIVE 


in the use of ilbor’s Compo 
of Pure Cod Liver Oil with Phaueaens iT 
and agreeable in taste. Sold by druggists generally. 








Solid Gold Spectacles, $3.50. 

Send your old giasses by mail. We'll take 

exact size from them and send, upon receipt of $3.50, a 
pair of our Solid Gold Spectac lesor Eve Glasses set with 
Diamanta”™ lenses ; usual price, This method of 
fitting eyes never inits, Satisfaction, or money re 
funded, M.ZINEMAN & BRO., 1308, 9th St., Phila., Pa. 











SS, 
@ CHEAPNESS, UNEQUALLED. | 
No Op0R WHEN HEATED. 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits asa WASH BLUE have been fully sso 
ona eo ron by thousands of housekeepers. You 

rocer vy to have it on sale. Ask him for it 

D Ss. WILTB ERGER, Prop., 233 N. 2d St., Phila. Pa. 














GOLD MEDAL, ares 1878 


‘Breakfast Got 


Warranted absolutely 

Cocoa, from which ne 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more econom» 
im cal, costing lese than one cent @ 
N cup. It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in health. 
Sold by Grocers jrocers everywhere. 


W. BAKER & C0. Dorchester, Mass, 


S'COCOANUT 


HEALTHFUL, NUTRITIOUS, ALWAYS HANDY. 


For PUDDINGS, 5 PIES anoCAKES. 

Pe, a we my 5 tee 
ple free on request, 

CROFT & ALLEN, PHILADELPHIA. 


our Patent Barley CRYSTALS, 
éd Cereal Food,for Breakfast Tea 
























there, write us for free sam- 
: SLOUR and SPECIAL DIA< 
Y are invaluable waste-repairing 
ON calegaptenrersa ately & Ciile 


satin equals our HEALTH 
circular offering 4 lbs. Zree. 





FARWELL & RBINES, Props.,Watertowa,N.¥ 


Coon News 


crete Tins poateens 
king Powder and wiees, 

Ber particulars addre 

'HE GREAT AMERICAN read Co. 

81 & 33 Vesey St.. New York, 5" 


SE, Delicious COEFEE! 22's can sivers 
anntiss Wood's Old Dutch JavaCoffee” 


a3 If your dealer does not supply it, send. 
gy postage with his address, and our own: 
sample,toThos. Wood & Co., Boston, Masa, 


oe 













OLATIN A Five times more . sustaining than 
Cocoa. For invalids, delicate chil- 
dren, and all weak pe pate ie gee it —_ aD pi 
eminent. Suits the daintiest palate. M’f’r’ 
T. Chr & Co., London, Sold bv all druggiste, vorby 
A. O. ‘BC OON MAKER, 155 William S8t., New York. 


INSTANTANEOUS CHOCOLATE. 


No trouble, no pring, ot siwer® ready. Put up in 1m 
tin cans at 75c. . WHITMAN & SO 
inventors and only a Rt, Philadelphia, Pa. 


INDNESS is a duty. Many little ones are 
slowly starving t rows improper 
feeding. Ridge’s Food, used b 
tions, will ensure health, even to. the feeblest 
child. Testit, mothers. Sold everywhere. 


HIRES’rooT BEER 


Delicious, Healthiul Temperance Drink for Men, 
Women, and Children. 26c. packet makes 5 gallons. 

















of Fraud, as my name and the price are 
etamped on the Lottom de ail my sdvertined 
‘ore leav e , which pro’ we 
D prices and inferior r goods. If a bt ned 
offers W. L. Douglas shoes at a reduced price, 
says s he has them without my name and price stamped 
on the bottom, put him down as a fraud, 


W. L. DOUGLAS 
$3 SHOE. css 


SS Shoe smooth in- 
oe ee iag are winter eis 
-sewed 
LAS original and 











for heavy wear, Best “iSfo enor mon ~ 

Ww. L. LAS $2.25 WORKINGMAN’S 
SHOE is the best in Ses hye for rough wear; one 
PAV, DOUGLAS 2 SHOE FOR BOYS 1s 
OWL. DOUGLAS LAS 8176, XOUTH’S School 


shoes in the 1d. 

orld, 
‘All made in’ Con Button and Lace. If not sold 
by your dealer, wr write 


W. L. BOUCLAS, Brockton, Mass. 


YOU CANNOT OBTAIN THESE GOODS 


Excepting by being measured at one of our 
, stores or sending your order 
é eputation 











] } Union Sas wwe hav ve only te 
keep — nig eS ew, 
directions how to obtain the 

= Famous Custom-Made 


PLYMOUTH ROCK $3 PANTS 
Suite cut to order, $13.25. 
pri em to order, $12. 
oo postal card” with 

po BS ges 


LENTION THIS PAPER, 
























& } brings by return mail 20 sam- 
SS. ples cloth to select from, _ 
3 m ment blanks an 
=Ss, : - linen tape measure. 2 
= 3 5 But tf you have not time 
4 to wait for samples, tell 
us about the color pre- 
ferred, with waist, in- 
= side leg and hip meas- 
ures, remit $3, together with 35 cts. to cover cost of 
expressage or postage, and we will forward the 
prepaid Oo any address in 
S., guaranteeing 


safe delivery and entire 
satisfaction or money 

refunded. member 
that for any cause we re- 
fund money at buyer's request upon return of goods,or 
make alterations on new garments free of extra charge 


PLYMOUTH ROCK PANTS CO., 
Acta to Ge 18 Summer St.,Boston, Mass. 


BRANCH OFFICES: 
285 Broadway, New York; Burnside 
Building. J’ Sgcomer, Mass. ; Gilmore House, 


see ERE 








“it’s Not the Coat that Makes the Man.” 


PANTS, ITS. THE SUITS, 
$3.00 p A IN ef: Ss 913.25 
te $8.00. te $30.00. 


OVEmt VAS, $12.00 to $30,00. 
Send 6 cents for samples and particulars. 
BAY STATE PAN CoO., Custom Clothiers, 
34 HAWLEY St., Boston, Mass. 


a 
HUTCHINSON’S 
BEST GLOVES 
For driving or street wear. Made with 
care from selected calf. kid, dogskin, buck- 
skin, 4 cheverétte,and warranted. Those 
wishing serviceable gloves, and to savé 
money, send stamp to the manufacturer 
for his book about gloves and how to ge 

them. Established 1862. 
JOHN C. BUTeusNsen, 


Every Woman 


will welcome + ie Hartman Patent 
Bteel Wire Door Mat. It scrapes 
snow or mud instantly from the 
feet. Doesn’t require shaking or 
“sweeping. Made of steel wire; 
neat, strong, and will last. This 
is the original Steel Mat, and the 
BEST. For more about it write to 


























Yore 
ween 





Brown’s )csyour | 66 Gooe SENSE” NATIONAL WIRE MAT COMPANY! 
Boots HICAGO, ; 
LADIES! * tater and GAH CORDED CORSET WAISTS |, General oma hese Bt. Omoago, Int 
are sold a Leading Agency 
PIANO AND FUR- WA ta STEVENS SILK irre. Save monies 
CEDARINE wiure E POLISH. ASK EOE, arash mrocuinon. | Ol cndug s cou io Cuas, 2. S2et oth 


eanaceis =" 





refunded if wee stain the feet or fade. Tum Cuman- 
past Mosine , 0 Beoadway, New Yor 


po "a papier + ty 





sii ius Bpeee 














ee bite 


Wi 
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WANAMAKER’S. 


CoRDS ARE THE NEWEST OF THE DREss Goops. 
Theonly chance to change a plain stuffis in the weave. 
Therefore Cords. From fine thread size to shoestring 
—six distinct styles. Mostly lengthwiseyone across. 
Too neat and handsome to go out asa ae Bo. i 
bave come to stay. We have them in iia too to 
shade of the season. to 50 inches wide, 7ic. to fn 
In some cases precise po Bok. the wise me goons were 
cent higher a couple 


The fines is@2and5 50 inch Cassimir of delicate 
twill’ at 150 and #1. The ey strongest, is 46 inch 
Drap des Dames at 75c. to $1.25. Between them a 
pleasant scattering of varied weights, 





$3 or $4 will get a liberal Dréss Pattern of some of 
the handsomest plain and plainish goods of the season. 
You can pick blindfold from about pied hundred styles 
and colorings of half-a-doliar a yard si and draw a 
orize every time. Many of these staf were 60 and 
aw, @ little time back. Some were @ good deal 


meres aSerge. We never heard of it at retaii for 
less than 75c, It’s generally been $1. Plump 50 inches 


wide, in a handsome line of colors, and a right royal |, 


stuff. At 50c. it’s a wonder. 

Another 50c, Serge is extra heavy, springy, hard, 52 
inches wide, and in 8 shades, 

ALL THE HOLtpsyY Books ARE MARSHALLED, 
Never 80 easy a is among them as before 
the Holiday rushbegins. Last December one hundred 
and forty-six book s spersoms Were at times yt itto 
7 visitors. You can pick now from a i stock, 

only here and there a place where XA folks’ 
elt a will at all bother you. 

EMBER Book NEWS, 112 Pa@ws, RICHLY 
ep will ave complete lists of Holiday Books 
for big folks and “— flks. Youare likely ge — 1 
or more on every $5 you put into Christmas Boo 
you let Book Nrws help you. Can you do Detter 


with 5 cenis? 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Philadelphia, 


James McCreery & Co, 


Broadway and Ilth Street, 
NEW YORK CITY, 


Importers and Manufacturers 
of Reliable 


DRESS SILKS 











The BUYERS’ GUIDBis 








rE issued March and _Sept., 
each year. It is an ency- 
of useful infor- 
mation for all who pur- 
chase the luxuries or the 
necessities of life. We 
can clothe you and you with 
the necessary and unnecessary 
appliances to ride, walk, dance, sleep, 
eat, fish, hunt, work, go to church, 
.@r. stay at. home, and in various sizés, 
»®tyles and quantities, Just figure out 
what is required to do all these things 
COMFGRTABLY, and you can make a fair 
estimate of the value of the BUYERS’ 
. GUIDE, which will be sent upon 
- receipt ‘of 10 cents to pay postage, . 


MONTGOMERY WARD & CO, 
» 111-114 Michigan Avenue, Chicago. Ill. 


= pus ELEGANT CARRIAGE 
9512.35 muerte” FREE 


« Best work and materials. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Our Catalogue eevee 
SO different styles of i. Castings Gani 

'S free. Buy of the ma: 


Re 















ufacturers, 
ay Ry, fOHNSTOR, TALLMAN & CO, 
Ley Pato aera West 








JOSEPH GILLOTTS 
STEEL PENS . 


GOLD MEDAL PARIS EXPOSITION 1878. 
Nos, 303-404—170-604. 


‘THE MOST PERFECT OF PENS. 
DO YOU jee 
WRITE? tities its 


paper representing over 250 
Postage is 16 cts. per Ib eae 
Express often cheaper. Devonshire 6 Birect, Boston 


The King of Engravers ° 
Wiaraeby mall tersi.ce eee 


WRITING PAPERS BY THE POUND: - 

A A am A TA ile ON TEE CORR RY LO NAIC 
Joe fet nearly double the \ em rey! than by be eguire, 
very 


@ same money. All styles, including the 
cea Send stamp for samples and price-list. 


927 ARCH STREET 
Wm. H. Hoskins Co., PHILADA., PA. 
RINTING 


Type Book, Se, 
Guide Book, 15¢. 


onan size, $8. 
ug RE ee eee 4 


CARD Stary: weisey a:Co. ateridon.ce 
“laity a Sanitary Goods.” 


Sanitary € — 
Ged heaens Chairs Rasth b Closets 
{Com Ste, Fully illustrated 








































Three Wonderful Sewing Machines, 


THE NEW SINGER AUTOMATIC (Single Thread). 


“it runs with a breath. 


THE NEW SINGER VIBRATOR 


More Modern, lighter running, and simpler than any other. 





THE NEW SINGER OSCILLATOR. 


Scientifically and mechanically perfect. 
Offices Everywhere. i 
The Singer Manufacturing: €o, 


=a. (MAKERS OF 8 MILLION MACHINES.) 


Perfection: Guaranteed. 


‘New York. — 





Axminster, ® e e 
Velwet, best grade, e ° 
Velvet, second grade, . e 
Body Brussels, best grade, e 
Tapestry Brussels, best grade, 


Tapestry Brussels, second grade, 
Ex-Super Ingrain, ali wool, best, 
Ex-Super Ingrain, cotton chain, 


A CHANGE OF PATTERNS. 


As we are preparing for a complete change of patterns for 
the Spring Season, have determined to make a specialty of our 
line of Ingrains for a short time, and have marked down a large 
number of choice designs, in both All Wool and Cotton Chain, 
prices of which will be found in the following list of bargains: 

e $1.25, reduced from $1.75 
° 1.05, reduced from 1.40 
e 95, reduced from 1.20 
e 1.10, reduced from 1.25 
° 65, reduced from -8O 
e 524, reduced from 65 

60, reduced from .75 
° 50, reduced from  .60 

Persons making furnishings can find in our regular stock 
all the latest Novelties in iad to suit the present styles 
of Draperies. 


John & Sinild Dobson, 
FALLS OF SCHUYLKILL CARPET MILLS, 


Soo, S11, and 813 Chestnut Street, Phila. 
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Stands, ye. priced pots 


Se. “Sank for iit iiius. + suaeaane 
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FLAGS AND BANNERS 
or naa’ 0018 &! a er 
SISCO BROS 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


OS., Baltimore, Md. 





CHURCH LAMPS AND CHANDELIERS 


WITH OUR CELEBRATED BURNERS. 
Satisfaction guaranteed, or nosale. 


Ke 
timate given of cost and descriptive cata- 
logue furnished a 98 application, 


ENER, 
No. 86 South 24 8t., Philadelphia, Pa. 


PIANOS row hey 3500. 
815081500 1500. UNIVERSI T ox 
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Py for trialin 


own home, ViCTORIOU 
80 YEARS. Catalogue free, 
BONY ATES (Cunlogue ree 
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ORGANS ESTEY ORGAN CO., 


Brattleboro’, vt 





¢ | FARRAND & VOTEY 





_ DETROIT, “MICH. | 3) 
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ORGANS 





to any edd catalogue, 
an’ ross 
co su & Cc 


MW ashimetete, N. I. 





Great installment offer. Send for 
Malled free 





CHURCH 


ORGANS 


invite the attention of 





sent free on application, 


HOOK & HASTING Boston, 


and Church Committees te theis 
Descriptive Circulars, which are 





OnN’T BUY till see 
DETT ORGAN Co., ean ted, Erie, P: 


the gatalogue of Bue. 





| AMERICAN FIRE 


INSURANCE CoO. 





Office in Company's Bailing, 
308 and 310 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


CASH CA PITAL, 00.4: cscs seeeesssssvnee $500,000.00 


rve for Re-insurance and 
all other claims... 1,490,878.83 
Surplus over all Liabilities... "ali,S77 28 


TOTAL ASSETS, rs, DEC. 31, 1887, 
$2,4201,956G.11. 
THOS, H. MONTGOMERY, President, 
RICHARD 


JAMES B, YOUNG, dctuarp 


w Meniguaan aieeee 

Thos. ntgom exa 

won ei a, haries P. Perot, 
israel Taree! Morris os. SS a ham, 
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SAFE APE INVESTMENTS 


Surplus, 400,470 
Guarantee Strength, $1,150,470 


Record of our (8 YEARS’ business. 
16, per Mortgages co egeregating $11, rRttet: sit 


6, a 
1; 912 “ ose :: ‘tto-ase 
Sorel tal pale un tneeat investors - ~- - = 8,166,161 


ba hom refer, 
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Savings Department for Small Amounts. 
Full information 


furnished by 
J.B.WATKINS LAND HOR TGAGE CO., 
La WRENCE, KANSAS; 
Rew York Mang’r, HENRY prcuinson, set roadway. 


KEYSTONE MORTGAGE CO, 


ABERDEEN, 
Capital, = = "$250,000. 
g.7 per cent interest, 


Our Farm Mortg: 

payable py in Rew Yo Sy ork Exchange, se 
cused by 2 ames River farms worth three tosix 
times their amounr, a teeteni and interest both guar- 
anteed by us, are a choice and safe investment for 
Investors. We also issue Certisicates of De it for 

months, or longer, bearing six cen terest. 
We can offer some choice Reat Investments in 

siz.s of Dero. Re: 


leading nces, 
x. “ihn = 
New York. First Wational nk, Blairsville, Pa. 
Oxford National Bank, Oxford, Pa. Hon. John 
Gen'l Solicitor Pennsylvania R. R., Philadelphia, Pa. 
E.E. Thatcher, Broker, West Ch 
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KANSAS INVESTMENT co., 
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Caras. BARCLAY, Gro. C, Monm 
205 Chestnut St. 101 Devonshire bee 
Philadelphia, Pa, Boston, Mass. 





EOR SAL 
Farm in Harford Coun ‘ma 4 ‘miles from 
Bel-Air. 283 acres, of which arearable. Large 
stone dwelling, large barn with stabling attached 
30 cattle. Large te eS hen, ice fa ang 


smoke, and also enant 
Fase etltable for ete stock -sais Or eeaail an table 


for canning, being in center canning di ‘hree 
railroads within on & for r saivek Apply to wM,. 
WINCHESTER, 306 St Balin, re, Md. 
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SAKEANSGsBANK 
CHICAGO succsas PRESTONKEANSG 


New York Office: 2 Wall Street. 
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extra. Send for catalogue. 
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this Mantel for 835. 
Hearth Brass Frame, 
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Philadelphia Agency, 25 & 27 N. 13th St. 


GEND FOR CATALOGUE TO 


Wheeler Reflector Co., Boston, 








McShane Bell Foundry 
Finest Crade of Bells, 


Cums anv Pgats for CHURCHE 
Send for Price end GEE S08 rv? 
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modes, ete. 
andeseriptive matter furnished. 
hargentht' igo. 64 Broadway .N-Y, 
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Paneled Metal Conlege. } Na engl 5 Anes penne 
y put up over old p r ceilings. Send for cir- 


cular. Give measures for an estimate. H. 8. 


NOR- 
THROP. corner Center and Franklin Sts., New York. 


837 & 839 Wabash Ave., Chicago.) 








St., 


TOOL 


Send 25 cents for illustrated catalogue 


PALMER, CUNNINGHAM, & CO., 


607 
PHILADELE IEA, PA 








IF *O RID A BOX containing 150 to 200 of 


FL Soltvares to gr Co., 
1D & at $2.50 to $3.00 for 
Ly Rasbecte”™ at $3.50 to $4.00 





SKAN Nees 


note to O. M, ©. Y, 99 Franklin St., New York, 





SEATTLE No blizzards, heavy snows or cyclones. 
Average winter temperature 43° above 
—_ akg 7 mg largest city in Washing‘onTerr’y, Popu- 
Commercial, eguastionst and financial 

t Sound Country. nformation of 


sa sera OUkk, 34, RirFiNGRR, 
AT TOPEHA, KANSAS, 
THE GEO. W. CRANE PUBLISHING CO. 


Offers sound and safe securities bearing 7 per cen 
interest. Persons having large or small amounts ot 
money for prodtatte inv investment will be benefited by 
writing to the Presid 


Manhattan Life insurance Co., New York. 
AVE LIVED A won. 
Bete of ite operation address the Company, 


WARANTEED FARM BONDS of the 
KANSAS TRUST AND BANKING CO., of 
Atchison, Kan., Senator John J, Ingalls, president. 
Send for information to M. MANLEY, manager 
Eastern Oftice, 187 Broadway, New York. 














HIE American Investment Co., 150 Nassau 
St., New York, offer extraordinary inducements 


guaran 
Assets, October 1, 1888, $2,000,000.00. Send for full 
information and references. EK. S. ORMSBY, President. 


“PEOPLE'S POPULAR EDITION OF MISS MARIA -— 


PARLOA’S COOK BOOK 





ith handsome Chromo 
continiene all Ir ehe'n receipts that appear in the ex A 
sive edition. moll te qnya add poss for 30 cents, 
4copies for tor gioh or Stamps. 





for Brights, send postal 


E. B. GOODNOW r co... ied ia BOSTOM, 









































SAPOLIO 


is like great men who waste themselves to makethe 
world brighter. Sapolio is a solid cake of Scour- 
ing Soap used for all cleaning purposes, 

Lost to shame is that woman who takes no pride 
in her reputation, who does notcare to own a good 
mame for thrift and cleanliness. If love for others 
did not prompt.a wife and mother to keep a tidv 
house and a bright, clean kitchen a regard for her 
social standing in society ought to teach her to use 
Bapolio in all her house-cleaning work. At all 
grocers. _Xo. =o 1867) 
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The Keystone Watch ClubCo om 


Main Ofice in Co’s Own Build 
904 WALNUT ST. PHILADA. 


*Agents Wanted, 
Aw Watch den gue $1.00 
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FOREMEN, 
TIMEKEEPERS, 
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6 & 50 MAIDEN Lane, New Yorn. 
3 AMERICAN 
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Eatab. 1876. KANSAS CITY, MO. Incorp. 138 
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Surplus, - - . 000.080 
Offers Guaranteed Real sistant Mertgages 
. Drawing 6% Interest. 


Samvuxt M. Jarvis, Pres, ROLAND R. CONKLIN, Sea 
Bastern Offices: 229 Broadway, New York; 


144 South Fourth St.,Philadelphia. 
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ix Soria Stories— 150 Short Stories 


Profusely Illustrated by Eminent Artists. 








> Tales of Adventure; Illustrated Articles of Travel; Sketches of [© 
S ‘Famous Men; Historical and Scientific Articles; Bright S 
€ Sayings; 1,000 Short Articles; Anecdotes; Sketches 2 
Z of Natural History; Poetry. > 
+ $5,000 in Prizes for Short Stories. §& 


Three Prizes of $1,000 each, three of $750, and three of $250, are offeted by the Publishers of 
THs COMPANION for the best Short Stories. Send stamp for full particulars, 


Four Holiday Numbers 


Are in preparation, and will be exceedingly attractive, filled with the special work of our 
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Z| . favorite writers, and profusely illustrated. : 
Si Zz 
>, Thanksgiving—Christmas—New Year’s—Easter. < 
cS) These Souvenir Numbers are sent to Each Subscriber. Zz, 
5 The [Illustrated Suppl t S 
iS ~ Y 
a e ustrate uppiements S 
SS Were given with nearly every issue last year, we become an important part of the paper. They will RR 
iS . be continued this year. No other paper atte give such @ large increase of matter and illustrations ZB 
= without increase of - Really a $2.50 p for $1.75 a year. KS 
S : 7 Ke 
P| por = cemgrstos = RES v6 tT a ay 
S THE: YOUTHS COMPANION S 
Fa: ahes OF CIRCULATION Ba Bei 
Ze CA 
2) ZB 
54 > 
Ve iz 
S S 
Zi ‘Za 
BS SS 
ZZ Za 
= st 
S) SS 
fA iS 7) 
S “\SUOSCRIGERS IN Ze 
IS EACH STATE SS 
Ws ZZ 
S Two Millions < ‘hens Weekly. 5 
i is = ZA, 
< << 
ie i, 
is Household Articles will be published RiiciNigbys< giving useful inrormution in various departments of Wen 
Ss ‘home life—Cooking, Embroidery, and Decoration of the Home, without and within. The Kditorial aS 
“La Page gives timely articles about current events at home and abroad. The Children’s Page is always Za 
S crowded with Stories, Anecdotes, Rhymes and Puzzles adapted to the Youngest Readers. SS 
CA 'Z 
SS 
es gp 
SPECIAL OFFER TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS Sy 
NEW SURSCRIBERS who send $1.75 now will receive ws 
the paper FREE from the time the cubsoripiton wv wecsived = 
to Jan. 1st, 1889, and a full rez subscription m that i} 
date. This offer includes the FOUR HOLIDAY NUMBERS, SS 
the ILLUSTRATED SUPPLEMENTS, and the ANNUAL 2 # SS 
PREMIUM LIST with FIVE HUNDRED ILLUSTRATIONS. Zz 
Send money by Post-Office Money Order, Express Money Order, Check, or Registered Letter. S 
Ys, 
t<a Specimen Copies and Colored Announcement frea, Please mention this publication. Address iS 
: } i 
THE YOUTH’S COMPANION, 41 Temple Piece, Boston, Mass. 2 
Tae ee Ria ean RN MWY VAIS Ye NW SV NYY RN "y WR, VSI, SO Sar 4 
FL FTN AS Zina Faw LL HI NN TI ANN TAN ZAIN SUS Gi 


[November 24, 1883, 


























EL I A I PUBLISHING CO ; 8s LEgegescé EXP arx CENTS in stamps for a sample copy 

(Ouray | evanc: Cc jee a Street, A T E K Ee Epei sei is 2 $3 S of t 

hicago. ‘Suggestive Outline Bible udies an ao =E— £X— © 
Bible Readings,” Phy John H. Elliott. “A great help Com nsive =e ; 5 EeanSened FAMILY MAIL-BAG, 
to any one who wants to take part acceptably in Pray er 5 Fe Sane med ey cosy | anelegant new family monthly. Sixteen pages, Har- 
meetings.” — The Sunday School Times. Cloth, $1.00; six h 4 £538 33 _a: @' deus he pers’ Weekly size, for sixty cents a year! You 
copies for $5.00. Paper, 50 cents; five copies for $2.00. *Sucea § a a8 § Som are sure to be well pleased ! adress Famity Mall 

= 7 
CHRISTMAS EXERCISES FREE. Bibles. Seeea tea tezesaee | BAe: F. 0. Box 218, New York City 
On receipt of threecents in stamps I will send FREE Bada $ ceksotadensm THE CEREALINE COOK BOOK, 
acopy of two new Concert Exercises, besides other containing more than two hundred recipes, will be sent 
valuable hints for Christmas Uelebrations. Send ABYHOOD.—Devoted to the Care of Infants, | toany one who will mention where this advertisement 
now, and take time to select the best. Address J.& and Nursery Hygiene. $1.50 a year; 15 cents a | Was seen, and enclose a two-cent eee Sepa! 
OGILVIK, Publisher, 57 Rose Street, New York. copy. Sold everywhere. P.O. Box ‘ew The Cerealine Mfg. 


Co., Columbus, I 





‘he Geaday Heheoi Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy. Should, however, an adverti tof 
: hes a - z, poh Xt eonness & party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted. 
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